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 COMING EVENTS MARCH 2012 

 
 

Sunday, March 25, 2012, 12:00 Noon German Dinner 
A German dinner at Trinity Freistadt, the first Lutheran church in Wisconsin and the first German speaking settlement in Wis-
consin. Find details inside. 
 
NO REGULAR MEETING IN APRIL — Please Join Us on April 20, 2012 
 
Friday, April 20, 2012 Annual Fundraiser — Lindenwood Community Center — Freistadt Heritage Foundation 
This is the night that keeps the lights on and the heat and air conditioning coming at Lindenwood.  Please consider attending 
this fun-filled evening at Circle B in Cedarburg that includes a catered dinner, hours of entertainment and silent auction.   Find 
details elsewhere in this newsletter. 
  
Sunday, April 29, 2012, 12:30 pm Anniversary Dinner 
Our annual anniversary dinner will be at the popular Iron Ridge Inn in Iron Ridge, WI. The meal is always great. See inside 
for more information. 
   
Friday, May 11, 2012, 7:30 pm History of German Winemakers in Southeast Wisconsin & Wine Tasting 
It is well known that Germans made beer in Southeast Wisconsin, but did you know they also made wine?  Stefaney Maloney, 
Wine Manager at Otto’s Wine Cask in Brown Deer, will share this fascinating story and bring along some wines to sample. 
Learn about the German influences on American winemaking and how the indigenous grapes of Wisconsin benefitted from 
German winemaking history. Come savor both German and Wisconsin grape varietals. 
 
Saturday & Sunday, May 19 & 20, 2012 Mai Fest in Germantown 
The first German festival of the season! 16300 W. Mequon Road in Germantown. The Pommerscher Tanzdeel will perform on 
Sunday. German food, bands and beer are part of the festival. 
 
Friday, June 8, 2012, 7:30 pm  Show and Tell Night 
It is during this evening that the group gets to have a peek into your attic, bookshelf, or ancestor’s trunk.  If you have some-
thing to share, bring it along to the meeting!  If you don’t know what something is, bring it along too.  Someone else might be 
able to help! 
 
Sunday, June 24, 2012, 12:00 - 6:00 pm Pommerntag at Mequon City Park  
This is our showcase event that shares Pomeranian culture with anyone who cares to stop by the park, northwest of the corner 
of Cedarburg and Mequon Roads on this summer afternoon.   Look for the Pommersche Tanzdeel dance group, the Alte Ka-
meraden Band and other entertainment at this free activity.  Research your family tree in the Cultural Area or buy lunch.  
Brats, sliced pork, traditional red cabbage, potato salad, desserts, traditional beverages, it’s all here!  Will you be? Help is al-
ways needed as well, if you can volunteer. 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
 
Non-Voting Associate ........... $10.00
Voting Individual ..................... $15.00
Voting Family .......................... $20.00

MEETING NOTES 

Unless otherwise indicated, all meetings start at 7:30 
pm at the Lindenwood School, 12351 N. Granville Road 
111W, Mequon, WI 53097. Note that the building is usu-
ally open by 6:30 pm for members who would like to 
attend the German class conducted by Irmgard Meyer.
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Message from the President 
If you are a local member, I hope you were able to attend some of the fine winter programs the Verein has 
enjoyed.  The “tour” of Pomerania was interesting, and those of us who were able to make it through the 
snowfall in February enjoyed the well-researched history of the German-Americans’ role in the Civil War.  
I’m looking forward to the spring programs as well.  Who knew there was a German winemaking tradition 
in Wisconsin? 
 

 As I write this, the fasching gatherings are in full swing in the area.  Fasching is a southern German tradi-
tion, but it makes me think of our major upcoming events: the FHF Fund Raiser on April 20, the 
Anniversary Dinner on April 29, and Pommerntag the last Sunday in June.  Please put these activities on 
your calendar if you live close by.  If you live elsewhere, have you ever thought about planning a vacation 
to the area at the end of June?  It’s a great time of year in southern Wisconsin.  If that’s not possible, dona-
tions made to the “Friends of Pommerntag” are another way to help. 

