
 
 

 
 
Email: information@pommerschervereinfreistadt.org — 1 — http://www.pommerschervereinfreistadt.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 COMING EVENTS SEPTEMBER 2013 

 

 
Saturday & Sunday, September 28 & 29, 2013 Dheinsville Oktoberfest 
The dance groups of the Pommersche Tanzdeel Freistadt will perform on Saturday at 7:00 pm and at 3:00 
pm on Sunday. Food and refreshments will be available. Dheinsville Oktoberfest will be at the corner of 
Highway 145 and Holy Hill Road in Germantown. 
 
Friday, October 11, 2013, 5:30 pm Erntedankfest 
What includes a potluck dinner, good company, entertainment, a parade, and decorated garden tools? 
Erntedankfest! The Pomeranian Thanksgiving begins with a social time at 5:30 pm and the potluck dinner 
follows at 6:00 pm. Please call the Vaitl’s at (262) 781-7155 or email at wvaitl@wi.rr.com to make a reserva-
tion and indicate what food you are bringing by Wednesday, October 10, 2013. Bring a decorated garden 
tool and a food item for a local food pantry if desired. 
 
Friday, November 8, 2013, 7:30 pm A History of the German Postal System 
Have you ever seen a postal stamp that has a face value of 2 million marks? It’s dated in 1922! From the days 
of Regensburg’s Turn und Taxis postal service in the 16th century to today, the stamps of the German postal 
system trace the history of Germany. Come hear more about this interesting topic. If you have old German 
postal stamps, bring them along to share your story of how they relate to your family history. 
 
Friday, Saturday & Sunday, November 15, 16 & 17, 2013 Holiday Folk Fair 
Music, folk dances and costumes from many parts of the world will be shown at the Holiday Folk Fair in 
Milwaukee. We need volunteers for our display booth. Call Jean Klug at (262) 675-6354 if you can help. 
 
Friday, December 13, 2013, 6:30 pm Weihnachtsfest/Christmas 
This special celebration of Pomeranian Christmas traditions is always a highlight of the year. Bring the chil-
dren and grandchildren if desired and a dessert to share. Note the special starting time. Please call the 
Vaitl’s at (262) 781-7155 or email at wvaitl@wi.rr.com to make a reservation by Wednesday,  
December 12, 2013. 

 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
 
Non-Voting Associate ............ $10.00 

Voting Individual ..................... $15.00 

Voting Family .......................... $20.00 

MEETING NOTES 

Unless otherwise indicated, all meetings start at 7:30 
pm at the Lindenwood School, 12351 N. Granville Road 
111W, Mequon, WI 53097. Note that the building is usu-
ally open by 6:30 pm for members who would like to 
attend the German class conducted by Irmgard Meyer. 

POMMERSCHER 
VEREIN FREISTADT 

 
Post Office Box 204 

Germantown, WI 53022 
Editor: LeRoy Boehlke 

 

 

Pomeranian Society of Freistadt Newsletter 



 
 

 
 
Email: information@pommerschervereinfreistadt.org — 2 — http://www.pommerschervereinfreistadt.org 

Message from the President 
Guten tag! Thank you for all of the support during 
our summer festivals — Pommerntag and German 
Fest. We had beautiful weather for both, which cer-
tainly helped with moods and attendance! It was 
excellent beer and brat weather. I especially appreci-
ate everyone who came long distances and/or took 
time out of their schedules to help put on the events. 
 

About 70 of us also had a wonderful evening in Old 
Freistadt on July 12. The weather was again perfect 
and the Pipkorns went out of their way to make the 
evening special. 
 

As we look toward fall, please try and join us for 
Erntedankfest in October. Don’t forget your decorat-
ed garden tool! Christmas will be here before you 
know it. Weihnachfest is always a special way to 
begin the holiday season. Look for details on both 
elsewhere in the Rundschreiben. 
 

Fall will also bring another round of elections for our 
organization. Please consider running for a position. 

 Tim Schoessow 

2013 German Fest 
It was nice to meet so many members and friends at 
German Fest this year. We had a good turnout of 
members as we joined in the Saturday parade. As al-
ways, the Alte Kameraden Band and the Pommersche 
Tanzdeel performed on the various stages. Volunteers 
from distant parts of Wisconsin, plus some from 
Ohio, Illinois, and Minnesota signed up as volunteers 
to help at display tables, or to march in the parade. 
Maybe you should come someday to volunteer and 
be a part of German Fest. 

 
 

Pommerntag 2013 
It was a beautiful day and a lot of people came out to enjoy Pommerntag. The Alte Kameraden Band played, the 
Pommersche Tanzdeel performed Pomeranian folk dances, and the genealogy tables were busy. The Book Store 
sold lots of books, the German model trains were popular, and 
we sold out of German food and German beer. 

