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COMING EVENTS MARCH 2016

Friday, April 15, 2016, 5:30 Freistadt Heritage Foundation Fundraiser

All local members are encouraged to attend this fundraiser event at Circle B in Cedarburg, W1 (and bring their
friends). Please see more information elsewhere in this newsletter.

Sunday, May 1, 2016, 12:30 p.m. 38th Anniversary Dinner

Please join us for a delicious dinner and fellowship with fellow club members at Iron Ridge Inn, Iron Ridge,
Wisconsin. See more information inside.

Friday, May 13, 2016, 7:00 p.m. The Archaeology of Southeast Wisconsin

Many believe Wisconsin was first settled approximately 10,000 years ago and has been continuously occupied ever

since. Southeastern Wisconsin is home to archaeological sites with evidence of prehistoric hunters, mound builders,
and the historic fur trade era. Sarah Smith, an anthropologist and archaeologist, will present a program on some of
the most well-known sites in the region and bring examples of several artifacts from a variety of cultural periods.

Friday, June 10, 2016, 7:00 p.m. Our Annual “Show and Tell” Night

Remember kindergarten or first grade? Remember when you so proudly carried a treasure to school to share it with
the class? Or when you stood up and told a family story that should have been left at home, and the teacher tried to
make you stop? Here’s your chance to relive those moments. Bring an older family treasure or family story to share.
Or, if you have an object and you are unsure of what it is, bring that. Maybe someone in the group does know.

Sunday, June 26, 2016, Noon - 6:00 p.m. Pommerntag
41st Annual Celebration at Rotary Park, 4100 W Highland Rd, Mequon, W1 53097. See more information inside.
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President’s Message

Greetings! Hope you are staying warm and dry this winter. Our organization has had its ups and downs since the last
newsletter. First, the highlights: our new website is sharing information with the world. We have had numerous contacts

in multiple states, of course, but have also heard from a doctoral candidate in Brazil who is researching a Pomeranian village,
and from Australia as well.

Thank you to a variety of people who stepped forward and contributed articles this quarter to make this newsletter possible.
If you are interested in writing something in the future, please send your idea to information@pommerscher.org.

On the other hand, I wish to offer support and prayers to Duane and Jean Kuehl as they deal with various health issues.
The Kuehls are longtime, very active members of the group. Duane has been Treasurer for years and Jean has been Sunshine
Chairperson as well. Now they could use Sunshine themselves! Their address can be found in the membership list of the
website. We look forward to their return soon. In the meantime, a big thank you to Bill Vaitl who stepped forward to be
Interim Treasurer and has spent hours working with related details.

Although there may be snow or mud on the ground where you live right now, spring is coming! Mark your calendars for the
fundraiser for the Lindenwood Community Center, our home base, on Friday, April 15, in Cedarburg. Also plan on attending
the 41st annual Pommerntag on Sunday, June 26 at Rotary Park in Mequon. Look for details elsewhere in this newsletter.

Lindenwood Community

Pommerntag Center Fundraiser

You are invited to a full evening’s entertain-
ment at the annual fundraiser for the Freistadt
Heritage Foundation: Lindenwood Community
Center, which is Friday, April 15, at Circle B
Recreation Hall at 6261 Highway 60 in
Cedarburg,.

41st Annual Celebration
of all things Pomeranian

Rotary Park
4100 W. Highland Rd
Mequon, WI 53097
Sunday, June 26, 2016
Noon - 5:30 p.m.

