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 COMING EVENTS DECEMBER 2014 

 
Friday, January 9, 2015, 7:00 pm The Making of Milwaukee DVD 
For several years now we have been watching segments of “The Making of Milwaukee” by John 
Gurda. We continue exploring the history on this midwinter night. 
 
Friday, February 13, 2015, 7:00 pm Studying Wisconsin: The Life of Increase Lapham 
Local authors, Martha Bergland and Paul Hayes, will present information from their recently published 
book about one of Wisconsin’s first scientists, Increase Lapham. Lapham surveyed effigy mounds, 
helped create the National Weather Service and the storm warning system, and preserved thousands of 
plant specimens. The Wisconsin Historical Society Press said it this way: “In this long overdue tribute to 
Wisconsin’s first scientist, (they) explore the remarkable life and achievements of Increase Lapham (1811-1875) ... 
self-taught, Lapham mastered botany, geology, archaeology, limnology, mineralogy, engineering, meteorology, 
and cartography. His 1844 guide to the territory was the first book published in Wisconsin.” They will bring 
books to purchase if desired. 
 
Friday, March 13, 2015, 7:00 pm Ozaukee County Archives Research Center 
On this night, Dr. Nina Look, archivist for the Ozaukee County Historical Society and Director for the 
Friends of Jonathan Clark House Museum in Mequon, will present an overview of the resources at the 
Ozaukee County Hazel Wirth Archives Research Center. We may even get a peek at Ozaukee County 
Pioneer Village and the other research centers in the county. 
 
Friday April 17, 2015 Annual Fund Raising Party 
Set the date aside for our annual party, with music, food and entertainment. More information in the 
March newsletter. 
 
May 25 — June 6, 2015 Tour to Pomerania 
See beautiful northern Germany and Pomerania. Information inside. 

  
MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 

 
Non-Voting Associate ............ $10.00 

Voting Individual ..................... $15.00 

Voting Family .......................... $20.00 

MEETING NOTES 

Unless otherwise indicated, all meetings start at 7:30 
pm at the Lindenwood School, 12351 N. Granville Road 
111W, Mequon, WI 53097. Note that the building is usu-
ally open by 6:30 pm for members who would like to 
attend the German class conducted by Irmgard Meyer. 

POMMERSCHER 
VEREIN FREISTADT 

 
Post Office Box 204 

Germantown, WI 53022 
Editor: LeRoy Boehlke 

 

 

Pomeranian Society of Freistadt Newsletter 



 
 

 
 
Email: information@pommerschervereinfreistadt.org — 2 — http://www.pommerschervereinfreistadt.org 

Message from the President 
Greetings, fellow members! As I write this in early November, my second term as president is drawing 
to a close. I want to thank everyone for a good four years.  
 
The biggest news the Verein has this fall is that Pommerntag is moving locations! The site near Mequon 
City Hall was just getting too cramped, and parking continued to be challenging.  The new site is still 
in Mequon. It is about three miles northeast of the old site, and is located at Rotary Park, 4100 W. High-
land Road. The park offers some indoor space for the cultural exhibits, an indoor kitchen area, 
hundreds of parking spaces, and indoor, flush, handicap accessible toilets! The entertainment area is 
larger, flatter, and above sea level.  Please mark your calendars for June 28, 2015.  
 
In the meantime, please take note of our varied winter programs and the tour of Pomerania coming up 
in spring. See you at the meetings! 

Tim Schoessow, President 
 
 

November Verein Election Results 
At the November elections, Tim Schoessow was re-elected President, Duane Kuehl was re-elected Treasurer, 
and Duane Bogenschneider was elected Director. We thank Eileen Densow for her years of service. 
 
Verein Officers for 2015 

President .................................................... Tim Schoessow 

Vice President ............................................. Louise Knoke 

Secretary......................................................... Barbara Vaitl 

Treasurer .......................................................... Duane Kuehl 

Director ........................................ Duane Bogenschneider 

Director .............................................................Linda Herrick 

Director ................................................................... Elroy Klug 

 
2015 Committee Chairmanships 

Anniversary Pins........................................................... Delores Weiss .................................................................. 920-386-2946 

Bookstore ........................................................................ Duane Bogenschneider ............................................... 920-904-1644 

Culture .............................................................................. Irmgard Meyer ................................................................... 262-673-3981 

Folk Fair ........................................................................... Jean and Elroy Klug ....................................................... 262-675-6354 

