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 COMING EVENTS MARCH 2011 

 

 
Friday, April 8, 2011 NO REGULAR MEETING in APRIL, but Join Us the Next Night!  
 
Saturday, April 9, 2011 Lindenwood Community Center Fundraiser  
Join us for the annual fun “rent party” at Circle B Recreation Center on Hwy. 60 in Grafton. Evening begins with ca-
tered dinner at 5:30 pm, followed by three hours of entertainment by the Alte Kameraden Band, Pommersche Tanzdeel 
dance groups and Lindenwood 4-H. Menu: Beef tips and ham, mashed potatoes and gravy, vegetables and salads. Cost: 
$14.00; children $7.00. Raffle and Silent Auction. Pommerscher Verein members provide and sell cakes and tortes for 
dessert! Silent Auction items are appreciated as well. Reservations are needed. Please call (262) 242-3807 or buy tickets 
at Boehlke Hardware, 10712 W. Freistadt Road, Mequon, WI.  
 
Friday, May 13, 2011, 7:30 pm Outside Influences that Make the German Language Interesting  
Guten Abend! Sprechen Sie Deutsch? Eva Tuinstra, a teacher of German at Wauwatosa East High School, will lead an 
enlightening evening of interaction with “High” German. Through the years, this living language has been influenced 
by the Latin, Slavic, French and English languages as well as by historical events. Come and find out how!  
 
May 15 – 27, 2011 Pomeranian Heritage Tour 
Get to see Pomerania and northern Germany. Some of the little villages have not changed much from what they were in 
the 1800’s. For brochures or information call LeRoy Boehlke at (262) 242-0653 or call WTKM Tours at (800) 300-8687. 
 
Saturday & Sunday, May 21 & 22, 2011 Mai Fest in Germantown  
The first German festival of the season! 16300 W. Mequon Road in Germantown. The Pommerscher Tanzdeel will per-
form at 1:00 pm and 3:00 pm Sunday. German food, bands and beer are part of the festival. 
 
Friday, June 10, 2011, 7:30 pm Show-and-Tell 
Do you have an interesting object, letter or story to share? Bring it to talk about at our annual Show-and-Tell Night! If 
you don’t know what the object is, bring it anyway — maybe someone else does! Royal Natzke will again lead the dis-
cussion.  
 
Sunday, June 26, 2011, 12:00 - 5:00 pm Pommerntag - Mequon City Park 
Volunteers and cakes needed! For more details, see inside this newsletter. 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
 
Voting Individual ............................................ $15.00 
Voting Family .................................................. $20.00 
Non-Voting Associate ..................................... $10.00 

MEETING NOTES 

Unless otherwise indicated, all meetings start at 7:30 pm at the Lin-
denwood School, 12351 N. Granville Road 111W, Mequon, WI 53097. 
Note that the building is usually open by 6:30 pm for members who 
would like to attend the German class conducted by Irmgard Meyer. 

Pomeranian Society of Freistadt Newsletter 
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Message from the President 
Hello everyone! I’d like to introduce myself as the 
newest President of the Pommerscher Verein Freis-
tadt. I have lived in Freistadt my entire life and am 
proud to have ancestors who were among the original 
settlers to the area in 1839.  
 A big “thank you” to Elmer Meyer for having 
served the organization so well for his two terms as 
President and for leaving a good example for me to 
follow! Also, thank you to the board and committee 
members, both past and present, who work so hard to 
make this organization what it is. 
 As we look toward the spring and summer, I 
would like to encourage you to participate in several 

upcoming events. The Anniversary Dinner will be at 
the Bavarian Inn at noon on March 27. The Linden-
wood Fundraiser at Circle B is April 9. See 
information elsewhere in the Rundschreiben for de-
tails. 
 It’s not too early to be thinking about Pommern-
tag, our own ethnic festival at Mequon City Park on 
Sunday, June 27. Pommerntag will again include 
food, music, liquid refreshments and fun! Volunteers 
are always needed to make the event a success. 
 Before long, the volunteer lists will even be due 
for German Fest! Enjoy the rest of the winter and 
spring.