This is the event that provides heat, light, and
maintenance for the PVF’s meeting hall. For
$16.00 for adults and $7.00 for children 4-12,
. guests will receive a beef tips and ham dinner,
e 1 Elmer and Irmgard Meyer including mashed potatoes and gravy, vegeta-
Free Ad mission: bles, lettuce salad, and fruit salad. After dinner,
entertainment is provided by all the groups that
use Lindenwood: the Alte Kameraden Band,

e German Food

¢ Alte Kameraden Band Pommersche Tanzdeel Freistadt, and Linden-
e Pommersche Tanzdeel wood 4-H Club. The evening includes a Silent
Dancers Auction and Raffle as well. Doors open at 5:30;

. dinner from 6:00 — 7:00; entertainment from
* Genealogical Research 6:30 — 9:30.

e Cultural Displays

The Pommerscher Verein provides desserts for
this event. If you do attend, please bring a pan
=5 of bars, torte, or cake. Help is always needed at
The Lutten entertain at a past Pommerntag e Indoor restrooms the dessert serving table as well.

* Free parking

e Handicapped accessible

Advance reservations are required. Please call
262-292-8200 to reserve your spot, or e-mail
Like us on Facebook: Pommerntag taschoesow@aol.com, or private message on

Facebook: Freistadt Heritage Foundation.




Bogenschneider Family
History Now Available

Duane Bogenschneider, a member of Pommerscher
Verein Freistadt, has compiled and written a family
history of the Bogenschneider family. He has very
generously gifted copies of his book to PVF for the
Verein to sell. Go to http://www.pommerscher.org/
store to purchase a copy of this book.

Below is a description:

Bogenschneider, Duane Raymond. 7he
Bogenschneider Family History and Genealogy. Vol. I:
The Descendants of Gottfried David Benjamin
Bogenschneider. Mequon, W1: Bogenschneider
Publications, 2015. xxxviii, 456 pages; name index

and photos. ISBN: 978-0-9903647-1-9.

Volume I of The Bogenschneider Family History and
Genealogy covers the life of Gottfried David Benjamin
Bogenschneider and the lives of nearly 2000 of his
descendants both in Germany and in the United
States. Born in 1724, Gottfried David Benjamin
Bogenschneider served as a teacher and church sexton
in Krackow, Randow, Pomerania, Prussia until his

death in 1797.

Descendants of Gottfried that emigrated to the
United States include:

1. August Wilhelm Bogenschneider (1837-1919),
who settled in Dodge County, Wisconsin;

2. Carl Friedrich Bogenschneider (1859-1925),
who settled in Jefferson County, Wisconsin;

3. Franz Friedrich Wilhelm Bogenschneider (1866-
1942), who settled in Jefferson County, Wisconsin;
4. William Paul Bogenschneider (1856-1914), who
settled in New York City.

In addition to providing a genealogy of the family,
the work provides information on the historical
situation and environment of the early ancestors and
their families, as well as background on the family
name.

Thank you, Duane, for your generosity to the Verein!
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New Pomeranian
Genealogy Pages Added
to PVF Web Site

If you have checked out the
PVF web site (pommerscher.
org) lately, you probably
noticed the new information
titled “Pomeranian Genealogy”
that has been added. There are
35 pages under this heading
that contain a huge wealth of
information about Pomerania.
These pages were originally
written, compiled and maintained by Duane
Bogenschneider, a PVF member. The Pommerscher
Verein Freistadt thanks him for the gift of this great
information which is a welcome addition to our web
site. We know that Duane spent many, many hours
compiling this information for Pomeranian
genealogists and historians, and we are happy to
share it with others.

Each page contains a great deal of information which
could include a description and explanation of the
topic, as well as a listing of bibliographic sources

such as books and articles, and web pages which
contain even more information. Of course, since we
are discussing Pomerania, you should expect that
some publications and web pages will be written in
German. Use an online translator to get a general idea
of what the German page says.

Be sure to check out the link “Customs and Recipes”
for explanations of Pomeranian celebrations and great
recipes used at these events. The information for this
page originally came from Edna Cherney who was
instrumental in the original PVF web site and
surname database. We are grateful to her family for
allowing us to use information from her web site. The
link to “German Words” also includes the work of
Edna. This page includes Diseases, Occupations and
Military Terms in German which were often used in
Pomerania and gives an English translation of the
German.