  

Alte Kameraden Band at German Fest 

Pommersche Tanzdeel at Pommerntag 

Culture Display at Pommerntag Alte Kameraden Band at Pommerntag 
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A Great Tour of Pomerania 
Our tour of Pommern this past May went well, and we had a very 
enjoyable trip. In Schwerin we saw the castle and walked the 
charming market square area. Wisbu, with its churches built in 
the 1300’s, was fascinating. In Rostock we saw the old town area 
with its original city wall, and we saw the centuries old wooden 
clock and time machine. 
 
We saw the historic village buildings at Glockenhagen, toured the 
market square at Stralsund, and at Ruegen we visited the Pom-
mern museum and saw the colorful chalk cliffs. In Greifswald we 
got an educational program on the genealogy holdings of the Ar-
chives, and Dr. Schroeder arranged a nice tour of the 
Pommersche Landesmuseum. 
 
We had stops at the historic Cammin, and at Hoff where most of 
the church has been washed into the Baltic Sea. In Kolberg we 
had a boat ride on the Baltic Sea, and visited the old church which 
was founded in 1150 AD. We visited the Teutonic Knights castle 
at Buetow, and the market square in Danzig was fascinating. The 
Marienburg castle at Marburg was awesome, and Stettin is recov-
ering nicely after the destruction of World War II. Our final stop 
was at Berlin, which is always fun. 
 
Almost all of our tour people took side trips to visit their ancestral 
villages. On this trip, three of our brave ladies took a side trip to 
Bromberg in Posen, where they found their villages. They left 
Kolberg at 8:00 am and returned at 8:00 pm. That trip might not 
be for everyone, but the ladies showed us it could be done. In fact, 
two of the ladies also took a side trip to New Brandenburg, where 
they found their home village. 
 
A warm thank you to the 31 people who made this a fun trip. Our 
thanks to Lyne, who was our tour guide for the fourth time. Her 
patience, cheerfulness and competence are outstanding. The first 
question we get for every trip is, “can Lyne be our guide again?” 
Thanks also to Erik who always does such a good job as driver. 
Also thanks to the great people at KM Tours and Intertrav, who 
work so hard and arrange such good tours for us. Some people 
have already asked about a 2015 tour! 
 

  

Our Boat Ride on the Baltic Sea 

The Hanseatic Market in Danzig 
 

Brandenburg Gate in Berlin 

The Teutonic Knights Castle 
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Life in a Pomeranian Village in 1840 – Continued 
Next there was another housing unit where lived the 
families Bartelt, Mildebrath, Ehmke, Melschurin, and 
Trapp. Farther east was the farm of Juech, then the 
houses of Neitzke, Dreier, and Koepsel, also the hous-
es of Szepan and Gardebreht. Then there was the 
school building and house of teacher Wendt, later 
teacher Karnowsky. At the east edge of town there 
was the house Richter the mason, plus housing units 
where lived Behling, Grützmacher, Kiehnast, 
Krohlow, Schwartz, Kloehn, and Suhrer. 
 
Then there was a small hotel run by Radtke. As people 
moved in and out often, these names are listed as peo-
ple who also lived in Stuchow at one time: Bishoff, 
Gaedtke, Goetsch, Grams, Büstrin, Helm, Heuer, 
Kieckbusch, Krueger, Kuehl, Kuphal, Lawrenz, Lueb-
ke, Mierke, Pautz, Steinwehr, Tesch, Treichel, Woldt, 
Mieske, Fuks, and Schwartz. 
 
After 1820, when the people were released from being 
under the control of the local nobleman, most people 
needed to go out and find a job. Because the von 
Ploetz estate was one of the more prosperous estates 
in the area, with its brick factory and dairy, this prob-
ably attracted a lot of people looking for a job. 
 
  

Dairy Factory 

Farm Buildings — Small Farm Entrance to a Farmyard  

Windmill 

Multi-Family Housing 
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Life in a Pommeranian Village in 1840 — Continued 
 
The Slavic Pomeranians usually built small towns 
with a wooden wall around them. There would be 
a chief or nobleman in that village. When the Slavic 
Pomeranian, duke Bogislaff, joined the German 
empire in 1181, German noblemen were invited to 
come and settle in Pomerania. In the 1200’s the 
western part of Pomerania was settled by Germans 
and in the eastern part of Pomerania the Germans 
settled in the 1300’s. Usually the German noble-
man would be settled on a vacant estate, or if there 
was room the German would be settled on land 
next to a Pomeranian estate, and the German and 
Pomeranian noblemen would have estates side by 
side.  
 
