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COMING EVENTS JUNE 2015

Sunday, June 28, 2015, 12:00 Noon to 6:00 pm Pommerntag

Pomeranian folk dancers, brass band, genealogy and history displays. Pomeranian maps for sale, food,
refreshments, no admission charge, at 4100 W. Highland Road, Mequon, WI. Entertainment starts at
11:30 am with Peggy Mueller and her button box accordion.

Friday, July 10, 2015, 5:30 pm Summer Picnic

Our summer picnic will be at the Jackson Historical Site, which is housed in the former Immanuel
Church building at 1860 Mill Road in Jackson. While the early pioneer Lutheran churches founded in
1839 or shortly thereafter prospered and are with us today, this one declined and finally disbanded. See
details inside.

Friday, Saturday & Sunday, July 24, 25 & 26, 2015 German Fest

Enjoy delicious German food, continuous entertainment and culture displays. Volunteers get free en-
try, free parking, food and drink. If you would like to help at our Pomeranian displays, please call Tim
at (262) 242-0724.

August — No Meeting this Month Happy Vacation!

Friday, September 11, 2015, 7:00 pm The Value of Your Antiques

Do you have older items of “great” value around the house? We all do, but just how valuable is it? Not
to you, but in the antique market place. In other words, who's looking for what and what is its value?
To get some answers to those questions, join us as Gordon Kirsten of Gordon’s Antiques of Grafton,
gives us some insight into the current market for antiques. In fact, bring one or two pieces along for
Gordon to give you some idea of whether it has monetary or just sentimental value.
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Help from Friends of Pommerntag

Once again our wonderful members have helped us out with extra contributions
for Pommerntag. This year we are moving to a different park with better facilities.

Thank you so much for your help, Friends of Pommerntag!

Nadine Adamski
Betty Adringa
William Adams
William Anmons
Terry Baier

Chester & Kathryn
Barbasiewiez

Dale Bartel

Warren Bartels
Barbara Bird

Clifford Bischoff

Irene Blau

James & Vickie Boeder
LeRoy Boehlke
Norman Boehlke
Dorene Boettcher
Duane Bogenschneider
Dorothy Boxhorn
Dorothy Breedlove
Carol Burger

Kathy Calkins

Daphne Carney

Gary Carson

Robert Christie

Joan Culler

Don & Marilyn DeBoth
Ruby DeMott

Eileen Densow
Margaret Duebner
Laurie Eggert
Thomas Ehlert

Ray Erickson

Lynda Faust

Editha Fiedler

Martha Flory

James Frank

Don & Ann Gass
Reidun & George Gauger
Elmer Goetsch

Diane Green

Michael & Arlene Gudall
John Hallman

Earl Hildebrand
Roger & Bonnie Hoge
Waltraud Holman
Thomas Holmes
Donald Holznagel
Merlin Horn

Marilyn John

Betty Jane Johnson
Carole Kadolph

Carl Kamke
Geraldine Kirsch
Barbara Kletzke
Elroy Klug

Hans Peter Kohlhoff
Richard Kortum

Alan Lemke

Maxine Liesinger
John Liittschwager
Theodore Lotz
Renata Lucht

E.H. Macks

Lee Markscheffel
Carolynn Mawhinney
Marlene McClure
Gary & Eleanore Mede
Wayne Mianske
Michael Milbrath
Marion Mycynek

Tom & Sharon Newcomer
James Nass

Todd Ninman

Nancy Olson

Timothy Ostwald
Richard Otto

Dorothy & Ken Pedersen
Douglas Plowman
Renata Quillen

Milton Radant

Harold Ruedi

Brian Scheive

John Schmeling

Brian Scheive

Kay Scott

Shelley Shepherd
Virginia Simek

Dennis Slater

Robert Sommerfeldt
Arlene Sommerfield
Mike & Sue Strelow
Wayne & Joan Strelow
Mary Sykes

