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 COMING EVENTS DECEMBER 2013 

 

 
 
Friday, January 10, 2014, 7:30 pm Foods & Crafts of Old World Wisconsin 
On this night, Karl Kaphengst and Anna Danko of Old World Wisconsin will share the process 
that the historical site uses to research and determine what foods and crafts will be demonstrated 
at the different locations around their grounds. Come for a look “behind the scenes!” 
 
 
Friday, February 14, 2014, 7:30 pm What was it like in Hitler’s Germany? 
The von Thadden family stayed on their estate in Trieglaff, Kreis Greifenburg until 1948, when 
they too were evicted along with the rest of the Germans. During the war they watched how Hitler 
destroyed the functioning of the Christian churches. They had to endure the murder of their aunt 
by the Gestapo. Royal Natzke will report on Rudolf von Thadden’s book about life in Germany 
during World II. 
 
 
Friday March 14, 2014, 7:30 pm Germans in Milwaukee 
Remember, how in the 1830’s many Pomeranians passed through Milwaukee to settle in other 
parts of Wisconsin — like Freistadt? Well, many Germans chose to remain in the city, grow with it 
and become a part of its strong development. Come hear about their story from a student of the 
subject, Dr. David McDaniel, Adjunct Assistant Professor of History at Marquette University. 
 
 
Friday, March 28, 2014 Annual Fund Raising Party 
Set the date aside and join us for our annual party, with the Alte Kameraden playing, the Pommer-
scher Tanzdeel dancing Pomeranian folk dances, and great food. More information in the March 
newsletter. 
 
 

 MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
 
Non-Voting Associate ............ $10.00 

Voting Individual ..................... $15.00 

Voting Family .......................... $20.00 

MEETING NOTES 

Unless otherwise indicated, all meetings start at 7:30 
pm at the Lindenwood School, 12351 N. Granville Road 
111W, Mequon, WI 53097. Note that the building is usu-
ally open by 6:30 pm for members who would like to 
attend the German class conducted by Irmgard Meyer. 
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Message from the President 
As we approach the holiday season, my wish for 
each of you is to take time to enjoy the simple 
things: take time to worship, to spend time with 
friends and relatives, and to enjoy the outdoors — 
wherever you may be. 
 
The end of the year also brings a time for thanks. 
Thanks to all of the hardworking committee chairs 
for keeping the Verein active and on track. A spe-
cial thank you to Barbara Vaitl and Louise Knoke 
for agreeing to continue in their positions on the 
Executive Board, and to Jean Klug and Duane Bo-
genschneider for the time they spent serving as 
Directors. Also, thank you to Elroy Klug and Linda 
Herrick for agreeing to serve a term on the new 
board.

With the new year comes new needs. A volunteer 
is needed to manage the Bookstore. This very im-
portant job needs someone who has access to the 
Internet and email, but with the exception of 
Pommerntag, most of the time the needs can be 
met from home. A volunteer is also needed to run 
the Genealogy Booth at German Fest. If volunteers 
are not found, we will have to cut back our visibil-
ity and our presence in the larger German 
community. 
 
Thank you, and have a blessed holiday season! En-
joy the winter. 

Tim Schoessow, President 

 
 

November Verein Election Results 
At the November elections, Louise Knoke was re-elected Vice President, Barbara Vaitl was re-elected Secre-
tary, Linda Herrick was elected Director and Elroy Klug was elected Director. We thank Jean Klug and 
Duane Bogenschneider for their four years of service as Directors. 
 

Verein Officers for 2014 
President .................................................... Tim Schoessow 
Vice President ............................................. Louise Knoke 
Secretary......................................................... Barbara Vaitl 
Treasurer .......................................................... Duane Kuehl 

Director ........................................................ Eileen Densow 
Director ........................................................... Linda Herrick 
Director ................................................................. Elroy Klug 
Foundation Representative ........ Harold Schoessow 

 
2014 Committee Chairmanships 
Anniversary Pins........................................................... Delores Weiss ................................................................. 920-386-2946 
Bookstore ........................................................................ Vacant................................................................................ Vacant 

Culture .............................................................................. Irmgard Meyer ................................................................ 262-673-3981 
Folk Fair ........................................................................... Jean and Elroy Klug ..................................................... 262-675-6354 
Genealogy ....................................................................... Duane Bogenschneider .............................................. 920-904-1644 