Hope to see you soon, 
Tim Schoessow, President 

 
 

Anniversary Dinner — Sunday, April 29, 2012 
Our annual Anniversary Dinner will be held at the popular Iron Ridge Inn in Iron Ridge, WI this year. The 
bar will be open for socializing and drink purchases before the buffet dinner, which will be served starting 
at 12:30 pm. A full family buffet including soup, salad and dessert will be offered for your enjoyment. 
 

The cost is $15.00 for Individual or Family members, $17.00 for guests or Associate members and $9.00 for 
children. Reservations are needed by April 20, 2012. Send your reservation and check to Bill and Barb Vaiti, 
4180 Cherokee Drive, Brookfield, WI 53045. For more information, call them at (262) 781-7155 or email at 
wvaitl@wi.rr.com. 
 

Certificates and pins will be awarded respectively to 10 and 25-year members. Entertainment will be pro-
vided following the dinner. Hope to see you there!  
 

Directions to Iron Ridge: If you are traveling Highway 60, go north on Highway 67; if you are traveling 
Highway 33 go south on Highway 67. The Iron Ridge Inn is located on Main Street in Iron Ridge. 
 
 

Lindenwood Community 
Center Fund Raiser 

Friday, April 20, 2012 
Join us for the annual fun “rent party” at Circle B 
Recreation Center on Hwy. 60 in Grafton. Evening 
begins with catered dinner at 5:30 pm, followed by 
3 hours of entertainment by the Alte Kameraden 
Band, Pommersche Tanzdeel dance groups and 
Lindenwood 4-H. Menu: Beef tips and ham, 
mashed potatoes and gravy, vegetables and salads. 
Cost: $14; children $7. Raffle and Silent Auction. 
Pommerscher Verein members provide and sell 
cakes and tortes for dessert! Silent Auction items 
are appreciated as well. Reservations are needed. 
Please call (262) 242-3807 or buy tickets at Boehlke 
Hardware, 10712 W. Freistadt Road, Mequon, WI. 

Dr. Rita Scheller Visits 
Once Again! 

Dr. Scheller was born in Pomerania near Stolp, and 
was evicted in 1946 along with the rest of the Ger-
mans. She wrote the splendid book “Jamund,” 
which gives such a good description of Pomerani-
an culture before 1939. She lives in Hannover, 
Germany, but she spends her vacations every year 
by going back to Pomerania and helps those Ger-
man women who stayed behind because they had 
a Polish husband. She also helps the three Evangel-
ical churches that have been established in 
Pomerania. On this past November 17 she and her 
daughter, Mechi, visited us in Freistadt. We had a 
nice visit, and we are happy that she took the time 
to see us. 



 
 

 

 
Email: information@pommerschervereinfreistadt.org — 3 — http://www.pommerschervereinfreistadt.org 

Pommerntag!
Outdoor German Festival 

 
 
 
 

 
37th Annual Festival 

─Sunday, June 24, 2012  Noon to 6:00 pm 
 

Mequon City Park 
11333 North Cedarburg Road | Mequon, Wisconsin 
 
 Free Admission  Alte Kameraden Band 
 Continuous Entertainment  Genealogy Displays 
 Pommersche Tanzdeel  Ethnic Food 
 Cultural Exhibits  Free Parking 

 

Sponsored By 
Pommerscher Verein Freistadt 
PO Box 204 | Germantown, WI 53022 
 

For More Information Call or Email 
(262) 376-7641 or (262) 242-0653 
queries@pommerschervereinfreistadt.org 
http://pommerschervereinfreistadt.org 
 

 
 

 
 
 

The Cemetery at Dorphage, Kreis Cammin 
Andrew Dumman sent Elaine, our librarian, some information on the cemetery at Dorphagen. Most of the 
German cemeteries in this part of Pomerania were destroyed, and the gravestones were hauled away and 
used for construction elsewhere. Probably because this cemetery was in a very small town, the cemetery was 
overlooked, and many of the stones remained, but mostly hidden and buried by now.  
 