Genealogy ....................................................................... Duane Bogenschneider ............................................... 920-904-1644 

German Fest Culture Display ................................. Jean and Elroy Klug ....................................................... 262-675-6354 

German Society Representative ........................... Tim Schoessow ................................................................ 262-242-0724 
 LeRoy Boehlke ................................................................. 262-242-0653 

Librarian ........................................................................... Elaine Kraft ......................................................................... 262-376-7641 

Membership .................................................................... Delores Weiss .................................................................. 920-386-2946 

Newsletter Editor ........................................................ LeRoy Boehlke ................................................................. 262-242-0653 

Sunshine Chairman ..................................................... Jean Kuehl ......................................................................... 414-354-4228 

Computer Committee ................................................ Terry Schoessow ............................................................. 262-242-0724 
 Richard Bakken 
 Duane Bogenschneider, Chairman ......................... 920-904-1644 

Program Chairmen ...................................................... Terry Schoessow ............................................................. 262-242-0724 
 Bill Vaitl ................................................................................. 262-781-7155 
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Tour Pomerania in 2015 
The colored brochures have arrived for the 2015 tour to Pomerania. The dates are May 25 – June 6, 
2015. The price is $3,085.00 per person with a $100 discount if you pay your $250 deposit by January 15, 
2015. Brochures have been mailed to those who have already requested them. If you would like a bro-
chure, write us at: Pomerania Tour, PO Box 204, Germantown, WI 53022 or phone us at (262) 242-0653. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pommerntag Moves to a New Location! 

Pommerntag is moving to a larger city park. The new location is at 4100 W. Highland Road, Mequon, 
WI. Highland Road does not connect with either I43 or I41/45, but Mequon Road connects with both of 
these interstate highways. Highland Road is just 2 miles north of Mequon Road. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Welcome New Members 
Paul England ............................................................................................................ Grayslake, IL 
Dee Howard ........................................................................................................ Brown Deer, WI 
John Krueger ............................................................................................................... Aurora, CO 
Fred Muller .................................................................................................................... Chico, CA 
Barbara Olszewski ...................................................................................................... Colgate, WI 
Tom Thompson ..................................................................................................... Lakewood, CA  

Greifswald Market Square Farmhouse at Klockenhagen 
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Letters Written by an 1839 Pomeranian Pioneer 
 
When King Friedrich Wilhelm III made it illegal to be a Lutheran in Prussia in the early 1800’s, about 1,100 
Lutherans left Prussia to find religious freedom in America. These came from the states of Silesia, Branden-
burg, Saxony, and most of them came from Pomerania. When they arrived in Buffalo, NY, most of the 
people were out of money, but 40 families from Pomerania were able to continue on to Milwaukee where 
they arrived early in October in 1839. Some stayed in Milwaukee, but the rest went north 15 miles, where 
they bought land for $1.25 per acre. Here they settled and founded Freystadt. One of the men with the 1839 
group was Johann Carl Wilhelm Pritzlaff from Trieglaff, Kreis Greifenberg. He wrote letters to the folks 
back home, and we will print excerpts from these letters. Our thanks to Lucille Ruedt for her translation. 
 
Hamburg, June 28, 1839 
 
Dearest Brother and Mother: 
Don’t be angry about my long delay in writing; I promised you to write from Stettin to let you know how 
we were getting along, but I kept putting it off from one day to the next to the very end, so I had to get go-
ing, in order to get out of Stettin. On the entire journey, time was always too short, and there just wasn’t the 
opportunity to write. The time is very short now, too, but in order not to break my promise entirely, I feel 
compelled to write to you, if only briefly, for I should like to share with you the news about how wonderful-
ly the dear Lord has guided us. His arm has not become shorter, nor has His power lessened. He will 
continue to guide us. You dear ones know that we took leave of each other the evening of May 17, about half 
past 9 o’clock, amid many tears. I will never forget that evening, especially the way we held hands and 
kissed each other, and promised each other to follow the Lord Jesus with our whole heart. You probably all 
know what happened to us in Stettin; how we had to part from our dear brothers and sisters, and had to 
wait there for all the other people for almost five days. 
 