German Fest Culture Display ................................. Jean and Elroy Klug ..................................................... 262-675-6354 
German Society Representative ........................... Tim Schoessow .............................................................. 262-242-0724 
 LeRoy Boehlke ............................................................... 262-242-0653 
Librarian ........................................................................... Elaine Kraft ...................................................................... 262-376-7641 

Membership .................................................................... Delores Weiss ................................................................. 920-386-2946 
Newsletter Editor ........................................................ LeRoy Boehlke ............................................................... 262-242-0653 
Sunshine Chairman ..................................................... Jean Kuehl ....................................................................... 414-354-4228 

Computer Committee ................................................ Terry Schoessow ........................................................... 262-242-0724 
 Richard Bakken 
 Duane Bogenschneider, Chairman ........................ 920-904-1644 
Program Chairmen ...................................................... Terry Schoessow ........................................................... 262-242-0724 
 Bill Vaitl ............................................................................. 262-781-7155 
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Stralsund in Vorpommern 
Stralsund was founded in 1234, shortly after Pomerania joined the German Empire in 1181. In Slavic 
times, it probably had a different name. But in the years of the German tribes, about 200 AD, it already 
had a name like Stralsund. 
 
In 1234, Stralsund was accepted into the Hanseatic League, which had its headquarters in Luebeck, and 
it had trading stations all the way from Holland and England to Novgorod in Russia. In the 1300’s, 
Stralsund was second in size only to Luebeck.  
 
In 1628, during the Thirty Years War, Stralsund was at-
tacked by Wallenstein, commander of the Catholic army 
of the German Emperor. The siege lasted eleven weeks, 
but Stralsund was able to defend itself, and remained 
free. At the end of the war in 1648, Stralsund and all Vor-
pommern were given to Sweden. In 1807, Napoleon 
defeated Prussia and in 1815 Vorpommern finally went 
back to Prussia. 
 
Parts of the four churches in Stralsund date back to the 
1300’s, and part of the Rathouse dates back to 1306. 

  

Entrance to St. Nicholas 
church on the Market Square 

Navy training ship, anchored in Stralsund 

Old merchant houses, 
on the Market Square 

The Rathaus in Stralsund, 
patterned after the one in Luebeck 

Houses in the oldest part of Stralsund 

The Rathaus in Luebeck, 
headquarters of the Hanseatic League 
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A sailing ship in the 1840’s 

The south end of Manhattan Island, 
where immigrants landed until Ellis Island was used 

Immigrating to Wisconsin in 1846 
Michel Rodenkirch left the Rhine River area of Germany and settled north of Kewaskum, Wiscon-
sin in 1846. He wrote an interesting letter about his trip. We thank Roger and Joan Butt for making 
this available. Following are portions of his letter. 
 

 
State of West Konsin, 
Dec. 26, 1846. 
 
We had made arrangement for passage to Chicago; however, we 
went ashore at Milwaukee on Lake Michigan, 80 miles above Chi-
cago. We live now 40 miles northeast of Milwaukee in town 12, 
range 19, section 13. We are well satisfied here, have good land, 
and none molests us. 
 
We have a good home, 20 x 22 ft., built of logs. We also have a 
wagon, a yoke of oxen which cost $50.00, a cow, costing $18.00, 
chickens and other domestic animals. The cattle graze night and 
day in the open woods, and whenever they do come home we give 
them a handful of salt and a little meal to the cows. Salt is not ex-
pensive here, it costs 12 shilling, (2 dollars in Prussian money), per 
tonne, a tonne weighs almost 300 pounds. 
 
We remained in New York for a day. The sumptuous meals served 
us in America did not agree well with these exhausted pilgrims. The next night we traveled 45 miles by 
steamboat to Albany and then on as I have already related. We reached Milwaukee in 17 days, and our 
destination here, afoot, in two days. 
 
I have bought eight times 80 acres, all in one plot, making a whole section, for $800.00. This would be 
1080 Morgen in Prussia. There are no hills here. Whoever buys uncultivated land must be prepared to 
live for a year on his purse, and that is very expensive living. 
 
The trip across the ocean took 52 days; despite storm and high waves, thanks to God, all went well. The 
trip through America to Milwaukee took us 18 days. Whoever makes this trip had better take good care 
of his money. With us there were people 
from Brohl on the Maihfeld who were 
robbed of 2200 dollars in Albany. 
 