Hans Kuertz in Germany sent Mr. Dumman this information, which was compiled by someone living in 
Kiel, Germany, but who was born near this cemetery. For years he came to Dorphagen to dig out and save 
these stones, and to record the information on them. We thank them for sharing this information. Because 
Kreis Cammin was in the center of Pomeranian emigration to Wisconsin, more than half of the burials rep-
resent names that are also found in the Freistadt area. 
 

FIRST NAME LAST NAME NAME OF WIFE BORN DIED
Carl Schössow  1851 1882 
Anna Will Bruss 1860 1912 
Maria Anna Louise Bohl Krause 1797 1850 
Emilie Knuth Mai 1851 1916 
Maria Barske Hoffmann 1866 1937 
Ernst Barske  1853 1935 
Friedrich Lemke  1841 1891 
Wilhelmine   1821 1875 
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FIRST NAME LAST NAME NAME OF WIFE BORN DIED
Wilhelmine Böttcher Ehlke 1825 1905 
Wilhelmine Teich Rahn 1815 1869 
Eduard Grimm  1841 1900 
August Mey  1855 1900 
Johann Böttcher  1825 1910 
Meta Buth Viergutz 1909 1936 
Caroline Sell Hempel 1833 1904 
Maria Teich  1872 1879 
Paul Hennke  1875 1927 
Willy Radloff  1896 1928 
Hellmut Radloff    
Johann Lange  1873 1926 
August Bartelt  1864 1926 
August Krüger  1895 1928 
Ida Bartelt Habeck 1872 1913 
Emilie Baumgardt Böttcher 1847 1936 
Emilie Erdmann  1857 1939 
Julius Beyersdorff  1857 1935 
Anna Beyersdorff Straβenburg 1863 1936 
Friederika Zickermann Macheel 1829 1913 
Auguste Bardtke Arndt 1854 1938 
Anna Jahnke Bartelt 1853 1939 
Hermann Erdmann  1834 1922 
Helene Lademacher Bölck 1889 1919 
Emilie Küsel  1889 1936 
Hanna Erdmann Schmechel 1840 1923 
Anna Schössow  1894 1917 
Johanna Böttcher Laabs 1848 1933 
Hulda Borchard Volo 1890 1937 
Dora Riebe    
August Gustmann  1847 1917 
Anna Kiekhafer Lübcke 1863 1938 
August Kiekhafer  1852  
Hermann Dalke  1872 1921 
Hugo v. Lilienthal. Gen. Major a.D 1816 1890 
Berta Auguste Riebe  1902 1914 
Wilhelmine Wege Ziesener 1838 1915 
Charlotte Medenwaldt Rieckmann  1847 
Wilhelm Schulz  1843 1904 
Heinrich Teich  1821 1879 
Johanna Klöhn Janke 1852 1913 
Ewald Colberg  1895 1917 
Auguste Hornburg Neitzel 1838 1915 
Henriette Rackow Zühlke 1804 1883 
Wilhelmine Henriett Schössow Harder 1821 1892 
Emilie Alexander Gebhard 1845 1905 
Friederike Lüdtke Fleischfresser 1830 1904 
Gustav Krohlow  1855 1923 
Heinrich Bogislav Pahl  1792 1867 
Emilie Wendlandt Rüge 1873 1936 
Hugo Bülow  1909 1913 
Otto Hermann Karl Lüdtke  1907 1915 
J Ohm  1846 1911 
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Gützlaffshagen, Kreis Greifenberg 
The first German settlers were mostly Saxons from Westphalia. In 1287 Von Bevenhusen owned the land, 
and in 1315 the Bishop in Cammin bought it. In 1409, the Cloister in Belbuck bought the land. Around 1500 
the names listed are Klotze, Landtbrecht, Tewess, Frese, Bolke, Lütke, Treptow, Tyess, Raske, Reimer, 
Glambeck, Ratke, Jentze, Rhete, Götzke,Gulke, Kikebuss, Heidemann, Tiegs, Steckling, Batze, Schlutow, 
Riemer, Debers, Ziemer, Arndt, Laabs, Schwanz and Wesenberg. In 1854 the families listed are Mueller, 
Arndt, Wesenberg, Ebert, Pagenkopf, Butzlaff, Laabs, Treptow, Hoppe, Guhlke, Buchholz, Wille, Schwantz, 
Lüdtke, Bentz, Gädtke, and Lesher. 
 
