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 COMING EVENTS SEPTEMBER 2014 

 
Saturday & Sunday, September 27 & 28, 2014 Dheinsville Oktoberfest 
The dance groups of Pommersche Tanzdeel Freistadt will perform on Saturday at 6:00 pm and at 3:00 pm on 
Sunday. Food and refreshments will be available. Dheinsville Oktoberfest will be at the corner of Highway 
145 and Holy Hill Road in Germantown. 
 
Friday, October 10, 2014, 5:30 pm Erntedankfest 
What includes a potluck dinner, good company, musical entertainment, a parade and decorated garden 
tools? Erntedankfest, of course! The Pomeranian Thanksgiving begins with a social time at 5:30 pm, fol-
lowed by a potluck supper at 6:30 pm. Please call the Vaitl’s at (262) 781-7155 or email at wvaitl@wi.rr.com 
to make a reservation and indicate what kind of food you will bring by Wednesday, October 8th. Bring a 
decorated tool for the parade and a food item for a local pantry, if desired. Come and join in the harvest cel-
ebration! 
 
Friday, November 14, 2014, 7:30 pm A History of German Music 
How many times have you enjoyed listening to the Pommerische Späldiel or other German singing groups 
or orchestras? Have you ever thought, “How did the German form of music originate?” George Radtke and 
friends will provide some insight and more in answering that question. Join us, and then enjoy the music 
even more. 
 
Friday, Saturday & Sunday, November 14, 15 & 16, 2014 Holiday Folk Fair 
Music, folk dances and costumes from many parts of the world will be shown at the Holiday Folk Fair in 
Milwaukee. We need volunteers for our display booth. Call Jean Klug at (262) 675-6354 if you can help. 
 
Friday, December 12, 2014, 6:30 pm Weihnachtsfest/Christmas Party 
This special celebration of Pomeranian Christmas traditions is always a highlight of the year. Bring the chil-
dren if desired and a dessert to share. Also, bring your singing voice for the special Weihnachtslieder. Note 
the special starting time. To make a reservation, please call the Vaitl’s at (262) 781-7155 or email at 
wvaitl@wi.rr.com by Wednesday, December 10, 2014. 

 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
 
Non-Voting Associate ............ $10.00 

Voting Individual ..................... $15.00 

Voting Family .......................... $20.00 

MEETING NOTES 

Unless otherwise indicated, all meetings start at 7:30 
pm at the Lindenwood School, 12351 N. Granville Road 
111W, Mequon, WI 53097. Note that the building is usu-
ally open by 6:30 pm for members who would like to 
attend the German class conducted by Irmgard Meyer. 
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Message from the President 
It is always dangerous to thank people, because someone always gets missed, but in this issue I want to 
thank some of the people in our organization who quietly and faithfully work behind the scenes year 
after year. Thank you to:  

x Bill and Barbara Vaitl, for all of their dedica-
tion and effort in putting on the Anniversary 
Dinner in April, Ertedankfest, and Wein-
achfest every year. 

x LeRoy Boehlke, for faithfully publishing the 
Rundschreiben and coordinating the multiple 
layers of Pommerntag each year. 

x Elaine Kraft, Linda Herrick, and the Frau-
engruppe, for countless hours of work in the 
library and other projects. 

x Harold and Dorothy Schoessow, for faithful 
volunteering efforts too numerous to men-
tion. 

x Duane Bogenschneider, for maintaining the 
bookstore and other email inquiries and writ-
ing the Pommerntag program. 

x Ted Schiefelbein, for gathering ads for the 
Pommerntag program.  

x Delores Weiss, for maintaining the Member-
ship Lists. 

x Duane Kuehl, for the countless hours of pa-
perwork and calculations as Treasurer. 

x Jean Kuehl, for keeping track of Sunshine 
needs. 

x Richard Bucken and Scott Bell, for efforts to 
update the website. 

x Jim Buckman, for his many hours of work to 
electronically catalog our library.  

x Barbara Vaitl, for extra list keeping and cor-
respondence as Secretary.  

x Bill Ammons, for his contributions each year 
at Pommerntag. 

x Bill Vaitl and Terry Schoessow, for lining up 
the varied programs for our monthly meet-
ings. 

x Bob and Delores Weiss and Jean and Elroy 
Klug, for all of their work in the Cultural Ar-
ea of German Fest and the Holiday Folk Fair 
for years. 

x To all the other “elves” of the organization 
who come, do their jobs, and leave without 
anyone knowing and therefore can’t get 
thanked. 