Here in our woods we hear nothing of rob-
beries; hardly anyone has a lock on his 
door. So far I have not seen a snake, but 
there are foxes, groundhogs, deer, elk, 
prairie chickens and other birds. There are 
also: strawberries, raspberries, blackber-
ries, and many varieties of plants, trees, 
and herbs. We have two kinds of sugar 
maple, four kinds of oaks, large bass-
woods, nut trees, redwood, and ironwood,  
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A pioneer log cabin in Wisconsin 

A barge on the Erie Canal 

Immigrating to Wisconsin in 1846 — Continued 
which gets so hard that an iron nail cannot be driven 
into it. For fuel wood, we use the ash. We also have 
many larch trees of enormous size. Many of the fall-
en trees of dead timber lie crisscross in the forests 
making it exceedingly difficult for travel.  
 
I find great joy in walking through the forests, ad-
miring the tall trees, 40 to 50 feet high, without a 
branch, all even thickness; they are beautiful. 
 
Tools are very expensive here, but good. Bring an ax 
for use on the trip, bring no chains, little tinware for 
of that we have enough here, and for travel across 
the sea  iron pots and pans are best, for your cooking, 
as tinware does not stand the wear and tear. For 
your sea voyage make your own “Zwieback” and 
take along sufficient oatmeal and wheat flour. It you 
can obtain potatoes, use them for your vegetable. 
Also carry along ham, butter, brandy, spices, coffee, 
sugar, and whatever else you might like to eat on 
your trip across the sea, for on the sea your money 
will not buy anything; for 4000 miles you shall see 
nothing but sky and water. If you plan on traveling 
through the woods here, bring several pairs of boots 
and shoes and durable clothes; also bring waffle iron 
and cake pan. 
 
How gladly I would like to give you something from 
my abundance of wood. When I see the great woodpiles burn, it pains my heart and my wife is moved 
to tears. All wood is burned, except for rail fences to keep the cattle out. Our cattle stay out in the open, 
winter and summer, and grazes. Large bells are hung on their necks and one may hear them a mile 
away. Almost throughout the year our cattle finds its lodging places under the trees. I have erected 
some shelter for my cattle but it is with difficulty that I keep them there even when the weather is bad. 
They prefer to lie in the open. Our scythes are narrow but nearly twice as long as yours, the blades are 
not hammered but sharpened with a stone. 
 
Climate here is very much like yours. There are five Indian huts in our vicinity. Indians live on game, 
are clothed in pelts and wear woolen breech cloths. They sell much deer and elk meat. Each Indian has 
a saddle horse. They are people like we are, somewhat colored, harm none, visit us freely, sometimes 
beg, saying, “Give me some.” At first we were afraid of these people but we have lost our fear. I have 
even visited them in their huts, of course well protected with my double barreled rifle and bayonet. 
They were filled with fear but quite accommodating. They lounged on the bare ground; their shoes 
were made of pelts and tied to their feet. Honey they find in the woods. 
 
I send as many greetings as there are drops of water between us. Give greetings to all relatives and ac-
quaintances. We shall remember you in our prayers daily and hope you are praying for us. 
 
Your sincere brother, 
Michel Rodenkirch 
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People Living In or Near City Cammin, 
Kreis Cammin, after 1538 

Cammin city records go back to 1539. Between 1538 and 1791 the city had 8 fires, which burned down 
most of the houses and destroyed most of the records. This list gives us the information that is available 
in existing Cammin records. We thank Dr. Schroeder, Direktor of the Landesmuseum in Greifswald, for 
sending us the list which was printed by Sedina Archive and edited by Prof. Hans-Dieter Wallschläger. 
 
Living in or near City Cammin 
 
1559 
Simon Milstrey 
Jost Zuleke 
Peter Poddecker 
Thews Scherer 
 
1560 
Gorges Missner 
Thomas Vesper 
 
1561 
Jürge Kickebusch 
Bartholomäus Meme 
Hans Gowerke 
Austin Schmidt 
Joachim Boler 
Daniel Schutte 
 
1562 
Jochim Voltze 
Simon Ohm 
Peter Bestelter 
Johannes Scheller 
Peter Wegener 
Jochim Helm 
Peter Gaske 
Thomas Mauritz 
Jürge vom Hagen 
Chim Wolder v. Pobernow 
 
