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 COMING EVENTS DECEMBER 2009 

Pomeranian Society of Freistadt Newsletter 

 

 
Friday, January 8, 2010, 7:30 pm DVD  “Making of Milwaukee” 

We will continue our periodic viewing of the “Making of Milwaukee” DVD series. This time, we will ex-
plore what Milwaukee was like during the time of the First World War, the Roaring Twenties and the Great 
Depression. 
 
Friday, February 12, 2010, 6:00 pm Pomeranian Pot Luck 

NOTE EARLIER START TIME  Doors Open at 6:00 pm 
Two years ago, we had a wonderful pot luck meal of favorite Pomeranian foods. Once again, it’s time to get 
out the cookbooks, make your favorite dish, and bring it to share. Because it’s a dinner, we will eat at 6:30 
pm instead of meeting at our usual 7:30 pm. The business meeting will follow. 
 
Friday, March 12, 2010, 7:30 pm Historic German Books 

When you clean out Grandpa and Grandma’s attic, what do you do with the old German books? You donate 
them to the Trinity Freistadt Historical Society. No one can read them anyway! Dr. Mark Louden, professor 
of German from the University of Wisconsin  Madison, can! He has helped to sort and catalogue about 
2,000 books in the Society’s possession. On this evening, he will offer a sampling of this fascinating collec-
tion, and, in doing so, provide insight into the lifestyles and beliefs of these earlier times. Come and find out 
what a young man pasted inside a German grammar book in 1940 to get him through! See a rare “Handbook 
for the Immigrant” in German and English. 
 
Saturday, April 17, 2010 Annual Fund Raising Party 

Mark this date for a fun evening. Music by the Alte Kameraden Band. Folk dancing by the Pommersche 
Tanzdeel Freistadt. Delicious meal, silent auction. More information in the March newsletter. 
 
 
 
 

MEETING NOTES MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
 

Voting Individual................................$15.00 

Voting Family ......................................$20.00 

Unless otherwise indicated, all meetings start at 7:30 pm at 
the Lindenwood School, 12351 N. Granville Road 111W, 
Mequon, WI 53097. Note that the building is usually open 
by 6:30 pm for members who would like to attend the  
German class conducted by Irmgard Meyer. Non-Voting Associate ........................$10.00 
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Message from the President 
As we come to the end of another year, we again have much to be thankful for. Pommerntag enjoyed 
good weather, good food, good entertainment, and again, lots of people were helped by our genealogy, 
computer and culture departments. We wish to thank all the people who contributed their time and 
effort to make all our year-long activities run smoothly. 
 
I wish you a joyous Christmas and a Blessed New Year. — Elmer Meyer 

  
 

November Election Results: Verein Officers for 2010 
President ........................................... Elmer Meyer Director ................................................... Jean Klug 
Vice President.............................. Tim Schoessow Director ..........................Duane Bogenschneider 

Secretary............................................Barbara Vaitl Director ...................................... Terry Schoessow 

Treasurer...........................................Duane Kuehl Foundation Rep. ....................Harold Schoessow 
 
At the November elections, Tim Schoessow was re-elected Vice President, Barbara Vaitl was re-elected 
Secretary, Jean Klug was elected Director, and Duane Bogenschneider was elected Director. We thank 
Diane Herlinger and Robert Weiss for their years of service as Directors. 
 
 

2010 Committee Chairmanships 
COMMITTEE COMMITTEE HEADS PHONE 

Anniversary Pins Delores Weiss 920-386-2946 

Bookstore Duane Bogenschneider 920-904-1644 

Culture Irmgard Meyer 262-673-3981 

Folk Fair Jean and Elroy Klug 262-675-6354 

Genealogy Duane Bogenschneider 920-904-1644 

German Fest Culture Committee Robert Weiss (Display) 920-386-2946 

German Society Representative Elmer Meyer 
LeRoy Boehlke 

262-673-3981 
262-242-0653 

Librarian Elaine Kraft 262-376-7641 

Membership Delores Weiss 920-386-2946 

Newsletter Editor LeRoy Boehlke 262-242-0653 

Sunshine Chairman Jean Kuehl 414-354-4228 

Computer Committee 

Terry Schoessow 
Richard Bakken 
Duane Bogenschneider 
Kate Ehlke 

262-242-0724 
 

920-904-1644 
414-672-1257 

 



 
 

 

 

Der Croy Teppich  The Croy Tapestry 
 
The Croy Tapestry in Greifswald in Pommern dates back to 1553. Les and Martha Riggle have translated 
this introduction to the book “Der Croy Teppich.” 
 
 

n the 3rd of June 1681, the nephew of the 
last Duke of Pomerania, Ernst Bogislaw von 

Croy und Arschot, handed over his last will and 
testament to a commission formed for this pur-
pose. In it he deeded, among other items, a 
tapestry from the princely house in which Dr. 
Martin Luther preaches from the pulpit and 
various dukes of Pomerania, along with their 
spouses, are stitched in life-size format  the 
whole being some 30 square meters in size and 
today is known as the Croy Teppich and is a 
valuable work of art in the possession of the 
University of Greifswald. The Croy Teppich is 
rightly known today as one of the more impor-
tant works of art from the time of the 
Reformation. It is a witness to the development, 
through artists like Lucas Cranach, Albrecht 
Dürer, Matthias Grünewald and others, of a new 
world order and of the historical personalities 
who shaped it. In this sense the tapestry serves 
as an example of the beginning of a historical 
humanistic art form and a monumental group 
picture “as an illustration of the Reformation in 
which dynastic interests and relationships are 
manifest.” 
 
