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 COMING EVENTS SEPTEMBER 2011 

 

 
Saturday & Sunday, September 24 & 25, 2011 Dheinsville Oktoberfest 

The dance groups of the Pommersche Tanzdeel Freistadt will perform on Saturday at 7:00 pm and at 3:00 pm on Sun-
day. Food and refreshments will be available. Dheinsville Oktoberfest will be at the corner of Highway 145 and Holy 
Hill Road in Germantown. 
 

Sunday, October 2, 2011 German American Day 

The German American Society will hold their annual party at the Schwaben Hof. Price is $20 per person. There will be 
music for dancing. For information, please call Tim at (262) 242-0724. 
 

Friday, October 7, 2011, 5:30 pm Erntedankfest 

We celebrate Erntedankfest, the Pomeranian Thanksgiving, with our annual pot luck dinner. Social time is at 5:30 pm 
with the meal at 6:00 pm.  Please bring a dish to pass. Join in another Pomeranian tradition: bring a decorated garden 
tool for the harvest parade and a food item to be distributed to the poor. Reservations are requested by Wednesday, 
October 5, 2011. Please call Bill at (262) 781-7155 or email him at wvaitl@wi.rr.com. Please tell him you are coming and 
what food you are bringing. 
 

Friday, November 11, 2011, 7:30 pm History of Surveying in Wisconsin 

Les and Lisa von Horn are surveyors in Green Bay. They have records of surveying in Wisconsin, and they will share 
information on the surveying of the land in the Freistadt area in about 1837. They will also tell us how to get surveying 
records on the internet. 
 

Friday, Saturday & Sunday, November 18, 19 & 20, 2011 Holiday Folk Fair 

Music, folk dances and costumes from many parts of the world will be shown at the Holiday Folk Fair in Milwaukee. 
We need volunteers for our display booth. Call Jean Klug at (262) 242-0653 if you can help. 
 

Friday, December 9, 2011, 6:30 pm Weihnachtsfest / Christmas Celebration 

Christmas is a special time of year everywhere it is celebrated and Pomerania is no exception. Come and share the tra-
ditions at Weihnachtsfest. Bring the children and grandchildren. We will enjoy our usual feast of desserts — so bring a 
dessert to pass. Let us know you are coming. Please call Bill at (262) 781-7155 or email him at wvaitl@wi.rr.com by 
Wednesday, December 7, 2011. 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
 
Non-Voting Associate ........................... $10.00 

Voting Individual ..................................... $15.00 

Voting Family ......................................... $20.00 

MEETING NOTES 

Unless otherwise indicated, all meetings start at 7:30 pm at 
the Lindenwood School, 12351 N. Granville Road 111W, Me-
quon, WI 53097. Note that the building is usually open by 
6:30 pm for members who would like to attend the German 
class conducted by Irmgard Meyer. 

Pomeranian Society of Freistadt Newsletter 
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Message from the President 
Wow! The fall season approaches already. Of course, summer always seems to pass quickly, especially when there are 
so many good festivals to attend. Thanks to all of the faithful members who worked tirelessly to make Pommerntag and 
the genealogy and cultural booths at German Fest happen. I heard many positive comments about all of them. 
 
Although not as large as the summer festivals, our fall and winter events of Erntedankfest — Thanksgiving (harvest) 
festival — and Weihnachtsfest — the Christmas party — are always enjoyable. Also, be sure to attend to learn about the 
history of land surveying in Wisconsin in November. I find it fascinating to see the actual records of how the land was 
divided and sub-divided by men who tramped across Wisconsin territory in the mid-1830s. 
 
Beyond the walls of Lindenwood, the fall is filled with festivals and events that celebrate ethnic heritage. Check out an 
Octoberfest near you! The PVF is part of the German-American Society of the Milwaukee area, and that big event is 
Sunday, October 2, beginning at 2:00 pm at the Schwaben Hof. The German Fest office will have more information if 
you are interested. 