 
Please join us for our Erntedankfest pot luck dinner at 5:30 pm on October 10. This is the German ver-
sion of our Thanksgiving. Also come to our Weihnachtsfest Christmas party on Friday, December 12, at 
6:30 pm. We will even sing a few Christmas carols in German.  

Tim Schoessow, President 
 
 

Welcome New Members 
William and Sharon Haines ................................................................................. Waterford, WI 
Kevin and Peggy Jensen .................................................................................. Germantown, WI 
Joel Kieckhoefer ................................................................................................... Milwaukee, WI 
Elizabeth Koch .................................................................................................... Brown Deer, WI 
Rita Rose Mauermann .......................................................................................... Dausmann, WI 
Terry and Cecile Lanke ........................................................................................ Cedarburg, WI 
Dave Siegler ................................................................................................................... Neoso, WI 
Diane Sloane .............................................................................................................. Hartford, WI 
Shirley Nash Smith .............................................................................................. Milwaukee, WI 
James Sonnemann................................................................................................ Milwaukee, WI 
Terry Wesenberg ...................................................................................................... Oshkosh, WI
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Visit Pomerania in 2015 

We are working on a tour of Pomerania for 2015. Our Pommerscher Verein has been going to Pomera-
nia every other year since we started in 1985 and we have completed 15 tours. 
 
Some of the people on the tours go because they want to visit the towns that their forefathers came 
from. We help them by arranging for a car and an English speaking driver. 
 
We usually go toward the end of May because the weather is nice and the prices are lower than in June, 
July or August. If you would like to be kept informed, write Pomerania Tour, Post Office Box 204, 
Germantown, WI 53022. The color brochures usually come out in November. 
  

Our Boat Ride on the Baltic Sea 

The Hanseatic Market in Danzig 

Brandenburg Gate in Berlin 

The Castle of the Teutonic Knights 
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Pomeranian Lutherans found Freystatt in 1839 
In 1817, Briederich Wilhlm, king of Prussia, 
merged the  Lutheran Church and the Re-
formed into a new United Evangelical Church. 
At first, membership was voluntary, but after 
about 10 years, membership became the law, 
and Lutheran pastors and people were being 
put into prison if they did not join the new 
church.  
 
In 1839 more than 1,100 Lutherans from the 
states of Silesia, Brandenburg, and Pomerania 
left Prussia and went to America under the 
leadership of Rev. Grabau and Captain Hein-
rich von Rohr. Most of those leaving, about 700 
of them, were Pomeranians. In July of 1839 
they left Hamburg to sail to England, where 
shipping costs were cheaper. They then sailed 
to New York, went to Albany and took the Erie 
Canal to Buffalo, NY. 
 
When they got to Buffalo most of the families 
were out of money, but 40 Pomeranian fami-
lies under the leadership of von Rohr sailed on 
to Milwaukee and arrived in Milwaukee early 
in October. In 1838 the land north of Milwau-
kee was still Indian territory, but in 1839 the 
government started selling land for $1.25 per 
acre. The land was all forest, but there was an 
Indian trail running along the Milwaukee Riv-
er to what was then Washington County in the 
Territory of Wisconsin. The pioneers built log 
cabins and by December. 20 families were able 
to move into their new homes. 
 
They named the settlement Freystatt, meaning 
place of freedom, because now they had free-
dom of religion. As more carpenters arrived 
from Pommern, they started to build fachwerk 
houses like they had back home. The log cabin 
church and school they built was the first Lu-
theran church and school in Wisconsin, and 
this was also the first German speaking settle-
ment in Wisconsin. 

The Fachwek church, built in 1845 

One of the pioneer log cabins. 
The first church building was a cabin about this size. 

The Hilgendorf house, built in 1846 
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The Astronomical Clock in 
St. Mary’s Church in Rostock 

The clock, with its statues and calendars, is about 30 feet tall. Built in 1472, the clock is still fully func-
tional and is the best preserved of its kind in Europe. The clock has moving figures, plays music, and 
keeps track of the movement of the moon and other events in the heavens. 
 