Keep watching the PVF web page as new information
continues to be added.



Pomeranian Waterways
by Dudley Blank

The cultural theme for German Fest 2016 will be German Waterways,
so in this issue and the next newsletter is a continuation of the
discussion of these important features of German history and culture.

Waterways have been used as a source of food and transportation since
the beginning of civilization. Most of Europe’s major cities are on a
navigable waterway. Pomerania is at the juncture of two important
waterways: the Baltic Sea and the Oder River. In addition there are many
islands, bays, smaller rivers and interesting inland lakes.

The Oder River rises in the Czech Republic and flows, generally north- and northwest-ward, through western
Poland, later forming 116 miles of the border between Poland and Germany, part of the Oder-Neisse line. The river
ultimately flows into the Stettin Lagoon north of Stettin and
then into three branches that empty into the Gulf of Pomerania
of the Baltic Sea. Prior to 1945 it connected the German/Prus-
sian provinces of Silesia, Brandenburg and Pomerania to the sea.

The Oder is 531 miles long. Canals connect it to the Havel,
Spree and Vistula. The largest city on the Oder River is Breslau.
The Oder is navigable over a large part of its total length, as far
upstream as the town of Kozle, where the river connects to the
Gliwicki Canal. The upstream part of the river is canalized and
permits larger barges to navigate between the industrial sites Alock on the Oder-Spree Canal in Wernsdorf

around the Breslau area. Further downstream the river is free
flowing, passing the towns of Eisenhiittenstadt (where the
Oder-Spree Canal connects the river to the Spree in Berlin) a
nd Frankfurt upon Oder. Downstream of Frankfurt the Warta
River forms a navigable connection with Posen and Bromberg
for smaller vessels. At Hohensaaten the Oder-Havel Canal
connects with the Berlin waterways again. Near its mouth the
Oder reaches the city of Stettin, a major maritime port. The
river finally reaches the Baltic Sea through the Stettin Lagoon
and the river’s mouth at Swinemiinde. Oder-Havel Canal near Eberswalde

'The river was known to the Romans as the Viadrus (or Viadua in Classical Latin), as it was a branch of the Amber
Road from the Baltic Sea to the Roman Empire. The Oder was an important trade route, and towns in Germania
were documented along with many tribes living between the rivers Albis (Elbe), Oder and Vistula.

In the 13th century, the first levies were built to protect agricultural lands. The Finow Canal, built for the first time
in 1605, connects Oder and Havel. After completion of the more straight Oder-Havel Canal in 1914, its economic
relevance decreased.

The river was improved under Frederick the Great, who recommended the diversion of the river into a new and
straight channel in the swampy tract of land known as Oderbruch near Kiistrin. The work was carried out in the
years 1746-53. The Oder is now connected to Berlin and the rest of Germany with a series of modern canals.
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A Short Visit to Pomerania’s
Little Paris and Its Lucky Bear

by Lyne Ranalter

Slupsk was first added to the Pomeranian Heritage Tour
program in 2009 at the request of one of the group
members whose granny had lived there. Of course in
that period in history it was known by the German
name of Stolp.

Tourists don’t usually visit Slupsk, in fact no one goes to
Slupsk unless they have to or maybe if their granny lives
there. Tourists tend to avoid places whose names they
can't pronounce and particularly if the place in question
has no famous or pretty sights or famous sons or daugh-
ters that walked the old cobble streets in bygone days.
No Mozart, Beethoven or Goethe ever slept here. How-
ever, because of the granny, it was part of our itinerary,
and as tour guide I should make our visit as interesting
as possible for the other thirty members of the group
whose grannies hadn’t lived there.

In spite of its rather humdrum twenty-first century
appearance, Slupsk has had a glorious past. For almost
two hundred years it was the residence of Pomeranian
dukes, and it is in this town, in the former Dominican
monastery church, that the tomb of Anna of Croy is
to be found. Due to its position on the trade route,
between Stettin and Danzig, it prospered over the
centuries.