Tim Schoessow, President 
 

 

Pommerntag 2011 
We had a beautiful day, and we enjoyed the great music of the 
Freistadt Alte Kameraden Band, the Pomeranian folk dances of 
the Pommerscher Tanzdeel Freistadt, the culture and genealogy 
displays, the Pomeranian food and other refreshments, and the 
button-box music of Peggy Mueller. Mayor Gielow brought us 
greetings from the city of Mequon and State Senator Alberta Dar-
ling brought us greetings from Madison. 

 
 

 

Pommerntag Festival Grounds 

Pomeranian Folk Dances 
by the Pommerscher Tanzdeel Freistadt 

Freistadt Alte Kameraden Band 

Welcome New Members! 

Keith Amborn .................................................... Milwaukee, WI 
Evelyn Bartel ................................................. Oconomowoc, WI 
Christe Beyer .......................................................... Waterloo, WI 
Michelle Evans ........................................................ Mequon, WI 
Barbara Fischer .................................................. Milwaukee, WI 
Debra Fowler ....................................................... Rockledge, FL 
Bill & Paula Hebble .................................................. Chicago, IL 
Ingrid Justman ....................................................... Mayville, WI 
Doris Kerr ................................................................ Horicon, WI 
Robert Kuether .................................................. Manitowoc, WI 
Judy Mathison .................................................... Waukesha, WI 
Dennis Matten ........................................................... Deland, FL 
Jeff Polenske .......................................................... Appleton, WI 
Cheryl Schrader ................................................... Brookings, SD 
Randy Smith ..........................................................LaCrosse, WI 
Mary & Ron Thompson ..................................... Lake Mills, WI 
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The University of Greifswald 
 
 
The University of 
Greifswald was 
founded on 11 Oc-
tober 1456 with 
imperial and papal 
approval.  The 
founding of the uni-
versity was made 
possible by a law 
restricting teaching 
activity at the Uni-
versity of Rostock. 
Several professors left Rostock for Greifswald to 
continue their work there, where Heinrich 
Rubenow saw the chance of establishing his own 
university. 
 
In Germany, there are only four older universities 
that operated continuously: Heidelberg (1386), 
Cologne (1388), Leipzig (1409) and Rostock 
(1419). 
 
International co-operation with other institutions 
of higher education in northern Europe existed 
already in the earliest years, sparked and acceler-
ated by the transnational trading network Hanse. 
From 1456 until 1526, 476 Scandinavians were 
enrolled at Greifswald University and 22 faculty 
members as well as six rectors came from Scandi-
navia. This was a relatively high percentage 
compared to the total number of students at the 
time. 
 
The early sixteenth century saw significant co-
operation of the university, the Lutheran church, 
the city and the Duchy of Pomerania. Professors 
of theology simultaneously served as pastors in 
the three cathedrals. Professors of medicine usu-
ally served as personal physicians of the duke. 
Professors of law where also working at the local 
courts while professors of the faculty of philoso-
phy usually taught the sons and daughters of the 

ducal family. The 
landed nobility also 
funded university-
related purposes 
such as scholarships 
and student bursa-
ries. 
 
The Reformation 
was introduced at 
the university in 
1539. After the secu-

larization of the monastery at Eldena near 
Greifswald, Duke Philipp I of Pomerania gave all 
revenue created by the newly created Amt Elde-
na to the university. 
 
In 1604, the university introduced the first cen-
tralized university library of Germany. The 
university signed a contract with a book printer 
from Wittenberg, Germany, for the amount of 
2,000 Gulden. This contract lasted nearly a centu-
ry due to the disruption caused by the Thirty 
Years’ War. Hence, the university owns prestig-
ious early prints of authors and printers such as 
Johannes Gutenberg or Thomas Thorild. 
 
The Duke of Pomerania was in financial troubles 
and had not paid the professors. As a solution, he 
gave the Amt Eldena to the university — a total 
of 140 square kilometers of land. 
 