The top part of the clock has the moving figures, the middle is the clock dial, and the bottom is the cal-
endar display. The clock has needed repairs from time to time, but it is still working. It was saved 
during the bombings of World War II because some people built a masonry structure around the clock. 

 
 
 
  

The upper parts of the clock with the moving figures. 

The clock dial in the middle. The calendar at the bottom of the clock. 

Some of the gears in the clock. 



 
 

 
 
Email: information@pommerschervereinfreistadt.org — 6 — http://www.pommerschervereinfreistadt.org 

People Living In or Near City Cammin, 
Kreis Cammin, after 1538 

Cammin city records go back to 1539. Between 1538 and 1791 the city had 8 fires, which burned down 
most of the houses and destroyed most of the records. This list gives us the information that is available 
in existing Cammin records. We thank Dr. Schroeder, Direktor of the Landesmuseum in Greifswald, for 
sending us the list which was printed by Sedina Archive and edited by Prof. Hans-Dieter Wallschläger. 
 
Living in or near City Cammin 
 
1618 
Samuel Kolmann 
Don Vedder 
Paul Schwichtenbergk 
Joachim Mawriz 
Andreas Wüstenberk 
Daniel Solomon 
 
1619 
Peter Holzer 
Jochen Wolff 
David Wendland 
Daniel Koch 
Jochen Schadelocke 
Paul Pommeriningk 
Jakob Koch 
 
1620 
Karsten Kahlen 
Chim Zilmer 
Andr. Wegener 
Christof Schneider 
Jochim Barkow 
Paul Priest 
Jakob Widbusch 
Karsten Zarnow 
 
1622 
Michel Böstrin 
Adam Krummenhuss 
Jochim Hoppener 
Hans Fischer 
Barthelt Bliesener 
Peter Grambow 
Johannes Eichmann 
 
1623 
Pet. Haussmann 
Jochim Schuhmacher 
Franz Vollbrecht 
Martinus Zimmermann 
Peter Ravenhurst 
Paul Räske 
Franz Maass 

1623 (continued) 
Johim Hoyer 
Jakob Hagmeister 
Marten Neumann 
David Trampe 
 
1624 
Jeremias Parthey 
Hans Bennewitz 
Peter Kriehn 
Peter Braun 
Friederrikus Garbrecht 
Hans Ruckeforth 
 
1626 
Friederikus Bürger 
Klaus Hohenseeh 
Marten Hagemeister 
 
1627 
Michel Ramthuen 
Niklas Krey 
Joachim Harder 
Peter Bathe 
Peter Tewess 
Jochim Struss 
Peter Merkner 
Michel Oheimb 
Jochen Vatschild 
Peter Kunde 
Henningk Strusse 
Marten Meskner 
Jochen Damasch 
Niklas Heide 
Simon Benter 
Dinies Benter 
Ertman Riemer 
Franz Lübzin 
Jürg Lübbeke 
Jochim Siefertt 
Jakob Boistrin 

1627 (continued) 
Jochem Boistrin 
Jochem Tesske 
Jochem Lieckeveth 
Jochem Sarnow 
Daniel Hausadel 
Peter Tesche 
Johann Troye 
Hans Bejer 
Hans Düsterbeke 
Erdmann Grabow 
 
1628 
Marten Pagenkopft 
 
1630 
Michael Zimmermann 
 
1631 
Daniel Bulle 
 
1632 
Jochen Wegner 
Michel Lindener 
Hans Albrecht 
 
1633 
Marten Lubekke 
Balthasar Heiden 
Jeronimus Ziegler 
Hans Buthe 
 
1634 
Hans Schröder 
Stefan Ganzk 
Christoph Spiegelberg 
Peter Genzke 
Joch. Köhler 
 
1636 
Marten Tempelmann 
Jochim Dumbetrey 
 
 To be continued ... 