In 1887 someone shoveling peat in the peat bogs close
to town found the amber figurine of a bear. Experts
believed it to be an amulet, which hunters often carried
to bring luck, and it was estimated to be up to 3000
years old. The citizens of Stolp loved this little lucky
bear charm, and maybe it was just coincidence, but the
town’s luck seemed to increase with the arrival of this
new resident. A new brewery was opened which would
certainly have made at least a few people very happy.
Many impressive buildings were erected at this time.

Stolp flourished and prospered and became known as
the “Little Paris of the North”.

Unfortunately experts decided that the precious amber
bear should be on display in the State Museum, and it

was removed to the State capital, Stettin. The inhabit-

Pommerscher Verein Freistadt Rundschreiben ¢ March 2016

ants of Stolp were very unhappy without their lucky
bear and had a copy made, but the wheel of fortune was
already turning and hard times were on the horizon. In
1945 Stolp’s little bear and also the original in Stettin
both mysteriously disappeared, as did so many other
precious objects during the war. When the Red Army
arrived they burned “Little Paris” down to the ground.

Just over 20 years ago, the two lucky bears, both the
original and the copy, turned up in the museum of
Stralsund. In 1946 all German civilians in eastern
Pomerania that had survived the war were driven out,

as this was now Polish territory. Stolp is now inhabited
by Poles whose parents had been expelled from their
homeland in eastern Poland when this was claimed

by Russia. After covering an unbelievable journey of
hundreds of miles they arrived with little more than the
clothes they were wearing. (How history repeats itself
even as | write these lines!) They were relocated to a
town in ashes and ruins. They built a new town, and it
received its Polish name Slupsk. The new residents heard
about the amber bear and its reputation of bringing luck
and happiness to the town, and they decided that each
year a new amber bear should be made to be auctioned
to support local charities, ensuring that there should
always be a lucky bear in Slupsk to spread its charm.

A copy of the little bear is to be found in a glass case
in the town hall. I noticed that it does in fact possess

a magical craft as the faces of all the members of my
Pomeranian group broke out into smiles as they saw it,
even though their grannies were not from here!

Note: Slupsk is pronounced “Swhupsk”. Anna of Croy
is a familiar name to Newsletter readers because it is
connected with “The Croy Tapestry”.

About the author: Lyne Ranalter, born in England and
now a resident of Austria, has been a tour guide for the
Pommerscher Verein Freistadt tour to Pomerania for about
10 years. Although officially retired, she was persuaded to
lead the tour in spring 2015 to share her wealth of knowledge
about Germany and Pomerania and her fun personality with
the group.



Pomerania - Atlantic Bridge to Germany
by Linda M. Herrick and Wendy K. Uncapher
Book Review by Dorothy Boxhorn

From the title page: “The Atlantic Bridge to Germany
series was created by Charles M. Hall. Since his
retirement, all rights to the series have been exclusively
granted to Origins to publish and keep the series alive.
We felt the concept of the books was worthwhile since
they fill a need for German genealogy researchers. We
thank Charles Hall, and his various assistants through
the years, for creating this valuable tool for genealogists.”

This book, Pomerania - Atlantic Bridge to Germany, is
my favorite go to book when researching my many very
small villages in Pomerania. This is the only book I have
found that gives information and location for the very
small (less than 200 population) villages I am research-
ing. It has 238 pages and 92 maps.

The first twenty pages of the book deal with the
evolution of Pomerania starting in 1000 A.D. Various
chapters deal with Military, Language, Rural Lifestyles,
Church, Government Districts and how change made
Pommerania what it was. The repeated redistricting of
Pomerania was explained and documented in a reader-
friendly format. This early part of the book set the
ground work for a better appreciation of the Pomeranian
maps (92) and place names (117 pages) that finish out
the rest of the book.