The university hospital, which is thought to be 
completed in 2009, will be the most modern up-
to-date full service hospital in Germany, adding 
to the appeal of medical studies at the University 
of Greifswald. 
 
The University of Greifswald was a large scale 
land owner until 1945. It owned more than 140 
square kilometers of arable land. Because of this, 
it was one of the wealthiest universities in Ger-
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many and financially independent. The former 
wealth of the university can still be seen in many 
historic buildings as well as art and other posses-
sions. The Croy Tapestry, a tapestry depicting the 
Reformation from 1554) as well as many century 
old books, fossils, scientific collections from the 
core of possessions which, in the future, will be 
exhibited in the former department of physics 
near the main building. The university also owns 
one of only four remaining 36-line Gutenberg bi-
bles from 1458. 
 
Having survived WWII with little destruction, 
Greifswald was part of the German Democratic 
Republic (East Germany) from 1949-1989. The 

present population of about 55,000 people in-
cludes over 11,000 students and 5,000 university 
employees, so that approximately one of every 
three people is involved in higher education. To-
day, the city is the seat of the bishop of the 
Pomeranian Evangelical Church. It also is home 
to the state archive (Landesarchiv), the church 
archive (Landeskirchliches Archiv) and the Pom-
eranian Museum (Pommersches 
Landesmuseum). 
 
We thank Elaine Kraft for the above information. 
Our Pomerania 2011 Tour was able to visit the 
Landesmuseum and see the famous Croy Tapestry. 

 
 

The Croy Tapestry and the Reformation 
We continue with parts of the booklet about the Croy Tapestry (Der Croy Teppich), which was woven 
from 1553 to 1556. The story involves a lot of the history of Pomerania during the 1500’s. Since 1684 the 
tapestry was at Greifswald University. A few years ago it was moved to the splendid new Pomeranian 
Museum in Greifswald, the Pommersches Landes Museum, under the direction of Dr. Uwe Schroeder. 
We thank Les and Martha RiggIe for this translation. 
 
The quoting of Bible passages in the tapestry, the 
use of texts from Luther and Bugenhagen, the 
depicting of Johann Friedrich and also his father, 
Georg I, who appears as a leading figure in 
Pomerania even though he opposed the Refor-
mation and, above all, the depiction of persons 
such as the second wife of Frederick the Wise, 
the mother of Philipp’s wife Maria, and not the 
first wife, the mother of Johann Friedrich,  all 
this could not have been conceived in Witten-
berg nor in Weimar and must be traced back to 
the person who wrote the contract. If we can 
conceive the composition of the tapestry without 
the thoughts of Philipp I it all might never have 
been completed. Since Philipp had requested 
other pictures from his brother-in-law, it must be 
assumed that they did not arrive in Pomerania 
from Weimar until after the contract had been 
completed. There can be no doubt that a major 
influence on the composition came from the 
workshop of Lucas Cranach. The entire compo-

sition of the picture with the preacher-reformer 
in the pulpit, the others all standing as a congre-
gation, with Johann Friedrich nearest the 
Crucifex, all can be traced back to a woodcut 
from the Cranach workshop, something like 
“The Holy Communion of the Evangelists Com-
pared to the Condemnation to Hell of the 
Papists”, or “The True and the False Religion” 
(with Johann Friedrich as the bearer of the Cross 
beneath the pulpit), also pictured in the City 
Church in Wittenberg. The motive: Preacher - 
Crucifix - Parish was commonly used in the 
Cranach workshop. But the representations of 
the single persons among the Ernestiners go 
back, for the most part, to earlier works of Cra-
nach from the 20s and 30s. The pictures of 
Melanchthon and Bugenhagen can also be found 
in the church in Wittenberg and the pulpit in 
almost exactly the same form with the symbols 
of the four Evangelists can be found in “The Ho-
ly Communion of the Evangelists”. Philipp 
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allowed his children to be pictured by a relative 
of Cranach, but unfortunately, the models have 
been lost. The portraits of Philipp and his wife 
Maria are from portraits made in 1545 by Anton 
de Wida. 
 