At Stuchow, the first German nobleman is record-
ed as being Henningh von Behre in 1305. He came 
from Saxony in northern Germany. The von Behre 
family moved east to Buetow in 1351, and he was 
followed in Stuchow by Rix von Ploetz. The von 
Ploetz family was still on the estate in Stuchow 
during World War II. 
 
The church in Stuchow was founded about 1366, 
and the von Ploetz family was the patron of the 
church. After World War II the Germans in Pom-
erania, east of the Oder River, were expelled and 
that part of Pomerania was given to Poland. After 
1946 the Polish people have been living in Hinter-
pommern. The church was taken down in 1951, 
and a new Catholic church was built in 1998. 

  

Ceramic Stove 
in Mansion 

Claus von Ploetz — 
1913 

Mansion Dining Room — Now School Play Room 

Interior of Original Church 

The New Mansion Built in 1880 

The Original Church 
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People Living In or Near City Cammin, 
Kreis Greifenberg, after 1538 

Cammin city records go back to 1539. Between 1538 and 1791 the city had 8 fires, which burned down most of the 
houses and destroyed most of the records. This list gives us the information that is available in existing Cammin 
records. We thank Dr. Schroeder, Direktor of the Landesmuseum in Greifswald, for sending us the list which was 
printed by Sedina Archive and edited by Prof. Hans-Dieter Wallschläger. 
 
Living in or near City Cammin 
 
1540 
Listed as Witness 
Hans Jaster 
Thomas Manthey 
Jacob Speygell 
Marx Schulte 
Peter Patzer 
Klaus Kreyge 
Jost Ernst 
Simon Kruse 
Michel Sulflow 
Jochim Wruke 
Martin Peper 
Chim Hekett 
 
1542 
Orban Hildebrandt 
Hans Vesper 
Jürgen Pulemann 
 
1543 
Thews Wendt 
Michel Krüger 
Gorges Lode 
Orban Schimmelpenningk 
Michel Tessen 
Drews Herket 
Laurentz Teschke 
Illiger Marienfeldt 
Michel Mildarch 
Matthias Beggerowe 
Hippolitus Schulte 
Hans Mollenhauer 
 
Listed as Witnesses 
Thonnies Wendt 
Marx Kryn 
Dinniges Schmedeberch 
Laurentz Teschke 
Illiger Marienfeldt 
Michel Mildarch 
Matthias Beggerowe 

Hippolitus Schulte 
Hans Mollenhauer 
 
Listed as a Witness 
Thonnies Wendt 
Marx Kryn 
Dinniges Schmedeberch 
Gorges Strese 
Jochim Boystrin 
Martin Abraham 
Otto Laurenz 
Ochim Altkerve 
 
1545 
Michel Pesch 
Michel Lubke 
 
1546 
Jakob Schotte 
Michel Ramtun 
Hans Loitzin 
Peter Mollenhouer 
 
1547 
Clows Dene 
 
1548 
Laurenz Winter 
Hermann Winter 
Gorges Voltze 
Jürgen Kolve 
Jochim Stolp 
 
Listed as Witnesses 
Valentin Winter 
Otto Manthry 
 
1549 
Valentin Munthe 
Thewes Netzel 
Laurentz Voltze 

Listed as Witnesses 
Simon Kreye 
Görges Tempelin 
Dinniges Speygel 
 
1550 
Orban Vesper 
Otto Monthey 
Theres Zuleke 
Bartholomäaus Troye 
Berndthen Norden 
Peter Fisch 
Martin Peper 
Michel Stöwhase 
 
1551 
Laurentz Stephen 
Peter Steffen 
Hermann Winter 
Nikolaus Simon 
Valentin Slenge 
Laffrentz Borkholz 
Jost Polle 
 
Listed as Witnesses 
Hans Nörenberch 
Foustus Wulf 
 
1556 
Asmus Tabbert 
Klaus Wruke 
 
1557 
Jakob Meme 
 
1558 
Voltin Laffrenz 
Jochim Flemmingk 
Jakob Mollenhover 
Hans Kroger 
Bartholmews Wyle
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Unser Bibliothek — Our Library 
 
New Acquisitions 
The Descendants of John Lehmann — by Roy Gentz 
The Lehmanns were from Alt Rüdnitz, Kr. Landsberg (Warte), Province Brandenburg and settled 
in Hustiford, WI. Related surnames: Radloff, Knopp, Behm, Groth, Justman. No surname index. 
Donated by the author, 2012. 
 
The Ernst Book — by Alice Frenz 
Family history of Johann Ernst of Kr. Regenwalde, whose descendants settled in Freistadt, WI.  
Includes historical background, family photos, maps, narrative, descendency charts, and surname 
index. Purchased 2013. 
 