James Tiegs

Maxine Triff

Bill & Barbara Vaitl
Judith Vezzetti

Kay Voss

Maribeth Waldrop
Donald Wegner
Robert & Delores Weiss
Warren Wolf

Don & Caroline
Wieselmann
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SUNDAY, JUNE 28T4, 2015

Pommerscher Verein Freistadt

1-414-429-0722
(Google Rotary Park, Mequon for a map)
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German Memorials on Polish Cemeteries

Georg and Reidun Gauger formerly lived in Re-
genwalde, and Georg’s brother, who lives in
Germany, was instrumental in getting a memorial
set up at the cemetery in Regenwalde. Included are
the few stones that could still be found. Georg and
Reidun travelled from Minnesota to be there at the
very nice memorial on the Regenwalde cemetery.

As the Russian army approached the Oder River,
many church books were destroyed, and later the
grave stones were taken from the cemeteries and
used for construction purposes. Since Pomeranian
Duke Bogislaff joined the German Empire in 1181,

many thousands of Germans were buried next to
their churches. Except for some scattered stones
and a few missed small cemeteries, since 1946 there
have been no memorials for all these burials.

In recent years people who lived in these towns
until 1946 have made an effort to put up monu-
ments written in Polish and English. All
indications are that the Catholic priests and the
Polish church members have been very supportive.

We thank Georg and Reidun for this very interest-
ing and valuable information.

The Dedication Ceremony

Georg, Reidun, Holger Gauger at Regenwalde
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People Living In or Near City Cammin,

Kreis Cammin, after 1538

Cammin city records go back to 1539. Between 1538 and 1791 the city had 8 fires, which burned down

most of the houses and destroyed most of the records. This list gives us the information that is available
in existing Cammin records. We thank Dr. Schroeder, Direktor of the Landesmuseum in Greifswald, for
sending us the list which was printed by Sedina Archive and edited by Prof. Hans-Dieter Wallschlager.

Living in or near City Cammin

1681 1688 Continued 1693 Continued
Michel Kleist Hans Piepkorn Michael Wulff
Michel Keuhn Magnus Jakob Franz Schmur
Mathias Friedeland Daniel Husadel Johann Wilde

Lorentz Knuth
Michel Ohmb
Johann Holtz

1683

Gabriel Backhuss
Hans Adam
Hans Schitte

1689

Sebastian Zimmermann

1684

Hans Lange
Jlirgen Viermann
Johann Steffen
Andreas Steffen
Jurgen Hensel

1685

Peter Paul Holtz
Joachim Steffen
Johan Schnackenberg
Peter Tesche

Peter Otto

1690

Hans Dobberpfuhl
Lorentz Klein
Jirgen Vettiehl
Christian Schreiber

1694

Michael Krutzer

1686

Christian Berk
Martin Besemer
Matthias Dehnel
Andreas Schmor

1691

Hans Nitzsche
Lorentz Gottschalk
Hans Pantel

Jakob Bostrin
Christian Zulich
Christian Donat

1695

Hans ZUlche
Joachim Holtz
Hans Hoyer
Boltzer Maas
Michael Retzlaff
Michael Barkow

1687

Friedrich Gentze
Nikolaus Lohmanns
Christian Reichart
Joachim Millies
Joachim Block

1692

Christian Schoén

Marten Schmidt
Michael Voltze

Danile Grambow
Tobias Schellin

Martin Merkel

Richardt Hoyer
Gotofrodus Wolfgramm
Jakob Lange

1688

Paul Laschow
Friedrich Brocker
Christian Meister
Martin Moritz
Michael Rackow
Hans Schildtknecht

1693

Martin Freise
Jirgen Schiltkriger
Jakobus Holtz
Christian Krtger
Godfried Berg
Martin Mantey
Johann Schele
Arndt Essing
Eberhard Essing
Hans Gruel