The portraits that were used were, for the most 
part, only of the heads and shoulders. The prob-
lem of how to manage the full figures was never 
completely managed and some of the figures are 
out of proportion. Also, the proximity of the 
Crucifix and the column could have been done 
better. A good artist would have arranged the 
subjects differently. But a search for a painter 
was considered, Habich and T. Hoffmann men-
tioned Anton de Wida, but in 1553 he was in 
Wilna. Heilmuth Bethe suggested the Leipzig 
painter of nobility, Hans Krell, who was influ-
enced by Kranach’s assembly line productions. 
The figures are presented in the style of 1551 and 
so is the representation of Prince August of Sax-
ony and his wife, Maria of Denmark. Evidence 
of Krell’s participation can be seen in the group-
ing of the persons and the schematic 
enlargement of head and shoulders to full fig-
ures. The plan can be traced to Philipp I, who 
obviously was involved. (The inventory of the 
Duke included two portraits of Georg I and 
Philipp I that were made in Leipzig, that is, por-
traits by Krell.) But there is no evidence that 
Krell was ever in Pomerania and the theory that 
Philipp had the portraits sent to Pomerania by 
Krell is unlikely. 
 
The close relationship between Wittenberg and 
Wolgast, especially after the princely wedding, 
cannot be denied because the work of Cranach, 
particularly in reproductions, and portraits of 
most of the persons represented were on hand. 
The requirements for the work in Wolgast (or in 
Stettin) were all available. Is it not possible that 
portraits of the children in 1553 were made lo-
cally? Because the children were at that time 
never in Wittenberg, or anywhere outside of 
Pomerania.

One should also, when considering the layout of 
the tapestry, include the creator, Peter Heymans. 
His name is mentioned in a receipt in the year 
1551 and was still in the service of the Dukes of 
Pomerania in the years 1566/67. Nothing is 
known of his origins, possibly he was Flemish or 
Dutch and was brought from the court of Johann 
Friedrich. There was a Dutch tapestry workshop 
in Torgau in the twenties and work was done, 
not only for the ducal houses in Torgau and 
Dresden, but also orders were taken from other 
nobles. This workshop of Heinrich of the Hohe-
mühl produced a series of excellent craftsmen 
and some of them settled in Pomerania. There is 
no record of a stay in Torgau by Peter Heymans, 
but all the evidence points to that possibility, 
also suggested by Mueller, Lessing and Goebel. 
On the 20th of May 1551 he was registered as a 
tapestry maker in Stettin. “With God’s Grace, we 
Barnim etc. hereby make known that we honor 
our dear and true master Peter Heymans as a 
tapestry maker and that he will respect the con-
tents of the inventory, that our tapestry will be 
made truly and diligently as well as all of the 
labor in the time allotted as an obedient servant 
and he shall handle as he sees fit. For this he will 
be paid annually as long as he serves as our tap-
estry maker 25 Gulden in wages, an ox, 2 swine, 
12 bushels of rye, 4 gulden in wood, 3 stones of 
wool from our storehouse in Kolbatz as well as a 
summer garment for his person and in addition 
when he works on our tapestry is guaranteed in 
our letter with our seal given in Old Stettin on 
Wednesday during the Holy Pentacost holidays, 
anno LI. Besides the Croy Tapestry and a wall 
crest that was in the Stettin Provincial Museum 
in 1937, nothing else remains that can be with 
any certainty that of Heymans. In the old Wol-
gast and Stettin inventories there is no evidence 
of anything else. It is true that Peter Heymans 
delivered a “donkey’s blanket” for which he re-
ceived 30 Talers.
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German Records 
at the Stettin Archives — Continued 

Edna Cherney located a list of German church and civil records still in the Stettin Archives and 
other Polish Archives. Usually both the German and Polish names for the towns are given, as well 
as the dates covered by the records.  
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Unsere Bibliothek — Our Library 

Zamzow Family Memoirs, by DuWayne Zamzow. The 
history of Ludwig and Emelia Zamzow, (Posen, Prussia, 
to central Wisconsin). Many photos and nostalgic re-
membrances relating to the emigrant ancestors and their 
descendants. Donated by the author July 2011. DuWayne 
is one of the founders of our sister organization, the 
Pommerscher Verein Central Wisconsin, in Wausau. 
 