1563 
Peter Hoppener 
 
1564 
Simon Schwenebeke 
Lux Zunneke 
Thomas Chermichel 
 
1565 
Jorgen Plate 
 

1565 
Hans Striegge 
Austin Teske 
Peter Teske 
 
1566 
Pavel Volkmar 
Simon Pflughovett 
Martin Krummenhus 
Otto Bellman 
Valentin Wenddorf 
Hans Loytzin 
Simon Rustow 
 
1567 
Peter Putratz 
 
1568 
Pavel Winter 
Benediktus Spon 
Peter Fischer 
 
1569 
Hans Damitz 
Thom Verken 
Jorgen Schriver 
Andres Harder 
 
1570 
Matheus Schroder 
Peter Verken 
Severin Lentze 
Hans Pawstin 
 
1571 
Thomas Dummestrey 
Simon Rackow 
 
1574 
Chersten Strenge 
Simon Boistrin

1574 
Hans Dehne 
Hans Frorike 
Jakob Dorow 
Pavel von der Heyde 
Martin Steinwer 
Ludke Milstrey 
Drewes Reymer 
Marten Reismer 
Ewalt Selke 
Gorges Brendemöhle 
 
1575 
Jöerg Vesper 
Steffen Strakefeldt 
Martin Kusenow 
Peter Kulze 
Gorges Glambeke 
Jorgen Kroykendorff 
Dinnies Matman 
Jochim Berch 
Klaus Kunde 
Jorgen Boyk 
Jochim Otto 
Orban Merkell 
Peter Seger 
Jakob Blanke 
Orban Krüger 
 
1576 
Daniel Pawelfsdorff 
 
1577 
Jakob Barbolz 
Peter Howschildt 
Drewes Ramelow 
Kaspar Griddeke
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Unser Bibliothek — Our Library 
New Acquisitions 
Our American Ancestors, by Carol Evenson. Family 
history of the Wachlins from Garzigar, Kr. Lauenburg 
(related surnames are Brandt and Puschert; c. 2004; de-
scendency charts, some photos; no surname index. 
Donated by the author in 2013. 
 
Ancestors in German Archives, by Raymond S. 
Wright III and others; c. 2004; ISBN 0-8063-1747-7; al-
phabetical index to archives gives general information 
but does not go into detail; might indicate that a particu-
lar archive has church records and years covered, but 
does not tell which churches’ records are stored there. 
Gives mailing address, phone, email and fax addresses 
but offers no suggestions on how to successfully retrieve 
the information.

Kreis Naugard, by Janice Savage, Jerry Savage, and 
Paul Steinberg; c. 2011; many quality color photos of 
villages in travel tour format. 
 
Carl F. Sielaff and Bertha Granzow: Descendents 
in America, by Beth Lettow Brusius and John M. 
Liittschwager; c. 2009. Family traces mainly to Kreise 
Schlawe and Stolp and settled in Iowa; black and white 
photos and surname index. Donated by John 
Liittschwager, May, 2013. 
 
Reiseführer Pommern, by J. Schultz-Tesmar; travel 
guide c. 1989; includes helpful words and terms in 
Polish. Donated by Dr. Friedrich Teske of Gütersloh, 
Germany via Erika Degner, 2013.

 
Open Library 
Individual genealogy research helping sessions are offered one Sunday a month at our Lindenwood Community Center 
from 2:00 – 4:00 pm for anyone who is interested in attending. Pre-registration is required, so please contact our librari-
an at erkraft376@att.net or phone 262- 376-7641. The next dates will be January l9, February 23, and March 
23, but only if someone has registered to attend. 
 
Recently, open library days have attracted visitors who formerly attended Lindenwood School. They are overjoyed to 
be able to walk into their old classroom again. Thanks to Doug Bartman of Waupaca, WI, who was here in August, we 
now have a glossy photo of former teacher Mrs. Emily Kuehner with her students, which was taken in May of 1946. It 
will probably be framed and mounted in the original school room. Sisters Nora Webb and Mimi Griffin, former stu-
dents at Lindenwood who are now living in California, visited in October and have also promised to send photos. 
Perhaps our next Pommerntag celebration should include a Homecoming for those who once attended the historical 
one-room school on the Granville Road in Mequon. 
 
Frauengruppe  
This group of cheerful volunteers meets the Thursday before our scheduled Verein meetings, from 
11:00 am to 2:00 pm, to do various clerical chores for the library, such as filing, record-keeping, etc. It 
is an opportunity to enjoy each other’s company while browsing the latest library acquisitions, doing 
some personal research, and learning more about our Verein’s genealogy resources. Dessert and 
beverage are provided. Curious newcomers are always welcome. Just bring a bag lunch and a big 
smile. Upcoming dates in 2014 will be January 9, February 13, and March 13. 
 
There was an “oops!” in the last Rundschreiben regarding the Frauengruppe meeting dates for September and October. 
Unfortunately, the Sunday open library dates were repeated. Frauengruppe always meets on a Thursday. Hopefully, 
no one was inconvenienced by this error. 
  

