
DECEMBER 2015

MEETING NOTES

Unless otherwise indicated, all meetings start 
at 7:00 pm at the Lindenwood School, 
12351 N. Granville Road 111W, 
Mequon, WI 53097. 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Non-Voting Associate/Organization ... $12.00

Voting Individual ................................. $15.00

Voting Family ....................................... $20.00

POMMERSCHER
VEREIN FREISTADT

Post Office Box 204
Germantown, WI 53022

Friday, January 8, 2016                    No Meeting_________________________________________________________________________________________  
!is year, we’re going to let Old Man Winter lead the program. So stay home and enjoy the show outside your 
window.

Friday, February 11, 2016, 7:00 p.m.              Eastern European German Expulsion _________________________________________________________________________________________  
Kimberly Redding, History Department Chair at Carroll University will present “Who Writes History”, based “on 
her research on the German people expelled from Eastern Europe in 1945-46 and how they have been erased from 
their national history.” She explores “how history is often written by the winners.”

Friday, March 11, 2016, 7:00 p.m.                                              Hats Off To Her-Story _________________________________________________________________________________________
Carol Jensen will share “Hats O" to Her-Story: !e Life and Times of Eight Notable Women from Wisconsin.” 
!e story begins in the 1700s with the only female chief in Ho Chunk history and concludes in the 1940s. If you 
have a hat, please wear it to the program.
 

Friday, April 15, 2015, All Evening                     Annual “Rent Party” at Circle-B _________________________________________________________________________________________
Save the date! !e annual fund raiser for Lindenwood Community Center, sponsored by the Freistadt Heritage 
Foundation will be held in Cedarburg this evening. All evening entertainment, catered meal, and silent auction.

COMING EVENTS

Email: information@pommerschervereinfreistadt.org                                              www.pommerscher.org



President’s Message

!is is a time of change in our organization. We are proud to announce the debut of the new website: 
pommerscher.org. Look for information elsewhere in this newsletter. If you have one, PLEASE send your email to 
information@pommerscher.org. Please strongly consider changing to receiving the newsletter via email as well. !e 
photo quality is greatly improved, and you save our group postage costs. !ey add up!

!anks to Linda Herrick, Gary Preston, and Terry Schoessow, who spent a large part of the summer learning how 
to develop and maintain the new website, then actually forming the pages and transferring the genealogy. !is took 
hours and hours of their volunteer time.

Although not apparent by looking at it, this newsletter has undergone a series of changes this fall. LeRoy Boehlke, 
for 25 years faithfully edited, processed, and mailed the Rundschreiben four times a year. One hundred issues later, 
he is hanging up his editor’s pen and retiring. What a contribution! Danke schoen, LeRoy!

Jill, who typed the Rundschreiben and kept the membership list up to date, has also moved on. !anks, Jill! 
We have a new graphic designer to lay out the newsletter, but we need someone to volunteer to edit the newsletter. 
We also need people to process and mail it after it’s printed.

Duane Bogenschneider has quietly provided hours of faithful service for our organization. He is the person who has 
answered the emails and ran the Bookstore for many years. He wrote the program for Pommerntag for years as well. 
In addition, he has made a great contribution by moving us forward in our e"orts to redesign the website and in 
putting the new Store link on the web page. Heartfelt thanks, Duane!

Unfortunately, Duane is unable to continue running the Bookstore. We desperately need someone serve in this 
capacity. For the most part, it can be run out of your home. Please consider volunteering in this way.

Help Wanted

Newsletter Editor

Store Manager

Newsletter Mailers

Germanfest Booth Shift Leaders/Coordinator

To volunteer, email 
president@pommerscher.org 

or call 414-429-0722

NEW WEBSITE: pommerscher.org
Our new website: pommerscher.org, has launched! It 
offers opportunities for members to safely do surname 
research, renew membership, donate or shop via Paypal, 
receive renewal notices, communicate with each other, 
and a host of other features. Please see instructions for 
using the web page inside this issue. 