Churches of County Schlochau, by Paul Sternberg, c. 
2009. Purchased 2011. The churches are presented alpha-
betically by name of the village where the church was 
located. (Does not document what other villagers attend-
ed a particular church.) Many excellent color photos. A 
welcome addition to our Verein library, since we do not 
have a great deal of information on this particular Kreis. 
 
Photos and Information — Selected Villages in 
Kreis Cammin and Greifenberg. Captions and obser-
vations relative to photos taken in Pomerania by Karen 
Kressin include Wustermitz, Kr. Cammin, plus Treptow, 
Darsow, Dargislaff, and Gützlaffshagen in Kreis Greifen-
berg. Donated July 2010. 
 
Photos and Information — Selected Villages in 
Kreis Cammin and Greifenberg, by Ray Ericksen. 
Photos and material relative to Treptow, (Gützlaffshagen, 
Glanse, Darsow, and Zimdarse, Kr. Greifenberg, with a 
church photo of Baumgarten, Kr. Cammin. Includes an 
English translation of related pages from Chronik des 
Ames Treptow, ehemals Kloster Belbuck by Dr. Albert Uhich. 
Donated 2010.

The Church at Hoff Kreis Greifenberg, published by 
the Pommerscher Verein Freistadt, April 2011. Presented 
in two parts. Part I is an English translation of Pastor Jo-
hannes Kummrow’s chronicle entitled Vergilbte Blätter. 
Part II is a collection of more current information relating 
to the Hoff community. A copy has been put into our 
Verein library. Copies are also available for purchase. See 
the price sheet in this newsletter. 
 
 
Open Library 
Open Library Sessions are tentatively scheduled from 
2:00 pm to 4:00 pm on the following Sundays:  Sep-
tember 18, October 23 and November 20. There will 
be no December session. Advance registration is re-
quired. Email our librarian at erkraft376@att.net or 
call her at (262) 376-7641. 
 
 
Frauengruppe 
Frauengruppe will meet at 11:00 am to 2:00 pm on the 
following Thursdays: October 13, November 10 and 
December 8. 
 
New members are always welcome. 
Bring a bag lunch. Dessert and beverage 
will be provided. Come and help with 
various clerical duties in the library. 

 
 

The Church at Hoff, Kreis Greifenberg 
 
This is the Pomeranian church that has been falling down the cliff toward the Baltic 
over several centuries. Its history is told in two parts. Part I is an English transla-
tion of Pastor Johannes Kummrow’s chronicle of the Hoff parish, as published in 
Stettin in 1924 (4th edition). Every effort has been made to adhere as carefully as 
possible to the original German version. Part II is a collection of more current in-
formation including a map of the villages comprising the Hoff community (Hoff, 
Gross Horst, Klein Horst, Ninikow, Pustichow, Rewahl, Schleffin, Baldebus, Lü-
chenthin and Poberow). 
 
Other additions are the mermaid legend; a section on a few of the various art-
ists who captured the declining ruin in oils, watercolors, and ink; and photos 
of the Hoff area today, plus photos of the second and third church buildings 
that replaced the ruin.  
 