Hilgen Heirs — by Alice Wendt 
Family history of Friedrich Hilgen (the “father of Cedarburg”) and descendants who trace to  
Oldenburg, Germany. Includes local history, descendency charts, graphics, narrative, surname  
index; c. 1988. Donated by Florence Pettersen, 2012. 
 
Final Doom: The Friedrich Hollman Story — by Kevin Collier; c. 2012 
Documentation of the story of the nation’s lost serial killer, whose crimes included the murder of 
Bertha Hilgendorf in Kenosha (Pleasant Prairie) WI on July 4, 1896, in the milk house of the family 
farm. Bertha’s husband, August, was arrested and spent the rest of his life in prison. He was born 
in Pomerania in 1835, the son of Ernst Friedrich Hilgendorf (born in Dresow, Kr. Greifenberg in 
1796, who emigrated in 1839). Ernst’s son William (brother to August) was born at Freistadt in 
1865. (See Freistadt and the Lutheran Immigration, p. 34, 36-40, 44, 45, 49, 52, 63, 65, 70, 76, 79.) 
 
 

Open Library 
Genealogy research helping sessions are tentatively scheduled for Sunday, October 20 and 
Sunday, November 17 from 2:00 to 4:00 pm. There will be no regular open library in  
December, but sometimes special arrangements can be made, especially for out-of-town visitors.  
Pre-registration is required. Call (262) 376-7641 or email erkraft376@att.net. 
 
 

Frauengruppe  
Members of the Verein ladies’ auxiliary will meet from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm on 
the following Thursdays: September 12, October 20 and November 17. 
Bring a bag lunch; dessert and beverage will be provided. New workers are al-
ways welcome to help with library chores and to enjoy socializing.  
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German Records at the Stettin Archives – Continued 
 
Edna Cherney located a list of German church and civil records still in the Stettin Archives and other 
Polish Archives. Usually both the German and Polish names for the towns are given, as well as the 
dates covered by the records. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This concludes the lengthy list of German church and civil records located in Polish or German ar-
chives. This list has been helpful for people who were able to find a town listed that they were 
interested in because they would now know that there are at least some records available. 

 

 

Welcome New Members 
Linda Anderson ...................................................................................... Albert Lea, MN 
Sue Braunschweig ................................................................................... Hustisford, WI 
Anne Bridges ................................................................................................ Mequon, WI 
Ken Dobberphul .................................................................................Random Lake, WI 
Carol Evanson ............................................................................................... Austin, MN 
Debra Kirchhoff-Fouler ........................................................................... Rockledge, FL 
Wilhelm Kohlhoff ........................................................................................ Oshkosh, WI 
Joseph Krueger ....................................................................................... Shorewood, WI 
Luanne Newman ................................................................................... Carol Stream, IL 
Alan Pape ................................................................................................. Greenbush, WI 
Eugene & Eleanore Schulz .................................................................... Milwaukee, WI 
Heidi Simon ................................................................................................... Jackson, WI 
Karl & Christa Stenge ........................................................................... Battle Creek, WI 
Richard Zautke ............................................................................................... Slinger, WI  


	COMING EVENTS SEPTEMBER 2013
	Saturday & Sunday, September 28 & 29, 2013 Dheinsville Oktoberfest
	Friday, October 11, 2013, 5:30 pm Erntedankfest
	Friday, November 8, 2013, 7:30 pm A History of the German Postal System
	Friday, Saturday & Sunday, November 15, 16 & 17, 2013 Holiday Folk Fair
	Friday, December 13, 2013, 6:30 pm Weihnachtsfest/Christmas

	MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
	MEETING NOTES
	POMMERSCHER
	VEREIN FREISTADT
	Message from the President
	2013 German Fest
	Pommerntag 2013
	A Great Tour of Pomerania
	Life in a Pomeranian Village in 1840 – Continued
	People Living In or Near City Cammin,
	Kreis Greifenberg, after 1538
	Unser Bibliothek — Our Library
	New Acquisitions
	Open Library
	Frauengruppe
	Linda Anderson Albert Lea, MN
	Sue Braunschweig Hustisford, WI
	Anne Bridges Mequon, WI
	Ken Dobberphul Random Lake, WI
	Carol Evanson Austin, MN
	Debra Kirchhoff-Fouler Rockledge, FL
	Wilhelm Kohlhoff Oshkosh, WI
	Joseph Krueger Shorewood, WI
	Luanne Newman Carol Stream, IL
	Alan Pape Greenbush, WI
	Eugene & Eleanore Schulz Milwaukee, WI
	Heidi Simon Jackson, WI
	Karl & Christa Stenge Battle Creek, WI
	Richard Zautke Slinger, WI