To fully take advantage of the website’s capabilities, your 
email is needed. We will NOT share or sell it to anyone 
outside of the organization, or compromise your email 
in any way. You WILL continue to receive this newsletter 
by regular mail unless you specifically indicate you would 
prefer email. If you would be willing to receive the Rund-
schreiben by email, however, you would save the group 
postage costs and addressing time.  

Please send your email to information@pommerscher.org 
today and indicate if you want the newsletter by email!

Rich Baaken, who faithfully maintained the old website 
for years and helped transfer it to the new one.



Pomeranian Trip 2015

!e PVF trip to Pomerania from May 25 to June 5, 
2015 hosted by Intertrav was a success! Lyn, the tour 
guide the group had used for many years, had retired, 
but was persuaded to return to take the thirty travel-
ers on tour along the Baltic shore from Hamburg, 
into Stralsund, the Isle of Rügen, Stettin, and points 
in-between. !e tours of the city centers, museums, 
castles, and churches were outstanding. Mario, the bus 
driver, expertly drove in places others dared not travel 
so we could enjoy the countryside between. Many 
people were able to visit the towns of their ancestors in 
small groups.

Highlights included Magic, the city tour guide in Kolberg, o"ering a serenade with his button-box to LeRoy 
Boehlke in honor of LeRoy’s 90th birthday, a visit to the outdoor museum in Klockenhagen, and a private tour of 
the Pommersche Landesmuseum in Straslsund by Dr. Schroeder. !is museum o"ered many displays of old-time 
Pomerania. !e group was surprised to #nd Freistadt, Wisconsin on display there! !e group of Harley riders we 
met in Hof were excited to have their photo taken with folks from Milwaukee.

Danzig was a huge contrast of the old and new. !e 
beautifully restored buildings in the City Center and 
open-air market were special memories, but so was 
the “high-tech” hotel that was operated with i-Pads 
and included see-through bathrooms and required 
special lessons on how to operate the elevator. Several 
travelers slept all night with the lights on because they 
couldn’t #gure out how to turn them o"!

The Baltic Sea has claimed most of the church in Hoff.  The remaining wall is now 
a tourist site.

Even the manhole covers are 
decorative in Danzig (Gdansk).

The Pomeranian tour group gathers in Rostock for a group photo.  Lyne, the tour guide 
stoops on the left and Klaus, the city tour guide stands in the tan jacket to the right.

One of the many beautiful churches that 
line the streets in Szczecin (Stettin).

An amber display in the Marieburg Fortress in Malbork, a castle once used by the 
Teutonic Knights.

A triptych panel is displayed on the altar 
in one of the many beautiful churches we 
visited in Poland.



Pomeranian Waterways
by Dudley Blank

!e cultural theme for German Fest 2016 will be German Waterways, so this issue and the next two newsletters will 
discuss these important features of German history and culture.

Waterways have been used as a source of food and transportation 
since the beginning of civilization. Most of Europe’s major cities 
are on a navigable waterway. Pomerania is at the juncture of two 
important waterways: the Baltic Sea and the Oder River. In ad-
dition there are many islands, bays, smaller rivers and interesting 
inland lakes.

!e Baltic Sea (German Ostsee) covers about 149,000 square 
miles. Its length from eastern Denmark to southern Finland is 
a little more than a 1,000 miles and its northern gulf extends 
nearly to the Arctic Circle. Proceeding clockwise from the west, 
the countries bounding the Baltic are Denmark, Sweden, Finland, 
Russia, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, and Germany. Because 
it is nearly landlocked (and its outlet is shallow) its waters are re-
markably fresh. Its longest rivers, the Vistula and the Oder, drain 
large regions that have a large spring snowmelt. !e Baltic Sea is 
sheltered from the North Sea and is remarkable for the general 
absence of tides. !e coast of Pomerania is $at and low-lying. A 
series of long shingle bars (Nehrungen), capped by moving sand 
dunes, has been built up there, cutting o" the distinctive shallow lagoons (Ha"s) from the open sea. An example 
is the link between the islands of Usedom and Wollin which isolate Stettin Lagoon from the open sea. !e port of 
Stettin lies near the mouth of the Oder River. !e island of Rügen’s coastline includes chalk cli"s that reach a height 
of about 400 feet. East of Stettin the coast of Pomerania is generally $at and featureless, with sand dunes and spits 
bounding brackish lagoons. 