Copies of this booklet can be purchased by mail. See the enclosed price sheet. 
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2012 Pommerscher Verein Freistadt Bookstore Order Form 
BOOKS MEMBERS NON-MEMBERS QUANTITY TOTAL $ 
Pomerania, Its People and History $7.00 $8.00   
Pomeranian Customs and Culture $7.00 $8.00   
Pomerania: Atlantic Bridge to Germany $22.00 $25.00   
Pomerania Place Name Index $12.00 $14.00   
Germany, 2000 Years of Culture and History $8.00 $9.00   
Lands of the German Empire $20.00 $22.00   
Favorite Recipes of Pommern Cooks $9.00 $10.00   
The Old Lutherans – 3 Volumes $67.00 $72.00   
19th Century Emigration of “Old Lutherans” $20.00 $23.00   
Freistadt and the Lutheran Immigration $12.00 $15.00   
Pomeranian Culture and Genealogy $10.00 $12.00   
The Villages of Kreis Cammin $30.00 $35.00   
The Nobleman Among Brothers $13.00 $15.00   
Wisconsin: Its Counties, Townships & Villages $18.00 $20.00   
Wisconsin Office of Emigration, 1852-1855 $18.00 $21.00   
Deutsches Geschlechterbuch, Vol. 191 $45.00 $50.00   
MAPS MEMBERS NON-MEMBERS QUANTITY TOTAL $ 
Karte von Pommern - 1:300,000 Scale $25.00 $28.00   
Heimatkarte - 1 :400,000 Scale $20.00 $23.00   
Individual Kreis Maps - 1:100,000 Scale - CIRCLE NAME OF KREIS:  
Arnswalde, Belgard, Bütow, Cammin, Deutsch Krone/Schneidemühl, Dramburg, Fla-
tow, Friedeberg, Greifenhagen/Stettin, Greifswald, Kolberg-Körlin, Köslin,  
Lauenburg, Naugard, Netzekreis, Neustettin, Pyritz, Regenwalde, Rummelsburg,  
Saatzig/Stargard, Schlawe, Schlochau, Stolp, Usedom-Wollin 

$18.00 $21.00   

Individual Kreis Maps (Copies) - CIRCLE NAME OF KREIS:  
Anklam, Demmin, Greifenberg, Grimmen, Rügen, Ueckermunde 

$9.00 $10.00   

German Maps & Facts $14.00 $16.00   
The Church at Hoff, Kreis Greifenberg $14.00 $16.00   
MEMORABILIA MEMBERS NON-MEMBERS QUANTITY TOTAL $ 
Polo Shirt - Select M, L or XL $17.00 $19.00   
Polo Shirt - XXL $19.00 $21.00   
Sweat Shirts - Select M, L or XL $18.00 $20.00   
Sweat Shirts - XXL $20.00 $22.00   
T-Shirts - Select M, L or XL $13.00 $15.00   
T-Shirts - XXL $15.00 $17.00   
Tote Bag $15.00 $17.00   
Patches $3.50 $4.50   
Auto Decal $2.50 $3.00   
Key Ring $4.00 $5.00   
Glass Steins $6.00 $7.00   
Ceramic Beer Steins - Select Blue or White $16.00 $18.00   
Coffee Cups $9.00 $10.00   
Flag of Pomerania $65.00 $68.00   
Elbsegler Fisherman’s Cap — Select Size:  
6 5/8, 6 3/4, 6 7/8, 7, 7 1/8, 7 1/4, 7 3/8, 7 1/2, 7 5/8, 7 3/4 

$36.00 $39.00   

MUSIC  MEMBERS NON-MEMBERS QUANTITY TOTAL $ 
Sie Haben Die Musik Nicht Vergessen! (Music CD) $15.00 $18.00   
Weihnachtlich Glänzet der Wald (Music CD) $15.00 $18.00   
Die Freistadt Alte Kameraden Spielen Auf! $15.00 $18.00   
MEMBERSHIP MEMBERS NON-MEMBERS QUANTITY TOTAL $ 
Voting Individual $15.00 N/A   
Voting Family $20.00 N/A   
Non-Voting Associate $10.00 N/A   

SHIPPING & HANDLING 
Per Shipment Charge of $3.00 $3.00 

Plus $1.00 per Item for Shipping  $1  x  
PRICES APPLY TO USA ORDERS TOTAL  

Mail to: Pommerscher Verein Freistadt, Box 204, Germantown, WI 53022 
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