1696

Valentin Vogt
Jochim Riebe

Martin Fiermann
Michael Hein

Martin Oppel
Christian Sulflohn
Christian Ziemen
Christian Zuliche
Jirgen Dobberpfuhl

Benedictus Fisher
Johann Maas
Matthias Maas
Hans LUlflohn
Petrus Garbrecht
Jirgen Wolt
Nikolaus Luenn

1697

Daniel Voltz
Heinrich Dumman
Ernst Block
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Letters Written by an 1839 Pomeranian Pioneer

When King Friedrich Wilhelm III made it illegal to be a Lutheran in Prussia in the early 1800’s, about 1,100
Lutherans left Prussia to find religious freedom in America. Most of them came from Pomerania. When they
arrived in Buffalo, NY, most of the people were out of money, but 40 families from Pomerania were able to
continue on to Milwaukee where they arrived early in October in 1839. Some stayed in Milwaukee, but the
rest went north 15 miles, where they bought land for $1.25 per acre. Here they settled and founded
Freystadt. One of the men with the 1839 group was Johann Carl Wilhelm Pritzlaff from Trieglaff, Kreis
Greifenberg. He wrote letters to the folks back home, and we will print excerpts from these letters. Our

thanks to Lucille Ruedt for her translation.

1843

The well-born and the rich are not ashamed to associ-
ate with the poor and lowly. If one man works for
another, he is not bound to do so for a definite time,
but leaves when he wishes to; every man is his own
master. One can travel through all of America freely
and unhindered, without a pass or anything like that.
In fact, a great deal of traveling is done here; if a man
has a houseful of children, when they are gone, they
will scatter far and wide throughout America.

Now, in regard to my physical condition and circum-
stances, I am, thanks and praise to God, quite hale
and hearty, and everything is going very well. I ha-
ven't been sick in America for a single day, except for
the first two weeks.

As far as I know, the Tonneburschen are all hale and
hearty; they all live 16 English miles from the city,
with the exception of Christian Wilke who lives here,
and who sends you hearty greetings. Recently a letter
arrived from Schwesow from Bauer Wendt in which
he writes that Roggenbuck and Carl Zion are going
begging here, which is a shameful lie. Instead, they
actually have a good income and thank God that He
has brought them out of such a land in which in time
they would have had to go begging, inasmuch as most
of those in power no longer wish to give a true Lu-
theran work. Zion works for a tailor and earns $8 here,
and Roggenbuck works around in the city here. They
both send their hearty greetings, also Drier and so
does old father Wussow, along with his children, who
are mostly all married except for the two youngest.

Dear brother, August, one thing I beg of you and that
is that you will write to me very soon, and don’t de-
lay as long as I did. Write how things are going there
in Prussia, and what you are all doing, anyway, and
whether mother, or Heinrich or Elisabeth are inclined
to come here; also what Heinrich is doing. Please be
good enough to let Wangerin in Trieglaff read this
letter. We send our hearty greetings also to his wife
and sons. He should write to me some time. Give
greetings to both of his men, C. Heuer and F. Kurth;

schoolteacher Timm; gardener Gentz; as well as all
the acquaintances who know me and ask about me.
Hildemann sends special greetings to Wangerin; he
would particularly like to inquire about his mother,
whether she is still alive, and what his brothers are
doing. Mildebrath from Tonnebuhr would also like to
know if his mother-in-law is still living and what his
brothers-in-law are doing. He sends his heartiest
greetings and is hopeful that Ludwig Bartelt will
come here. Likewise Christian Wilke sends greetings
to all his sisters, and would like to know how they are
getting along. Greet Carl Heidke and his wife, magis-
trate Schulz Steffen and his family, Boettcher and all
who know me and ask about me. In closing, I wish all
of you the peace and blessings of God and know that
the Kingdom of Heaven is in control and all who
acknowledge its power draw it to themselves. If it
should happen that we do not see each other in per-
son again (which I surely hope will not happen), may
our gracious and loving God grant us His mercy that
we will someday stand before His throne where our
joy will be fulfilled and we will be in His loving pres-
ence eternally.