Fishing in the Baltic now is less 
important than in the past. Most 
of the catch consists of herring, 
cod, and sprats followed by 
smaller quantities of eel, salmon, 
and shell#sh. Vacationers have 
long enjoyed the pleasures of the 
Baltic coast. Its expanses of white 
sand beaches and quaint seaside 
towns have grown increasingly 
popular with tourists.

continued on the next page.



2016 Committee Chairmen
Anniversary Pins .................................................Delores Weiss ........................................ 920-386-2946
Store .....................................................................Duane Bogenschneider .......................... 920-904-1644
Culture .................................................................Irmgard Meyer ....................................... 262-673-3981
Folk Fair ...............................................................Jean and Elroy Klug ............................... 262-675-6354
Genealogy ...........................................................Linda Herrick ......................................... 262-235-2971 
German Fest Culture Display ..............................Vacant 
German Society Representative .........................Tim Schoessow ...................................... 262-242-0724 
                                                   Alternate ............LeRoy Boehlke ....................................... 262-242-0653
Librarian ...............................................................Elaine Kraft ............................................ 262-376-7641 
Offline Membership ............................................Delores Weiss ........................................ 920-386-2946
Online Membership ............................................Terry Schoessow .................................... 262-242-0724
Newsletter Editor ................................................Vacant
Sunshine Chairman .............................................Jean Kuehl ............................................. 414-354-4228
Computer Committee .........................................Linda Herrick, Terry Schoessow, Gary Preston, Richard Bakken
Program Chairmen ..............................................Terry Schoessow .................................... 262-242-0724 
                                                                              Bill Vaitl .................................................. 262-781-7155

Pomeranian Waterways continued

!e Vikings began opening the Baltic to trade in the 8th century, and since then the historic events of the region 
have been related to attempts at controlling the sea. !e Hanseatic League, also known as the Hanse, was a com-
mercial and defensive confederation of merchant guilds and their market towns were founded in 1356. !irteen 
Pomeranian towns were members: Stralsund, Greifswald, Demmin, Anklam, Stettin, Cammin, Treptow, Golnow, 
Greifenberg, Kolberg, Rügenwalde, Köslin and Stolp. !e Hanse dominated Baltic maritime trade from about 1400-
1600 and stretched from England to Russia. !e Hanseatic cities had their own legal system and furnished their own 
armies for mutual protection and aid. !e Hanse also waged a vigorous campaign against pirates. As an essential 
part of protecting their investment in the ships and their cargoes, the League trained pilots and erected lighthouses. 
Over#shing of herring, the opening up of trade to the Americas and the increase in the size of sailing ships led to the 
decline of the Hanseatic League.

!e Baltic Sea is no longer the major highway of trade that it was in the Middle Ages, when it $ourished as the main 
means of communication between the ports of the Hanseatic League. !e German Hanse merchants traded mainly 
in #sh, mainly salted herring, as well as in timber for shipbuilding, hemp for ropes, $ax for sailcloth, grain and 
amber, the latter being a semiprecious commodity. Bulk cargoes of oil and coal still come by all water routes into 
the Baltic, and many exports of minerals, timber, and wood products move in the opposite direction by sea around 
Jutland.

Verein Board of Directors for 2016
President ................ Tim Schoessow (12/2016)
Vice President ........ Dale Herrick (12/2017) 
Secretary ................ Barbara Vaitl (12/2017) 
Treasurer ................ Duane Kuehl (12/2016)
Director .................. Duane Bogenschneider  (12/2016)

Director .................. Linda Herrick (12/2017)
Director .................. Jean Klug (12/2017)



Pommerscher Verein Freistadt New Web Site
pommerscher.org

Check out the Verein’s new web pages on pommerscher.org. Many, many hours have gone into learning how to 
produce a web page and then into putting the Verein’s information on the new pages.

!e old PVF web page http://www.pommerschervereinfreistadt.org is out of date and has been replaced with our 
new web page pommerscher.org. Below is a short explanation of what the new web page contains.