 
  

Gastwirtschaft, Bes, Emil Baatz  
Rooms for Rent 

Kirche 
Church 

Bahnhof
Station 
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The Croy Tapestry and the Reformation 
We continue with parts of the booklet about the Croy Tapestry (Der Croy Teppich), which was woven from 1553 
to 1556. The story involves a lot of the history of Pomerania during the 1500’s. Since 1684 the tapestry was at 
Greifswald University. A few years ago it was moved to the splendid new Pomeranian Museum in Greifswald, 
the Pommersches Landes Museum, under the direction of Dr. Uwe Schroeder. We thank Les and Martha Riggle 
for this translation. 
 
On the 4.46 (14 ½ feet) meter high and 6.90 meter (22 
½  feet) wide tapestry, which is framed with a 40-60 
centimeter border, and is all in one piece, there are a 
number of figures, crests and ornaments; a clear com-
position is visible. The centerpoint shows Martin 
Luther, standing in a pulpit with his right hand point-
ing toward Christ on the Cross, which dominates the 
left half of the picture. At the foot of the pulpit stand 
separated groups of the Pomeranian and Saxon ruling 
families. Over their heads to the left is the Saxon and 
to the right the Pomeranian crests; both matching the 
masculine members. Beneath these are the smaller 
crests for the feminine members with the following 
inscription: 

Margareta Princess of Anhalt, Duchess of Saxony and Engern, 
Sibella nee Jülich, Duchess of Saxony, 

Amelia, nee Palatine Countess, Lady of Duke George, 
Anna nee Braunschweig and Lüneburg, Lady of Duke Barnim, 

Maria nee Saxony, Duchess of Pomerania, Lady of Duke Philipp. 
 

The pulpit, an early example of a Renaissance work, 
before a broad column and the work of a stonemason, 
shows the symbols of the four evangelists Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John and beside them stands Moses 
with two stone tablets with the Hebrew inscription: 

“Love Jehova, your God” and 
“Love your neighbor as yourself” 

 
To the right above the pulpit is an hour glass, a sign 
of the transitory condition of all that is earthly (or as a 
timepiece for the sermon?). Between the pulpit and 
the crucifix there is a longer inscription: 
“Behold, this is the Lamb of God Who bears the sins of the world. 

This is the one told you about. John I. 
And as Moses in the desert raised up a snake 
So must the Son of Man be raised up so that 
All who believe in Him will not be lost but 

have eternal life. John: III. MDLIII” 

Opposite this inscription and to the right of the pulpit 
and the Pomeranian crests there is an explanation of 
the donation of the tapestry, which was added at the 
restoration in the year 1893 and replacing an un-
known 18th century inscription that was cut out is: 

“Finished in 1554 in Stettin to the University of Greifswald by 
Ernst Bogislaw Duke of Croy, the last of our old ruling family, 

donated in 1684, restored in 1893.” 
 
The upper edge of the tapestry contains a scripture 
and two Reformation texts: 

He was judged by the evildoers and had born many sins and 
had prayed for the evildoers. Esaie am LIII. 

 
The crest of Melanchthon, a cross with a snake 
wrapped around it on a blue field, separates this text 
from the following inscription: 

Anno MDXVII the Honorable Doctor Martin Luther began in 
Wittenberg to preach the Word of God loudly and clearly until in 

Anno MDXLVI the XVIII February his death came in the 
63rd year of his life. 

 
Following this is the crest of Martin Luther, a white 
rose with six petals and surrounded by green leaves, 
in the center a blood-red heart containing a black 
cross with the following inscription: 

In the Year of Our Lord MDXXXV there was in Pommerland the 
Grace, the Godly Word shown and preached by 

D. Johan Bugenhagen. 
 
The upper border shows the crest of Bugenhagen, a 
golden harp with ornaments on a blue background. 
 