The persons shown, besides that of the dominant 
figure of Martin Luther, as well as of Melanchton 
and Bugenhagen, are the members of the houses 
of Saxony and Pomerania who played such sig-
nificant roles spiritually and politically in the 
Reformation. The Croy Teppich, which dates 
back to 1553/56 is really a tapestry of the Refor-
mation. It leads us to the time of the successful 
introduction of the Reformation into Pomerania, 
which was politically and financially to the bene-
fit of the nobility and changed the spiritual 
climate as well. For Saxony it was also a time of 
great social and military conflict, the Schmal-
kaldish wars, the defeat of the Protestants and 
the imprisonment of their leader Prince Johann 
Friedrich the Magnanimous. Finally, the Croy 
Teppich is a witness to the dynastic connection 

between the houses of Saxony and Pomerania 
through the “Torgau Wedding” (1536) between 
Duke Phillip I. and Maria of Saxony. For the 
University of Greifswald the tapestry has a spe-
cial cultural significance in that, as an 
endowment from Duke Bogislaw von Croy, the 
tapestry was to be publicly exhibited once every 
ten years as a memorial to his mother, Anna von 
Croy, in which it was to be hung in the audito-
rium. Even the origins of two of the 
requirements of the Rector of Greifswald, the 
chain of office and rectoring, are related to the 
endowment of the tapestry. The Rector, accord-
ing to the endowment of the tapestry in 1681, is 
required to publicly wear the chain of office and 
carry the picture of Anna von Croy and her hus-
band. 
 
In 1710 the Croy celebration took place for the 
first time. From that time forward the University 
has regularly conducted the celebration every 
ten years, making not only the latest members of 
the Pomeranian ruling house supporters of the 
University, but the entire family supporters. 
 
After the celebration in 1940, by which time 
World War II had broken out, the tradition was 
not followed for the next fifty years. Between 
1945 and 1956 such a celebration was simply not 
possible because the tapestry had been put away 
for safekeeping. It was in 1992, understandably 
not following the prescribed schedule, that a 
Croy celebration was held and the custom begun 
again according to the old University tradition. 
 
Because of its value and size the University sel-
dom exhibited the tapestry, but special pains 
were taken to make it public to the local popula-
tion on certain occasions. After the return of the 
tapestry there were celebrations in 1956 and 
1981, and finally in 1983 as a part of the honoring 
of Luther in Berlin and the Mecklenburg Jubilee 
at the castle in Güstrow. 

 O
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Der Croy Teppich  The Croy Tapestry 
Greifswald, Pomerania 
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Ninikow, Kreis Greifenberg 
 
Originally Ninikow was owned by the von Ninikow family, prior to 1400. In 1490 the town was bought 
by the Domkapital, a branch of the Catholic Bishopric in Cammin. In 1635 the farmers were Bellin, 
Boldeke, Mins, Möller, Ohm, and Knolle. Other residents were Beggerow and Stange. In 1717 the farm-
ers were Bellin, Möller, Wulf, and Labes. In 1823 the families Bellin, Pagenkopf, Laabs, Müller, Wulf, 
Behl, and Schmeling are mentioned, and in 1857 the family Max is mentioned. Runger, Wolf, and Storm 
are mentioned in 1935. 

Farm of the Sturm Family 
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Gross Justin, Kreis Cammin 
 
Gross Justin was called Gustin in 1432. It was first mentioned as a church village in 1369, and it be-
longed to the von Brockhusen family. Following the departure of Pastor Hollatz from the Prussian 
Evangelical state church, a Fachwerk church building was erected in 1847 in the eastern part of the vil-
lage for the “Old Lutherans.” 
 
 

Köpsell Farm 

The Köpsell Farm 

Köpsell Farmhouse 
Cross-section View 

Evangelical Church  View from the Southeast Gross Justin 
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 German Records at the Stettin Archives — Continued 
Edna Cherney located a list of German church and civil records still in the Stettin Archives and other Polish 
Archives. Usually both the German and Polish names for the towns are given, as well as the dates covered 
by the records. 
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Unsere Bibliothek 
Our Library 

 

 
Set of Four Recipe booklets donated by Dr. Hans-
Dieter Wallschlaeger: 1 and 2 - Zempiner 
Fischerezepte (fish recipes); 3 - Zempiner Back-
rezept für Weihnachten und Sylvester (baked goods 
recipes for Christmas and New Year); 4 - Zempiner 
Räucherheft (“Es muss nicht immer Fisch sein” - It 
doesn’t always have to be fish). Each booklet has a 
charming color print by artist Hugo Scheeler, who 
lived in Zempin, Kreis Usedom and Wollin, from 
1921 to his death in 1960. 
 