Welcome New Members 
Robert Anderson ....................................... Omaha, NE Chuck Bublitz ........................................... Lomira, WI 
Kent Bartell .............................................Plymouth, MI Kristin Heinrichs .............................. Cedar Hills, UT  
Scott Bartell ................................................... Irvine, CA David Jepson ...................................... Cedarburg, WI 
Anna Brechin .............................. Stone Mountain, GA   
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Pommerscher Verein Bookstore — 2014 
Partial list of items for sale. For complete list, write: 

Pommerscher Bookstore, PO Box 204, Germantown, WI 53022 or visit our website 
http://www.pommerschervereinfreistadt.org 

DESCRIPTION MEMBERS NON-MEMBERS QUANTITY TOTAL $ 

Favorite Recipes of Pommern Cooks — Contains recipes of members and 
friends. Has such familiar ones as our famous cherry soup, potato pancakes, 
Pommern specialties and much more. 

$9.00 $10.00   

Pomerania, Its People and History — 32 pictures, 4 maps. A well-illustrated 
36 page look at Pomeranian history, customs, and culture. 

$7.00 $8.00   

Pomeranian Customs and Culture — A compilation of articles from past is-
sues of the Rundschreiben and recent translations of articles relating to 
Pomeranian customs, cultures and history. (61 pages) 

$7.00 $8.00   

Germany, 2000 Years of Culture and History — 42 page book with 22 pic-
tures/10 maps. A concise, readable history of Germany. 

$8.00 $9.00   

The Old Lutherans — 566 pages, 3 volumes — The emigration from Pomera-
nia and Prussia to America from 1838 to 1854. 

$67.00 $72.00   

19th Century Emigration of “Old Lutherans” — Over 1,000 names and places 
of Pomeranians and Prussians who emigrated starting in 1838. From Iwan’s 
Old Lutherans Chapter XX. 

$20.00 $23.00   

Freistadt and the Lutheran Immigration — List of Pomeranians in Freistadt, 
WI. Over 600 family names. 

$12.00 $15.00   

Pomeranian Culture and Genealogy — Covers Pomeranian history, culture, 
and genealogy. The name index lists over 1,000 family names (138 pages). 

$10.00 $12.00   

The Villages of Kreis Cammin $30.00 $35.00   

The Church at Hoff, Kreis Greifenberg $14.00 $16.00   

German Maps & Facts $14.00 $16.00   

Karte von Pommern - 1:300,000 Scale $25.00 $28.00   

Heimatkarte - 1 :400,000 Scale $20.00 $23.00   
Individual Kreis Maps — 1:100,000 Scale — CIRCLE NAME OF KREIS:  
Arnswalde, Belgard, Bütow, Deutsch Krone/Schneidemühl, Dramburg, Fla-
tow, Friedeberg, Greifenhagen/Stettin, Greifswald, Kolberg-Körlin, Köslin, 
Lauenburg, Netzekreis, Neustettin, Pyritz, Rummelsburg, Saatzig/Stargard, 
Schlawe, Schlochau, Stolp, Usedom-Wollin 

$18.00 $21.00   

Elbsegler Fisherman’s Caps — SELECT SIZE:  
6 5/8, 6 3/4, 6 7/8, 7, 7 1/8, 7 1/4, 7 3/8, 7 1/2, 7 5/8, 7 3/4 

$36.00 $39.00   

White Ball Cap with Pommern Griffin (unisex) $12.00 $14.00   

White Fabric Hat with Pommern Griffin (unisex) $12.00 $14.00   

Sie Haben Die Musik Nicht Vergessen! (Music CD) $15.00 $18.00   

Weihnachtlich Glänzet der Wald (Music CD) $15.00 $18.00   

Porcelain Christmas Tree Ornament $9.00 $10.00   

Glass Beer Stein $6.00 $7.00   

Ceramic Beer Stein — Brown $16.00 $19.00   

MEMBERSHIP: Voting Individual $15.00 N/A   

MEMBERSHIP: Voting Family $20.00 N/A   

MEMBERSHIP: Non-Voting Associate $10.00 N/A   

SHIPPING & HANDLING 
Per Shipment Charge of $5.00 $5.00 

Plus $1.00 per Item for Shipping  $1  x  

PRICES APPLY TO USA ORDERS TOTAL  

Mail to: Pommerscher Verein Freistadt, PO Box 204, Germantown, WI 53022 
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