Dear Brother, Mother, and Sister:  
Time is short; I must close because we will have to be on board the steamboat as early as 2 in the afternoon 
and have our belongings loaded. As of today we have been in Hamburg for four weeks. We will go to Hull 
in England in the steamship, from there to Liverpool on steamboats, then we board a sailing ship and will 
probably land in Philadelphia. When we finally get to our destination, I will write more to you about our 
journey. I am, thank God, still hale and hearty. How things are going with you, I don’t know. If we do not 
see each other again in this life, oh, then may we see each other eternally before God’s throne. Now this 
wish comes from the heart of your faithful son and brother, Carl Pritzlaff. 
 
 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin Territory, April 23, 1842 
 
Beloved Mother, Sister, and Brother: 
Inasmuch as it is now almost three years since I was in your midst, and because I have heard nothing from 
you since that time, and you surely haven’t heard much from me, I can no longer neglect to let you know 
how things have been going for me in this time, both physically as well as spiritually. It has been my duty 
and obligation for some time to write you, but I kept putting it off from one time to another. Many times I 
have started a letter, but got tired of writing. Many times I consoled myself with the idea that you would 
know from the other letters from the Tonnebuhr group that I arrived in America and am still alive. 
 
You know that I began my journey on May 16, 1839; I said farewell to you with many tears and a painful, 
feeling of sadness as I began my emigration to America. Then, fourteen days after we had left home, we ar-
rived safely in Hamburg, and waited there for a full month for the fellow countrymen and church members 
who had to stay in Stettin, as you undoubtedly know, because of the passports. The last day that we were in 
Hamburg, I wrote a letter to you, which was done in great haste, but I don’t know if you ever received it. 

... to be continued ... 
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Treptow in Kreis Greifenberg 
 
Records show that in 1180 there was al-
ready a church in Treptow, and also in 
1180 a convent was built in Belbuck, 
next to Treptow. In 1277, Treptow re-
ceived a charter to be a city, and in 1299, 
permission was given to build a wall 
around the city. In 1303, construction 
was started on the present St. Mary 
Church. In 1328, the Latin School was 
started in Treptow, and from 1504 to 
1521 John Bugenhagen was Rector of 
this school. Bugenhagen was born in 
Wollin and attended the University in 
Greifswald. In 1365, Treptow joined the 
Hanseatic trading league. In 1534, a 
large meeting “Landstag” was held in 
Treptow and it was decided that Pom-
erania should join the Reformation. In 
1626, Treptow was occupied by troops 
of the Emperor, who were fighting the 
Lutherans, and in 1761 Russian troops 
attacked the city. 
  

Street Scene in Treptow 

Treptow in 1617 

Treptow Market Square 

The City Wall in Treptow 
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People Living In or Near City Cammin, 
Kreis Cammin, after 1538 

Cammin city records go back to 1539. Between 1538 and 1791 the city had 8 fires, which burned down 
most of the houses and destroyed most of the records. This list gives us the information that is available 
in existing Cammin records. We thank Dr. Schroeder, Direktor of the Landesmuseum in Greifswald, for 
sending us the list which was printed by Sedina Archive and edited by Prof. Hans-Dieter Wallschläger. 
 
Living in or near City Cammin 
 
1638 
Jacobus Perle 
Jochim Lübbeke 
Martinus Zuleke 
Johann Rampthun 
Martin Benther 
Heinrich Stephan 
Martinus Voltze 
Hans Tesche 
Peter Brockhaus 
Hans Adam 
Johann Reverhagen 
Arndt Schreiber 
Peter Wefer v. Krimmen 
Jochen Marten 
Karsten Otto 
Jakob Koch 
Simon Stock 
Jochem Zillemer 
Andreas Schurich 
Peter Simon 
Peter Barkow 
 
1639 
Hans Ritzerow 
Barthalomäus Stephen 
Jochim Gröener 
Berndt Krummenhus 
Paul Löben 
Hans Brockhaus 
 
1640 
Hans Woldekow 
 
1641 
Michel von Newburgh 
 
1644 
Jakob Neresse 
Marten Tempelmann 
Hans Forstenow 
Peter Glasow 

1644 continued 
Peter Engelbrecht 
 
1645 
Jürg Holifeld 
Andreas Kreyhahn 
Michel Bergmann 
 
1646 
Joachimus Schmidt 
 
1649 
Klemens Gadebusch 
Samuel Krüger 
Chiamus Ruge 
Michel Scheningk 
Jürgen Sarnow 
Hermann Vedder 
Heinrich Dustrebek 
Daniel Brockhauss 
Jürgen Hummelt 
Martin Falcke 
Michel Emeke 
Jochim Emeke 
Hans Dumbstrey 
Martinus Rampthun 
Hans Lubbezin 
Jochim Eichhorst 
Abraham Knorre 
Peter Haverbecker 
Jakob Born 
 