 
 

 
 
Email: information@pommerschervereinfreistadt.org — 7 — http://www.pommerschervereinfreistadt.org 

 
 

Unsere Bibliothek — Our Library 
Summer has been a busy time at Lindenwood as we try to keep up with a flood of donated materials. Mi-
chael Riggle, son of former Verein president Les Riggle and Martha, brought us five enormous boxes from 
his parents’ personal collection of treasured genealogy books and papers. Items not already in our PVF li-
brary were culled out and processed for shelving. Duplicate Pomeranian-related materials were first offered 
for sale to Verein members, both at the June meeting and at Pommerntag. What remained was shared with 
the Pommerscher Verein Central Wisconsin and the German Genealogy Group in St. Paul. Things that did 
not touch on Pomerania (German language cookbooks and novels) were donated to the Goethe Haus in 
Milwaukee. As space permits, we will list the “keepers” in our newsletter. Here is the first installment: 
 

From the Riggle Collection 
 

Mönchgut:eine Landschaftsstudie, Teil 1 & 2 
A collective work by various authors; c. 1990. Infor-
mation relating to the Isle of Rügen in Vorpommem 
(early history, maritime culture, seafaring folk, histo-
ry of settlement, etc.). 
 
25 Jahre Patenschaften: 40 Jahre Vertreibung, 
1960 - 1985 
Focuses on the Landkreis Waldeck-Frankenberg and 
the cities of Korbach and Pyritz in Kreis Pyritz, as 
compiled for the Pyritzer Heimattreffen 31 May - 3 
June 1985 in Korbach. Black and white photos. 
 
Plattdütsch ut oosen Weitnacker 
Gedichte und Geschichten aus dem Weizackerkreis 
Pyritz in Plattdeutscher Spreche - c. 1984; poems and 
stories from Kreis Pyritz in Plattdeutsch. 
 
Een fröhlich Hart ut Pommerland 
By Bernhardt Trittelvitz (Band 25 of Unsere Heimat); c. 
1975 by Pommerscher Buchversand, Hamburg. Sto-
ries and poems in Plattdeutsch. 

Deutsche Personstandsbücher u. Personen-
stands: einträge von Deutschen in Polen, 1898 
- 1945 
By Tomasz Brzozka and Inga Pews; c. 2000, ISBN  
3-8019-5674-1. These are holdings of German birth, 
marriage, and death records in civil archives in Po-
land. We have highlighted the entries relating to 
Pommern in yellow, and the availability of LDS  
microfilms has been noted for both church and civil 
records with the time period covered. Many Pomera-
nian entries relate to those Kreise that were added to 
Pommern about 1939 (Friedeberg, Netzekreis, Flatow, 
Deutsch Krone, Schlochau) but other Pomeranian 
Kreise are also represented. This book is kept in the 
special reference section of the library storage cabinet. 
 
Reisebücher von Anno dazumal: Pommern  
Band 1, (The Handbook for Tourists and Wanderers 
in Pomerania) by Martin Reepel; reprint, 1988; ISBN 
3-7921-0386-9. (Note that this was printed before the 
German Reunification.) Originally published in 1932. 

 
 

Open Library 
Interest in individual genealogy help seems to be 
waning. Perhaps, when summer finally did 
come, people were too busy tending their gar-
dens to tend the family tree. Our Verein will 
continue the offer of research help during the fall 
on the following Sundays from 2:00 – 4:00 pm: 
September 21, October 19, and November 23.  
 
There will be no session in December.  
 
Preregistration is required. Contact our librarian 
at erkraft376@att.net or phone (262) 376-7641. 

Frauengruppe 
With the influx of new library materials, 
volunteer help is needed more than ever 
with some of the routine clerical duties (fil-
ing, recording, organizing). Ladies, can you 
lend a hand on the following days from 11:00 am 
to 2:00 pm: October 9, November 13 and/or  
December 11? 
 
Bring a bag lunch and come to enjoy the fun and 
fellowship. It’s a great opportunity to get acquaint-
ed with what’s new in the library. New faces are 
always welcome, although we like the old ones too! 
Please call Elaine Kraft at (262) 376-7641 if you are 
planning to come. 
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Undelivered Letters Found in the Neustettin Post Office 
As World War II was ending in early 1945, there were thousands of German soldiers in Russian prison 
camps, and they were writing letters to their families back home. Many of these letters had not been 
delivered when the war ended, and about 600 such letters were found in the Neustettin post office. Dr. 
Siegfried Raddits has made a list of these names, and we thank him for that. 
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