The maps used are from the topographic map series
Karte des Deutschen Reiches 1877 - 1919, published by
Konigreich Preuflen Landesaufnahme. The original maps

are at a scale of 1:100,000. The maps in this book have
been reduced to 90% of the original. The maps have
good detail and even the smallest village names are easy
to read with a magnifying glass.

Every place name entry in this book was looked up in
Meyers Orts- und Verkehrs- Lexikon des Deutschen
Reichs, pub. 1912. This book includes the German and
Polish (if it could be found) place names, the Kreis name
and the map page and coordinates for the place name.
The last columns contain code letters and years for the
church and civil records information that is available
using Family Search. Not all place names have entries in
all of these columns.

Many research tips were offered for sites to use and other
approaches to assist the reader in their research.

The one flaw I found in the copy of the book I have was
the spine of the paperback book did not hold up to my
constant use - pages started coming loose. I went to my
local copy center and had the spine removed and
replaced with a spiral binding for $5.00.

This book, along with many other wonderful books
dealing with genealogy and Pomerania, is available from
the Pommerscher Verein Freistadt bookstore for $25.00
plus $6.00 shipping and handling. (PVF members
receive discounts on this site.) The website is
http://pommerscher.org/store.

Submit Your Names to Surname Research

The “Surname Research” feature of the
web page at pommerscher.org is a list
of names that is generated by people
searching for their family trees. If you
are 2 PVF member, you can add your
family name(s) anonymously. Non-
members will be able to view these
surnames and contact the submitter, but
they will not be able to add names to
the web page. People searching online
can find your names and contact you

through this website if they wish. If they
do, you will receive an email from them
with this website’s address, asking if you
wish to correspond with them directly.

You have the option to respond directly.

To view details about a surname on this
page, click on the “eye” icon on the left.
To e-mail the person who submitted the
surname, click on the “envelope” with
the question mark in it.
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To submit names to this site, you
need to have submitted your email
address to PVF so that people can
email you. There are four names
entered in the Surname Research
page that are not connected to a
submitter’s email and no one can
contact that submitter! If you have
previously entered your surnames, check
to see if they are connected to an email
“envelope”.



Passing Through Freistadt

by Carolynn Tews Mawbhinney

Imagine strangers passing west through Freistadt. The
first sign they see reads “Freistadt Est. 1839”. Without
some German heritage the name “Freistadt” would
probably leave them baffled as to its pronunciation.
The word “established”, while it holds wagonloads of
history, cannot tell them of the hardships that went
into that single word. The year “1839” can certainly
speak for itself, but by the time these strangers reach
Wasaukee Road, the westernmost border of Freistadt,
they may be struggling to recall the actual year they had
seen on that sign.

If the strangers came from the south they might just
decide to “have a look” at the Trinity Lutheran Church
and cemeteries. The historical marker will tell them that
the church is the oldest Lutheran church in Wisconsin
and they can see that this beautiful present day church
was built in 1884. But once again they cannot possibly
absorb the enormous amount of history that
encompasses them, by just passing through.

If signs and historical markers were the only window
strangers were allowed to look through, Freistadt’s
history might exist only in books and photographs.
But instead, thanks to the residents and ancestors of
Freistadt, this remarkable history is kept alive, and we
have the opportunity to learn and share this legacy

through a historical site and active businesses.

It is impossible to comprehend the fears our ancestors
must have felt leaving their homeland to come to
America. Not only did they leave their homes and farms,
but, in most cases, they left older family members and
friends who could not make the journey across the
ocean, knowing they would never see them again.

In 1839 they came on sailing ships and, even if the ship
safely made it across the ocean, they may have died of
illness before they reached America.

Our ancestors had to pack for an entire lifetime plus
food for the journey. In this day and age it is quite a
daunting task to pack for a week’s vacation, and we
can buy food and just about anything we might have
forgotten to pack when we get there.

Can you even imagine what you would pack, had you
come to America in 1839?