I send many thousand greetings to my dear mother,
and I remain her sincere son and your sincere brother,
Johann Carl Wilhelm Pritzlaff.

Use this address form: To Johann Pritzlaff in Milwau-
kee, Wisconsin Territory, North America.”

In December of 1843, Pritzlaff wrote again, and the
families from Tonnebuhr that he referred to this time
were those that came with Rev. Kindermann in 1843.
They were living in the Kirchhhain settlement just
northwest of Freistadt, and included a number of
Heidtke families, as well as Sophie Christine Krueger
and Erdmann Friedrich Bartelt. The letter was dated:
Milwaukee, December 21, 1843. It was addressed:
New York- Hamburg; Mr. A. F. Pritzlaff, Tonnebuhr,
near Guelzow, Hinter Pommern, Kingdom of Prussia;
Paid to New York.

To be continued.

Email: information@pommerschervereinfreistadt.org

http://www.pommerschervereinfreistadt.org



Unsere Bibliothek — Our Library

A continuation of the materials received as part of the Riggle
Collection:

Pommersche Reminiszenzen | (Pomeranian Reminiscences
I). An overview of the history of the settlement and develop-
ment of the rural registry in Pommern, by Horst Gadtke;
ISBN 3-924383-06-5 c. 1996.

Pommersche Reminiszenzen II; Pommersche Dorfges-
chichte (Pomeranian village histories) by Horst Gadtke —
Lassehne, Timmenhagen, Strippow, Kr. Koslin ¢.1997; ISBN
3-924383-07-3.

Pommersche Reminiszenzen lll, by Horst Gadtke; photos
from the German East.

Chronik der Parochie Hohen-Selchow im Kreis Randow,
by C. G. F. Schenk (a chronicle of the parish by the pastor); c. 1978.

Pommernland, Heimatland: Gottberg in Kreis Pyritz, by
Ruth and Karl-Hans Giitschow. A history of the ancestral
village(s), including Alt and Neu Libbehne; three sepia-tone
undated photos of Gottberg in front pocket); c. 1990.

Die Kriegswirren in Jan/Mé&rz 1945 (the War’s Chaos in Jan.
and March, 1945) in Kreis Pyritz and other areas of Germany.
This is not the story of any one particular family, but an over-
view of the chaos at the end of WW II in specific areas.

Von Hinterpommern nach irgendwo (from Hinter-
pommem to somewhere) by Heino Kebshull; c. 2009;
childhood memories of Gross and Klein Nossin, Kr. Stolp.

Klein Nossin (Kr. Stoip): Flucht und Vertreibung Erin-
nerung, by Heino Kebschull (memories of the flight and
expulsion following WW II); c. 2002; ISBN 3-9808293-1-6.

Das Leichenbuch der Gemeinde Frauendorf bei Stettin,
by Dr. Erwin APmanm; list of deaths from the congregation at
Frauendorf, Kr. Randow, including Warsow and Wussow;
surname index from the 1700 and 1800s in the back of the
book; also gives birth and marriage dates and names of par-
ents, where known.

Einwohnerbuch von Stadt und Kreis Pyritz 1935

1935 census for the city of Pyritz in Kreis Pyritz (listsed by
address; begins with alphabetical name index, then cross-
references by street address).

Marienthal; Village Chronicles (Kr. Greifenhagen) by Al-
bert Breitsprecher; text in English; name of translator not
given.

This concludes the list of materials in the Riggle Collection.

Open Library Dates

Opportunities for individual research help
in our Verein library are usually tentatively
scheduled for one Sunday afternoon a
month, from 2:00 - 4:00 pm. Pre-
registration is definitely required, be-
cause if no one has reserved, the librarian
may not show up. Don’t be disappointed.
Phone (262) 376-7641 or email
erkraft376@att.net.