The lower border shows the names of the most prom-
inent nobles, separated by ornaments, on the left side 
those of Saxony and on the right those of Pomerania. 

  

Welcome New Members! 
Michael Bublitz ........................................................................................................................... Glendale, WI 
Gary Carson ......................................................................................................................... Grand Island, NE 
Richard Grunke ........................................................................................................................... Hartland, WI 
Scott Thomas ........................................................................................................................... New Berlin, WI 
Edward Wesley .......................................................................................................... Stiefenhofen, Germany 
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Unsere Bibliothek — Our Library 

Library Report 
There were no new acquisitions this quarter, but 
work is progressing on the new library catalog. 
Each book is examined individually, photo-
graphed, and entered into the new database. The 
software being used is Readerware version 3.05, 
which seems to suit our needs quite well. If a book 
is listed in the Library of Congress catalog, its writ-
ten description can be captured and automatically 
entered into our Verein catalog, saving some data 
entry time. Because storage space is so limited, all 
books are being reevaluated for their relevance for 
Pomeranian researchers. 
 
After the cataloging is completed, we hope to de-
velop an identification system so that any 
researcher can refer to an index and immediately 
find a particular book on the shelf without having 
to rely upon the librarian. Unfortunately, this sys-
tem will only work if all library shelves can 
accommodate full-sized 8 ½” x 11” volumes. Our 
present bookcases have varying amounts of space 
between shelves. They will have to be reworked or, 
possibly, replaced. Any comments or suggested 
solutions would be appreciated.

Open Library 
Genealogy help for Pomeranian researchers will be 
offered on the following Sundays from 2 to 4 pm at 
our Lindenwood meeting place: March 18, April 22 
and May 22. Please note that pre-registration is re-
quired. Contact our librarian by phone at (262) 376-
7641 or by email (erkraft376@att.net). If no one reg-
isters, there will be no research session. 
 
Because of Pommerntag, there is no Sunday ses-
sion scheduled for June, but the library will be 
open the day before and the day after our festival 
(Saturday, June 23 and Monday, June 25) begin-
ning at 10:00 am. Again, pre-registration is 
required. 
 
 

Frauengruppe 
The Verein ladies’ auxiliary will meet 
on the following Thursdays from  
11 am to 2 pm: March 8, April 8  
(tentative) and May 10. Bring a  
bag lunch; dessert and coffee will be  
provided. New helpers are always  
welcome to assist with library chores and to enjoy 
the Gemuetlichkeit. There will be no Frauengruppe 
meeting in June. 

 
 

Second Annual Traditional German Dinner & Entertainment 
What ..........................................A Fund Raiser Sponsored by Trinity — Freistadt Historical Society with proceeds 

split between Karenni Refugee Milwaukee Mission and Trinity Historical Site 

Date ............................................Sunday, March 25, 2012 

Time ...........................................Buffet Dinner: 12:00 – 1:30 pm; Entertainment 1:30 – 3:00 pm 

Place ..........................................Trinity Freistadt Gym, 10729 W. Freistadt Road, Mequon, WI 

Cost ............................................$22 ($6 tax deductible); Children’s Meal $3 (hot dog plate) 

Menu ..........................................Smoked Pork Chop, Sauerbraten, Spaetzel, Sauerkraut, Red Cabbage, Green Beans 
Almandine, Coffee, Milk (beer, soda, Black Forest Cherry Torte and Strudel availa-
ble for purchase) 

Music & Entertainment ........Pommersche Freistadt Späldeel 

Special Feature ......................Dancing by Pommersche Tanzdeel Lutten (little children’s group) 

RSVP ..........................................By March 19, 2012 to (262) 242-0184 — because the meat is specially 
prepared, reservations are necessary 
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German Records 
at the Stettin Archives — Continued 

Edna Cherney located a list of German church and civil records still in the Stettin Archives and other 
Polish Archives. Usually both the German and Polish names for the towns are given, as well as the 
dates covered by the records.  
 