*Editor’s note: The Hamlet of Freistadt, now part of
west-central Mequon, Wisconsin, was originally settled
mostly by Lutheran Pomeranians who fled Prussia
because the king would not allow them to worship the
way they believed.

38th ANNWVErsary DUNNEr sunday, may 1, 2016

Our annual anniversary dinner will
be held at the popular Iron Ridge
Inn located in Iron Ridge,
Wisconsin. The bar will be open

for socializing and drink purchases
before the dinner, which will be
served at 12:30 p.m. A full family
style buffet meal, including salad and
dessert, will be served for your
dining pleasure. After dinner we
will enjoy listening to some musical
entertainment. Certificates and pins
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will be awarded respectively to 10
and 25-year members who attend.

The cost is $18.00 per person for
individual or family Verein mem-
bers, $19.00 for guests or associate
members and $10.00 for children.
Reservations are needed by April
27th. Send your reservation and
check to Bill and Barb Vaitl, 4180
Cherokee Drive, Brookfield, W1
53045. For information call them

at 262/781-7155 or e-mail at
wvaitl@wi.rr.com. Make checks
payable to Pommerscher Verein
Freistadt.

Directions to Iron Ridge: If you are
traveling Highway 60, go north on
Highway 67 until you see the sign
for Iron Ridge; if you are traveling
Highway 33, go south on Highway
67 to Iron Ridge. The Iron Ridge
Inn is on Main Street. Hope to see
you there!
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Unsere Bibliothek - Our Library

Recent Acquisitions

The Bogenschneider History and Genealogy: Volume |
(The Descendants of Gottfried David Benjamin Bogenschneider from Kr. Randow, Pomerania) by Duane
Bogenschneider. Descendency charts by generation; some black and white photos. ISBN 978-0-9903647-1-9;

c. 2015. Donated by the author November 2015.

DVD - Trinity Old Lutheran Church of Buffalo, NY.

A set of four disks with images of records from approximately 1851-1876 (Pastor Grabau), covering baptisms,
marriages, deaths, confirmations, membership records, plus a pastoral journal (1855-62 and 1870-86). Funeral
entries, written in German, often contain much biographical information. Purchased from the ELCA archive in

Chicago, IL.

Tentative Open Library Session

This quarter, an Open Library Session is tentatively planned
for Sunday, May 22, from 2-4 p.m. Because of the Heritage
Fundraiser and the Verein Anniversary Dinner, there usually
is no open library scheduled for April.

In June, the Verein library will be open on the days
bracketing Pommerntag (Friday, June 24 and Monday,

June 27) beginning about 10:30 a.m. Advance registration
is required. Contact our librarian by email at erkaft376@att.
net; or call 262-376-7641.

Frauengruppe Sessions

Library helpers gather on Thursday before the
monthly Verein meetings, except when the
month starts on a Friday. Upcoming dates
for assisting with library duties will be on
the following Thursdays from 11:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m: April 14, May 12, and June 9.
Dedicated work of a faithful few keep our library humming.

(

Welcome
New Members

Eileen Johnson - Parkersburg, IA
Peter Lipinsky - Edmonton, Alberta, Canada
Becky Post - La Crosse, WI
Max Schmiege - Menomonee Falls, W1
Marilyn Greene - Lilburn, GA
Judy Hawley - McGregor, MN
Judith Schimpf - Freeport, IL
Donald Hilgendorf - Case Grande, AZ
Jean Truesdale - Fort Myers, FL
Anita Streich - Fox Lake, WI
Joseph Crueger - Plover, WI
Jeremy Kaus - Crivitz, WI
Arlene Dyrvik - New Canaan, CT
Cynthia Slaydon - Pitkin, LA

WE NEED YOUR EMAIL... For our membership list. Please make sure we have your email address so we
can get in touch with you. Also, let us know if you wish to receive your quarterly newsletter by email instead
of US Mail. Email: information@pommerscher.org to receive your copy via email and to submit your address for

our records.
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