Stettin auf alten Ansichtskarten (Stettin in Old Post-
cards) - by Roman Czejarek. Reprints of postcards 
in black and white; text in Polish, German, and 
English; c. 2005-2008; ISBN 978-83-61253-09-9. Do-
nated by Marian Baranowski, Stettin. Delivered by 
Bill Ammons in June 2009. Two loose color post-
cards from Stettin were put into the PVF pamphlet 
file. 
 

Und warum habt ihr dem Deutschland verlassen? 
(And why have you left Germany?) - by Heinrich 
Krohn; 300 years of emigration to America; c. 1992; 
ISBN 3-7857-0632-4; black and white illustrations; 
donated by Bill Ammons, June 2009. 
 

Bremen Passenger Lists, 1847-1854 - compiled by 
Gary J. Zimmerman and Marion Wolfert, 
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1985. This ring binder with photocopied informa-
tion was returned to our PVF library by former 
Genealogy Chairman Edna Cherney in 2009. Please 
Note: The Bremen lists have been reconstructed 
from passenger lists of vessels arriving in New 
York (National Archives microfilm publication 
M237). See introduction page. 
 

Jagow to Rubicon - by Berneva Buhrow Hebb; the 
story of Michael Buhrow, 1813-1882. Includes fam-
ily group sheets, black and white photos, and 
alphabetical surname index. Very professional lay-
out. Donated by the author, September 2009. 

German Immigrants in American Church Records: 
Vol 4 - Wisconsin Southwest Protestant, and Vol 5, 
Wisconsin Southeast Protestant - by Roger Minert; 
c. 2007. Extractions by students at Brigham Young 
University of selected church records; samplings  
not all entries in all categories. Includes every 
name index (spellings not always correct). Donated 
by Duane Bogenschneider, August 2009. 
 

Landkreis Stolp in Pommern - by Karl-Heinz Pagel. 
Many black and white photos; descriptive individ-
ual sections on 193 villages, including layout, 
history, culture, customs. Donated by John and Li-
esel Hingst, October 2009. 
 

Die Zastrowen (The Zastrows) - assembled 1862-
1869 from material provided by the senior member 
of the line, Otto von Zastrow. Photocopies of mate-
rial held by Ellsworth Zastrow, Hamburg, WI, 
October 2009. First Zastrow mentioned lived in 
1180, and 508 individual Zastrows are docu-
mented, ending in the 1800s. Detailed military 
service is included. An awesome amount of infor-
mation. 
 
 
 

Open Library Sessions 
Regularly scheduled sessions are also on hold 
through the winter months to give the librarian a 
chance to reorganize. Individual help can still be 
arranged by contacting Elaine Kraft (262-376-7641; 
erkraft376@att.net), especially for out-of-towners. 
There generally is also time before the Verein meet-
ings (6:30 - 7:30 pm) to access library holdings and 
get some genealogy help. Please Note: the librar-
ian’s email address was listed incorrectly in the 
September 2009 newsletter.

 

Frauengruppe 
Frauengruppe did not meet in October and November of 2009 because of a conflict in schedul-
ing. This group will probably take a hiatus during the winter months (January – February - 
March) and reconvene on April 8, 2010. Plans are not definite at this time. The ladies usually 
meet the Thursday before the Friday Verein meetings. Check with our librarian, Elaine Kraft 
(262-376-7641; erkraft376@att.net), for future gatherings. 



 
 

 

 

Locations of Some of the German Tribes Before 400 AD 
 

Around 400 A.D. a number of the German tribes moved to other areas. The West Goths went to Bul-
garia, Italy, and ended up in Spain. The East Goths went to Russia, Italy, and then Austria. The Vandali 
passed through Spain and ended up in northern Africa. The Lombards settled in northern Italy. Some 
of the Sueve went to northwest Spain. The Franks crossed the Rhine River in to Gaul, and became 
France. The Burgundi crossed the Rhine and settled in Eastern France. The Engles and Saxons crossed 
the English Channel and conquered Britain, now called England. 
 
All of these tribes gave up their German language and adopted the local languages, except the Engles 
and Saxons. Our present English is based on the German of the Engles and Saxons, but now most of the 
words come from Latin, French, British, Celtic, Danish and Norwegian. It is said that English is the 
only language that never saw a word it did not like. 
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 Welcome 
 

New Members 
 

 
 
 
 

Lois Ahntholz ............................................................................ Ankeny, IA 

Joyce Anderson .....................................................................Madison, WI 

Lyle Blank..................................................................Prairie du Chien, WI 

Scott Christensen...................................................................... Colona, IL 

Karen Epple ....................................................................... Waukesha, WI 

Jane Johnson ............................................................................Chicago, IL 

Arthur Jordan......................................................................... Chatham, IL 

Byron Kinney.......................................................................... Evanston, IL 

Carl Mueller......................................................................... Iron Ridge, WI 

Arvilla Shoults....................................................................Milwaukee, WI 

Carl Zirbel..............................................................................Dearborn, MI 

 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 

Pommerscher Verein Freistadt 
Editor: LeRoy Boehlke 
Post Office Box 204 
Germantown, WI 53022 
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