1650 
Jakob Rampthun 
Jochen Hoyer 
Jakob Bostrin 
Baltzer Bathe 
Daniel Ziegler 
 
1651 
Daniel Ziesemer 
 

1654 
Martin Kuste 
 
1655 
Martin Tesche 
Hans Donate 
Hans Schneider 
Christian Sülflohn 
Hanss Funke 
Olaf Karlsohn 
Paull Kleist 
Michel Passe 
Jakob Krüeger 
Niklas Kreye 
Paull Holtz 
Andreas Schutte 
Adam Starke 
Martin Mantey 
Frentz Bartelt 
Joachim Berguis 
 
1660 
Baltzer Ohmb 
Lorenz Krueger 
Christian Wendland 
 
1661 
Christian Wolter 
Christoff Bressel 
Jochen Marte 
Hans Riebe 
Adam Heineke 
Tobias Parthey 
Joachimus Lasekorff 
Michel Zimmermann 
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Unsere Bibliothek — Our Library 
Recent Acquisitions 
The Rose Family of Wollin, Pomerania  
(second edition)  
By Judy Vezzetti; c. 1998, updated 2013. Family history 
covering six generations, mainly through descendency 
charts; some photos and narration; name index by  
family. Related surnames include: Bast, Zuehlke, Dob-
berphul, Krueger, Zimmermann, Barkow, Heckendorf, 
Krause, Lenz, Tesch. Donated by the author. 
 
Sidonia the Sorceress, Volumes l and II 
By William Meinhold, translated by Lady Wilde.  
Chronicle of Sidonia von Bork, the supposed destroyer 
of the reigning house of Pomerania through witchcraft. 
She was executed August 19, 1620, at Stettin. Fact or fic-
tion? You judge. An interesting revelation of court life in 
the 16th century. Volume II includes the story of The 
Amber Witch. Those old Pomeranians were a supersti-
tious lot. Purchased 2014. 
 
Pioneer Church Records Speak: Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, Jackson, Wisconsin, 1847—1974 
By Royal Natzke. Detailed history of the congregation 
with extracted church records (baptism, confirmation, 
marriage, death); list of pastors. Purchased 2014. 
 
Some German to English Translations from Wir 
Pommern  
By Karlheinz Gehrmann; translations by Rhoda Zanow 
Meer. Selected excerpts from the German volume in our 
Verein library. Donated by the translator, October 2014. 
 
The Julius Zanow-Bertha Stuebe Family  
Constellation 
By Rhoda Zanow Meer. Family history with ties to 
Mecklenburg and Pommern (Kolzow and Rehberg, Kr. 
Usedom-Wollin); unique descendency charts; donated 
by the author, October 2014. 

Donated Materials from the Riggle  
Collection (continued): 
Pommersche Reminiszenzen I 
By Horst Gädtke. An overview of the settlement history 
and the development of the standing of the rural people 
in Pomerania. ISBN 3-923483-0-5; Reminiscences of 
Pomerania; c. 1996 by Marianne Gädtke. 
 
Pommersche Reminiszenzen II 
By Horst Gädtke; Pomeranian village histories: Las-
sehne, Timmenhagen, Strippow (Kr. Köslin);  
ISBN 3-924383-07-3; c. 1997. 
 
Reminiszenzen III 
Bilder aus dem deutschen Osten (pictures of the German 
east); includes church at Lassehne; ISBN 3-924383-10-3; 
c. 1997. 
 
Meine Heimat Lauenberg Pommern  
No author, c. date, or ISBN given; black and white  
photos of the city and Kreis; forward by Wolfgang 
Marntke and Heinz Pinske. 
 
Chronik des Weizackerdorfes Petznick  
(Chronicle of the Weizacker village Petznick, Kr. Pyritz) 
From the Pyritz Heimattreffen June, 1991; includes color 
photo of Trachten; various black and white photos;  
poems, articles, list of residents in Petznick at an unspec-
ified time. 

 
 
Sunday Open Library 
Tentatively scheduled genealogy helping sessions, 2:00 – 4:00 pm: January 18, February 22 and March 23.  
Remember that advance registration is required. 
 