 — Tim Schoessow 
 
 

Pommerscher Verein Freistadt Anniversary Dinner 
 

Place ................................... Bavarian Inn — Glendale, WI 

Date .................................... Sunday, March 27, 2011 
Time ................................... 12:00 pm  ....... Dinner 
 1:00 pm .......... Entertainment — “A Little Bit of Heaven” 
Cost .................................... $14.50 ............ Members 
 $19.00 ............ Non-Members 
Menu ..................................  
Roast pork with sauerkraut, beef rouladen, whipped potatoes, carrots, creamy cucumber salad, ap-

ple nut salad, rye bread and butter. Cash bar (wine, beer, soda). 
Reservations ...................... Must be made by March 16, 2011 — please call Bill at (262) 781-7155 or 

email at wvaitl@wi.rr.com 
 
 

Pomerania Heritage Tour 
May 15 – 27, 2011 

 
Get to know the land of your ancestors. If you know 
what town they came from, you probably will be able 
to visit that town. Our professional tour guide makes 
the arrangements for you. It is a beautiful land that 
you really should get to know.  
 
For brochures or information, phone LeRoy Boehlke 
at (262) 242-0653 or WTKM Tours at  
(800) 300-8687.  
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35th Annual Festival 
Sunday, June 26, 2011 ─ Noon to 6:00 pm 
 
 

Mequon City Park 
11333 North Cedarburg Road  
Mequon, Wisconsin 
 

· Free Admission 

· Continuous Entertainment 

· Pommersche Tanzdeel 

· Cultural Exhibits 

· Alte Kameraden Band 

· Genealogy Displays 

· Ethnic Food 

· Free Parking 
 
 

Sponsored By 
 

Pommerscher Verein Freistadt 
PO Box 204, Germantown, WI 53022 
http://pommerschervereinfreistadt.org 
 
For more information call 
(262) 376-7641 or (262) 242-0653 
 

 

Pommerntag! 
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Hoff – Kreis Greifenberg 
The first recorded owner was Heinrich von Hove in 1286. In 1513 the families mentioned were Muldenhaw-
er, Regenwold, Steffen, Brune, Mollre, Dehne, Meure and Wunder. In 1699 the families mentioned were 
Stange, Schmidt, Ohm, Carsten, Batze, Nemitz, Busacker, Steckling, Beggero, Wilbusch and Colberg In 1717 
the families mentioned were Busacker, Butz, Schmidt, Beggerow, Moller, Reko, Riebe, Griep and Boleke. 
 
The church was founded before 1300. The original building was often remodeled. There was a cemetery and 
some farmland between the church and the Baltic Sea. By 1811 the sea had washed away the sand bluffs up 
to the cemetery and by 1874 the church was abandoned. At this time only the south wall is still standing. 

The Church in 1870 The Ruins in 1903 
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The Croy Tapestry and the Reformation 
 
We continue with parts of the booklet about the Croy Tapestry (Der Croy Teppich), which was woven 
from 1553 to 1556. The story involves a lot of the history of Pomerania during the 1500’s. Since 1684 the 
tapestry was at Greifswald University. A few years ago it was moved to the splendid new Pomeranian 
Museum in Greifswald, the Pommersches Landes Museum, under the direction of Dr. Uwe Schroeder. 
We thank Les and Martha Riggle for this translation. 
 
 

The conference in Worms in April of 1546 did 
not move the Dukes; they withdrew in fear at the 
threat of war. On the other hand, at least Philipp 
did not completely withdraw himself from the 
League. In August of 1546, 300 Pomeranian 
knights joined the forces of the League, but 
whether they were secretly sent by Philipp or 
simply with his consent is not known. No more 
support would come from Pomerania, but, on 
the other hand, there was no complete break 
with the League. After his successes against the 
League in February 1547 the Emperor was pre-
pared to punish Pomerania for its part. It was 
only after long discussion that he contented him-
self with a written declaration of loyalty and a 
payment of 90,000 Gulden. 
 