Home

Member Log In

Membership List

Profile - Tabs for:

  expiration date, the amount you last paid, any donations you made, when you paid and the type of payment.

  corrections. PVF needs your current email address! Please email us your address now!

  or by email.

Current Newsletters

  line are in color, and the photos are amazing! !is might be why you would want to read the newsletter on the   
 PVF web page. Plus you save us paper and postage!

About Us

  and a map to Lindenwood.

Contact

Where is Pomerania?



Join Us!

  through the mail for memberships. PayPal payments can be made from your bank account or by credit card.

Donations

  through the mail for donations. PayPal payments can be made from your bank account or by credit card.

Store

  be made from your bank account or by credit card.

Events

  celebrates.

Pommerntag

  map to Rotary Park in Mequon.

Festivals

Surname Research - This section has three parts.

  search.

  names can contact them through PVF.

  to non-PVF members as well as PVF members. Send us corrections or additions whether you are a PVF  
  member or not.

  Generation (TNG) software so the names can be shown on the PVF web page. No login is necessary for PVF   
  members. !e database includes information on individuals, their ancestors, their descendants, their 
  relationship to others, a timeline of their lives, and GEDCOM capabilities. !is information can be printed or   
  downloaded to a computer for later use. Suggestions can be emailed to PVF with corrections or additions to be   
  made to the database.

Library / Archive

  librarian.

Past Newsletters

Links to Related Groups - Groups who use Lindenwood Community Center and its neighbors:



Unsere Bibliothek – Our Library
Pommern in Karten und Atlanten früher und heute(Pomerania in Maps and Atlases, Today and Earlier) – assembled by our Ver-
ein librarian and comprised of an article by Werner Witt that appeared in three successive issues of Pommern Magazine, 1989. Placed into a 
black ring-binder and #led with maps and atlases.

Große Missionsharfe; Geistliches Liederbuch – spiritual songbook likely meant for harp accompaniment; ninth printing 1891. “M. 
Koepsell” written on $yleaf; also see insert following hymn 109 containing three verses handwritten in German Schrift by W. Nickel, May-
ville letter-head notepaper. !e Verein has had this book for some time but had di%culty translating the title, so it has not been o%cially 
cataloged until now. W. Nickel was the choir director at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Hochheim; it is believed that this book was bought 
at the Bethesda annual rummage in Watertown and donated to our library by former Verein president Roy Gentz.

On the Banks of Cedar Creek – by David W. Schultz. Family history of the Groth brothers who settled Cedarburg. Published in 1992 
in celebration of the 150th anniversary of their emigration to the U.S. from Tribsow, Kreis Cammin, and based upon an earlier account 
published in 1942 to commemorate the 100th anniversary of Trinity Lutheran of Cedarburg (Giants of Christian Faith). Contains an in-
troduction by the author with text and photos from the 1942 publication, plus individual descendancy charts for Christian Friedrich Groth 
and his children: 1) William Ludwig, 2) Christine Suel$ow, 3) Johann Friedrich, 4) Joachim Friedrich, 5) Martin Friedrich, 6) Ferdinand 
Franz, and 7) Karl Wilhelm Gottlieb.

Please note that these Groths came from Tribsow, Kreis Cammin, not Treptow, Kr. Greifenberg, as is sometimes mistakenly reported. !is error persists through many 
related publications, for example: the booklet “Founders Park” that was compiled by students at Cedarburg High School.

Welcome New Members
Delphine Howard - Milwaukee

Rose and Ernest Boggs - Milwaukee
Tom and Mary Kressin - Kenosha
Susan Wemmert - Bailey’s Harbor

Tentative Winter Open 
Library Sessions
Sundays from 2-4 p.m. on January 17, 
February 21, and March 20. Weather 
is always a factor. Advance registration is 
de#nitely required. Phone 262-376-7641 
or email erkraft376@att.net at least three 
days in advance.

Frauengruppe Sessions  
!ursdays from 11a.m. to 2 p.m. on January 7, February 11, 
and March 10. Help is always needed in the Verein library to keep 
up with the #ling and record-keeping. Bring a bag lunch. Dessert 
is provided. Let our librarian know if you might be available. See 
contact information above.