There will be no Sunday session in June,
but the library will very likely be open on
the Pommerntag weekend (Friday the 26th,
Saturday the 27th, and Monday the 29th)
beginning at 10:30 am. Let us know if you
are planning to come. On Sunday, the 28th,
of course, we will be in the Reuter Pavilion
at Rotary Park with many of our genealogy
materials and culture displays. Look for us
there.

Other summertime helping sessions will be
from 2:00 - 4:00 pm on July 19, August
23 and September 20. Advance registra-
tion is required! Other dates can be

arranged for your convenience. Just call us.

Frauengruppe

Possible dates for the ladies” auxiliary to
meet to do some filing and record-keeping
for the library will be from 11:00 am to
2:00 pm on the following Thursdays:
June 11, July 9, August 13, and Septem-
ber 10. Bring a bag lunch; dessert and
beverage will be provided. Come to pre
view the latest acquisitions, to get
involved with a project, to do
some of your own research,
and to enjoy meeting with
Verein friends. Contact the
librarian, if you are coming
(see info above).
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Meeting at Jackson Historical Site

Friday, July 10, 2015, 5:30 pm, Pommerscher Verein Picnic at the Jackson Historical Society. On this
evening we will combine a potluck picnic, historical site tour, and talk by Pastor Royal Natzke at Jack-
son Historical Site, 1860 Mill Road, Jackson, WI 53037.

The grounds contain a one-room school, cemetery, church built in 1874, and a log house that was
moved to the grounds from a neighboring farm. Plates, utensils, silverware, napkins will be provided.

Soda and water will be provided as well.

In case of rain, the potluck will be held at the grounds in the church.

o 530 pm..ccccinnene Grounds open
e 6:00 pm..cccrerinnnenn Potluck

o 645 pm......cccecencnen.

e 7:00-8:00 pm........... Grounds Open

Talk about: Pioneer Church Records Speak: Immanuel Lutheran Church

Jackson Historical Site is in Jackson Township, on Mill Road, west of Division Road (Highway G). Mill
Road is one and one-quarter miles north of Pioneer Road.

Members Honored at
Our Anniversary Dinner

At our anniversary dinner, 10 members were
honored for 10 years of membership and seven
members were honored for 25 years of member-
ship. We thank them for their many years of
support. The meal at the Fox and Hounds Inn was
excellent and we enjoyed the zither music.

10 YEAR MEMBERS

e Barbara Bird e Marlene McClure
e Lynde Faust e Jack Radtke
e Charles Hobus e Joan Steindorf
e Cynthia Lindau e Tom Sbraus
e Robert Maguire e Mary Sykes
25 YEAR MEMBERS
e Martha Florey e Todd Ninman
e  Gladys Huber e Arlene Sommerfield
e Albert Klug e Duane Tonn
e Ardes Klug

Welcome New Members

Dorothy Butler ...........cccoeiinnnen. Oskaloosa, TA
Faye Caner.........ccceoevvnviinnnnnnne. Columbus, OH
Joan Krubsack ........ccccooeeevvevriecriecniennnne. Waldo, WI
Diane Lohff.......ccooceivvvivviniiinens Wauwatosa, WI

President’s
Message

In this issue, I'd like to salute Duane Bo-
genschneider, who has quietly provided
hours of faithful service for our organization.
He is the person who has answered the
emails and run the Bookstore for many years.
He wrote the program for Pommerntag for
years as well. In addition, he has made a
great contribution by moving us forward in
our efforts to redesign the website. Heartfelt
thanks, Duane!

Unfortunately, Duane is unable to run the
Bookstore. We desperately need someone to
serve in this capacity. For the most part, it can
be run out of your home. Please consider
volunteering in this way.

As you may have heard, Pommerntag is mov-
ing to a new, larger location at 4100 N. Rotary
Park. This site is about three miles away from
the old location. Volunteers are always need-
ed as we share our culture with the public!

Tim Schoessow, President
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