The family relationship between the courts of 
Saxony and Pomerania, that had existed since 
the wedding in 1536, still remained but more in 
areas of culture. Saxony, with its wealth and fur-
ther developed influence, was in contrast to 
Pomerania, which from the time of Bogislaw X 
had little connection with the rest of Germany, 
contributed much to the courts of the Dukes of 
Pomerania. At that time a series of artists came 
from Saxony to Pomerania. When in later years 
the courts of Stettin and Wolgast were able to 
hold their own against the courts of other parts 
of Germany in the second third of the 16th cen-
tury, it was thanks to the Saxon artists who had 
come to the little known land along the Baltic 
Sea to enlighten the court of Maria of Saxony. 
 
Peter Heymanns was probably the first, but not 
the only tapestry maker at the Pomeranian court. 
In the List of Stettin Citizens of the year 1566 the 

tapestry maker Simon von Kallenberge is 
named; it is possible that his successor was Peter 
Heymanns, or that Heymanns had his own shop. 
A longtime employee of Heymanns was Jacob 
von Husen, who was recommended by Duke 
Barnim to the court of Duke Georg von Liegnitz. 
In the year 1606 it was reported that the widow 
of the ducal tapestry maker received a residence 
rent free. In 1589 two hogs from the kitchen and 
18 bushels of rye “from the authorities” were 
delivered to the tapestry maker. There were also 
painters who came from Saxony to Pomerania at 
that time. From about 1565 the painter Thomas 
Taeter of Wittenberg worked in Stettin and in 
1571 was made a citizen of the city. In 1575 a se-
cond court painter appeared and at this time 
“My gracious lord painter” David Rethel of Tor-
gau was granted citizenship. He died in 
November 1591 and in 1609 his son Martin was a 
citizen and court painter for Philipp II. Also, 
Matthias, the son of Naeter, was a citizen in 1596 
and in the following year was named court 
painter, but he died in 1603. 
 
Saxon artists who remained in their homeland 
also worked for the Dukes of Pomerania. In the 
Wolgast inventory of 1560 there were paintings 
of Philipp I and Geog I that had been made in 
Leipzig. Probably they were painted by Hans 
Krell, who was court painter there. When Duke 
Philipp I began an addition to the castle of his 
grandfather Bogislaw, his brother-in-law, Johann 
Friedrich, presented him with ten portraits of 
Saxon nobles by Lucas Cranach for the new ad-
dition. In the year 1562 Duke Johann Friedrich 
ordered from the painter August Cordus in 
Dresden an epitaph for his deceased father. The 
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work was completed in the years 1564/65 and 
was installed in St. Peter's Church in Wolgast. 
The epitaph in brass, which still is in St. Peter's, 
was cast by the bell maker Wolff Hilger of 
Freiberg. 
 
Of the Wittenberg Reformers Johannes Bugen-
hagen maintained the closest connection to 
Pomerania. He carried on a correspondence with 
the advisors of the Dukes of Pomerania of 
which, Jobst von Dewitz and Vivigenz von Eick-
stedt among others, were early followers of the 
teachings of Luther. He also corresponded with 
the Dukes and, after the death of Georg I and the 
change to Philipp and when the Ordering of the 
Church in Pomerania could no longer be de-
layed, he took over the project. Bugenhagen 
opposed the moving of the University from 
Greifswald to Stettin and at his suggestion the 
University was, for all practical purposes, newly 
founded. Martin Luther himself was never in 
Pomerania, but through his friend and student 
Bugenhagen he was without a doubt well in-
formed about the land. Of the Pomeranian 
Dukes he had actually met Bogislaw X and the 
young Barnim and in 1536 also Phillipp I. In his 