Frauengruppe 
Simple clerical help is needed in the Verein library from 11:00 – 2:00 pm: January 8, February 12 
and March 12. Bring a bag lunch. Dessert and beverage will be provided. Bring your own genealogy 
questions. Spend some time getting to know your library. Your help will be greatly appreciated. 

  

PLEASE NOTE: 

Winter definitely plays havoc with 
meeting plans, so please check 
dates and times by contacting our 
librarian (ekraft376@att.net or call 
262-376-7641). 



 
 

 
 
Email: information@pommerschervereinfreistadt.org — 8 — http://www.pommerschervereinfreistadt.org 

Pommerscher Verein Bookstore — 2015 
Partial list of items for sale. For complete list, write: 

Pommerscher Bookstore, PO Box 204, Germantown, WI 53022 or visit our website 
http://www.pommerschervereinfreistadt.org 

DESCRIPTION MEMBERS NON-MEMBERS QUANTITY TOTAL $ 

Favorite Recipes of Pommern Cooks — Contains recipes of members and 
friends. Has such familiar ones as our famous cherry soup, potato pancakes, 
Pommern specialties and much more. 

$9.00 $10.00   

Pomerania, Its People and History — 32 pictures, 4 maps. A well-illustrated 36 
page look at Pomeranian history, customs, and culture. 

$7.00 $8.00   

Pomeranian Customs and Culture — A compilation of articles from past issues 
of the Rundschreiben and recent translations of articles relating to Pomeranian 
customs, cultures and history. (61 pages) 

$7.00 $8.00   

Germany, 2000 Years of Culture and History — 42 page book with 22 pictures/ 
10 maps. A concise, readable history of Germany. 

$8.00 $9.00   

The Old Lutherans — 566 pages, 3 volumes — The emigration from Pomerania 
and Prussia to America from 1838 to 1854. 

$67.00 $72.00   

19th Century Emigration of “Old Lutherans” — Over 1,000 names and places of 
Pomeranians and Prussians who emigrated starting in 1838. From Iwan’s Old 
Lutherans Chapter XX. 

$20.00 $23.00   

Freistadt and the Lutheran Immigration — List of Pomeranians in Freistadt, WI. 
Over 600 family names. 

$12.00 $15.00   

Pomeranian Culture and Genealogy — Covers Pomeranian history, culture, and 
genealogy. The name index lists over 1,000 family names (138 pages). 

$10.00 $12.00   

The Villages of Kreis Cammin $30.00 $35.00   

The Church at Hoff, Kreis Greifenberg $14.00 $16.00   

German Maps & Facts $14.00 $16.00   

Karte von Pommern - 1:300,000 Scale $25.00 $28.00   

Heimatkarte - 1 :400,000 Scale $20.00 $23.00   
Individual Kreis Maps — 1:100,000 Scale — CIRCLE NAME OF KREIS:  
Arnswalde, Belgard, Bütow, Deutsch Krone/Schneidemühl, Dramburg, Flatow, 
Friedeberg, Greifenhagen/Stettin, Greifswald, Kolberg-Körlin, Köslin, Lauenburg, 
Netzekreis, Neustettin, Pyritz, Rummelsburg, Saatzig/Stargard, Schlawe, 
Schlochau, Stolp, Usedom-Wollin 

$18.00 $21.00   

Elbsegler Fisherman’s Caps — SELECT SIZE:  
6 5/8, 6 3/4, 6 7/8, 7, 7 1/8, 7 1/4, 7 3/8, 7 1/2, 7 5/8, 7 3/4 

$36.00 $39.00   

White Ball Cap with Pommern Griffin (unisex) $12.00 $14.00   

White Fabric Hat with Pommern Griffin (unisex) $12.00 $14.00   

Sie Haben Die Musik Nicht Vergessen! (Music CD) $15.00 $18.00   

Weihnachtlich Glänzet der Wald (Music CD) $15.00 $18.00   

Porcelain Christmas Tree Ornament $9.00 $10.00   

Glass Beer Stein $6.00 $7.00   

MEMBERSHIP: Voting Individual $15.00 N/A   

MEMBERSHIP: Voting Family $20.00 N/A   

MEMBERSHIP: Non-Voting Associate $10.00 N/A   

SHIPPING & HANDLING 
Per Shipment Charge of $5.00 $5.00 

Plus $1.00 per Item for Shipping  $1  x  

PRICES APPLY TO USA ORDERS TOTAL  

Mail to: Pommerscher Verein Freistadt, PO Box 204, Germantown, WI 53022 
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