letters to the Dukes he gave worthwhile advice 
on leading the Reformation in Pomerania, but in 
these matters he usually deferred to Bugenhagen 
because he was more familiar with the situation 
there. And Philipp Melanchthon was never in 
Pomerania either, but he carried on a corre-
spondence with the educators at Greifswald 
University. Duke Philipp I, who was concerned 
with the education of his sons, invited him in the 
year 1588 to take part in the promotion of Jacob 
Runge in Greifswald. Melanchthon, who knew 
Runge very well from his student days in Wit-
tenberg, declined because of his poor health. But 
he remained in contact with the Court in Wol-
gast. When in 1550 he released Luther's 
translation of the Bible to be printed, he dedicat-
ed the fourth part to Duke Philipp and when in 
1588 the Duke’s Wolgast Castle burned down, he 
sent his condolences. The funeral sermon for 
Philipp I was given by Jacob Runge and it was 
printed in Wittenberg and he oversaw its com-
pletion shortly before his death. It was his wish 
that Jacob Runge, as the successor to Bugenha-
gen, would come to Wittenberg, but this did not 
happen. 

 
 
 

Volunteer Help Wanted 
Telephone Answering Machine 
We need someone to check the messages on our answering machine every few days. This can be done 
from your phone in your house. Call Tim Schoessow at (262) 242-0724 for information. 
 
German Fest Pomeranian Genealogy & Computer Database Tables 
We need to be at the tables and pass out information at German Fest July 21 – 24, 2011. Shifts are usual-
ly 6 hours. Help is also needed to set up and take down our information displays. If interested, write 
Pommerscher Verein Freistadt, PO Box 204, Germantown, WI 53022 or email  
information @pommerscherverinfreistadt.org. 
 
 

Annual Fund Raising Party 
Don’t forget our party on Saturday, April 9, 2011, at the Circle B Recreation Center on Highway 60 in 
Grafton. Information is on page 1. We always have lots of fun!
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Karnitz - Kreis Greifenberg 
 
In 1180 Karnitz was owned by the monastery at Belbuck. By 1321 it was owned by the von Karnitz family. In 
1655 the families listed were Ramthun, Warner, Ohmb, Nordwich, Placke, Latzke, Mültschlaff, Hofemeister, 
Hafedank, Plocke and Wendt. In 1717 the families mentioned were Plack, Hafemeister, Bratz, Schmeling, 
Mitzlaff, Latzke, Ramthun, Warner, Henke, Matthias, Schuhknecht, Tanke and Schlieff. 

 

The Church in Karnitz 
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German Records at the Stettin Archives — Continued 
Edna Cherney located a list of German church and civil records still in the Stettin Archives and other Polish 
Archives. Usually both the German and Polish names for the towns are given, as well as the dates covered 
by the records.  
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Unsere Bibliothek — Our Library 
 
Latest Acquisitions 
 
Zion Ev. Lutheran Church, Therese, Dodge, Co., Wisconsin 
Extractions of church records, 1867-1899; copied from material held by Roy Gentz (2010). 
 
The Villages of Kreis Cammin 
Added from the second printing since it contains the alphabetical surname listing not included previously. 
 
Booklets of Poetry by Ingeborg Carsten-Miller, donated by the author Sept. 2010: 
Last Words, c. 2003 
Ingeborg in Beltsville, c. 1997 
Die Rotten Schue, c. 2002 
15 Years in the Federal Post, c. 2002 
Ingeborg at St. Elmo, c. 1999 
 
First Germans at Jamestown 
Commemorative booklet by the German Heritage Society of Greater Washington, D.C., dated 31 May 1997; 
includes poem by Ingeborg Carsten-Miller; graphics and history of glassmakers. Donated by Carsten-Miller 
Sept. 2010. 
 
WELS Historical Institute Journal - Vol. 28, No. 1 (Spring 2010) 
Donated by Duane and Jean Kuehl June 2010; contains article by Thomas Savlik (p.8-36) entitled, “1839 Old 
Lutheran Migration Funds and Expenses”. 
 
Das Dorf Groβ Linichen von seines Gründing urn 1570 bis 1803 
The village of Gross Linichen from its founding approximately 1570 to 1803 — by Alfred Nehls; c. 1993; text 
in German with introductory English explanation by Dennis Knight. Donated by Dennis Knight Sept. 2010. 
 
 
Open Library Sessions 
Opportunities for individual research help will be offered at the following tentatively scheduled Sunday open 
library sessions from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm: March 20, April 17 and May 22. 
 
The library will also be open on Saturday, June 25 and Monday, June 27, to accommodate Pommerntag visi-
tors. Pre-registration is required for all sessions. Contact Elaine Kraft by phone (262-376-7641) or email 
(erkraft376@att.net). 
 
 
Frauengruppe 
The Frauengruppe will meet on the following Thursdays from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm: 
March 10, May 12 and June 9. There will be no meeting in April.  
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Dolores Froemming ....................................... Kenosha, WI 

Neill and Frances Luebke ............................ Brookfield, WI 

Lynn Potts ........................................................ Kenosha, WI 

George Reinschmidt ............................................ Plano, TX 

 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 

 Pommerscher Verein Freistadt 
Editor: LeRoy Boehlke 
Post Office Box 204 
Germantown, WI 53022 

Welcome 
 

New Members 


	COMING EVENTS MARCH 2011
	Friday, April 8, 2011 NO REGULAR MEETING in APRIL, but Join Us the Next Night!
	Saturday, April 9, 2011 Lindenwood Community Center Fundraiser
	Friday, May 13, 2011, 7:30 pm Outside Influences that Make the German Language Interesting
	May 15 – 27, 2011 Pomeranian Heritage Tour
	Saturday & Sunday, May 21 & 22, 2011 Mai Fest in Germantown
	Friday, June 10, 2011, 7:30 pm Show-and-Tell
	Sunday, June 26, 2011, 12:00 - 5:00 pm Pommerntag - Mequon City Park

	MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
	MEETING NOTES
	Message from the President
	Pommerscher Verein Freistadt Anniversary Dinner
	Pomerania Heritage Tour
	May 15 – 27, 2011
	35th Annual Festival
	Sunday, June 26, 2011 ─ Noon to 6:00 pm
	Mequon City Park
	Sponsored By
	Pommerntag!
	Hoff – Kreis Greifenberg
	The first recorded owner was Heinrich von Hove in 1286. In 1513 the families mentioned were Muldenhawer, Regenwold, Steffen, Brune, Mollre, Dehne, Meure and Wunder. In 1699 the families mentioned were Stange, Schmidt, Ohm, Carsten, Batze, Nemitz, Busa...
	The church was founded before 1300. The original building was often remodeled. There was a cemetery and some farmland between the church and the Baltic Sea. By 1811 the sea had washed away the sand bluffs up to the cemetery and by 1874 the church was ...
	The Croy Tapestry and the Reformation
	Volunteer Help Wanted
	Telephone Answering Machine
	We need someone to check the messages on our answering machine every few days. This can be done from your phone in your house. Call Tim Schoessow at (262) 242-0724 for information.
	German Fest Pomeranian Genealogy & Computer Database Tables
	We need to be at the tables and pass out information at German Fest July 21 – 24, 2011. Shifts are usually 6 hours. Help is also needed to set up and take down our information displays. If interested, write Pommerscher Verein Freistadt, PO Box 204, Ge...
	information @pommerscherverinfreistadt.org.
	Annual Fund Raising Party
	Don’t forget our party on Saturday, April 9, 2011, at the Circle B Recreation Center on Highway 60 in Grafton. Information is on page 1. We always have lots of fun!
	Karnitz - Kreis Greifenberg
	In 1180 Karnitz was owned by the monastery at Belbuck. By 1321 it was owned by the von Karnitz family. In 1655 the families listed were Ramthun, Warner, Ohmb, Nordwich, Placke, Latzke, Mültschlaff, Hofemeister, Hafedank, Plocke and Wendt. In 1717 the ...
	German Records at the Stettin Archives — Continued
	Unsere Bibliothek — Our Library
	Latest Acquisitions
	Open Library Sessions
	Frauengruppe

