
DECEMBER 2016

MEETING NOTES

Unless otherwise indicated, all meetings start 
at 7:00 pm at the Lindenwood School, 
12351 N. Granville Road 111W, 
Mequon, WI 53097. 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Non-Voting Associate/Organization ... $12.00

Voting Individual ................................. $15.00

Voting Family ....................................... $20.00

POMMERSCHER
VEREIN FREISTADT

Post Office Box 204
Germantown, WI 53022

Friday, January 13, 2017, 7:00 p.m.                                                 The Making of Milwaukee DVD _________________________________________________________________________________________  
It’s been several years since we’ve enjoyed episodes from this excellent series by John Gurda. On this January night, 
we will learn about Milwaukee in the mid-1900s.

Friday, February 10, 2017, 7:00 p.m.                                                         The Life of Martin Luther _________________________________________________________________________________________  
As the Protestant world prepares to celebrate the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation, on this night we will 
“meet” Martin Luther himself. With the assistance of Historian David Wiedenkeller, come and listen as he tells 
about Luther’s life from Catholic friar to the father of the Lutheran Church. Learn how he questioned the role of 
the church and the purpose of God in the lives of Christians. He will discuss the works of his life that contributed 
to the separation of Protestants and Catholics and his work in translating of the Holy Bible. Experience the life of 
this fascinating man and see why his contributions are still remembered today! 

Friday, March 10, 2017, 7:00 p.m.                                                                        A Visit to Holy Hill _________________________________________________________________________________________
Holy Hill National Shrine of Mary, Help of Christians is a Roman Catholic basilica and one of the best-known 
landmarks in Southeast Wisconsin. Usually shortened to simply “Holy Hill,” this church sits on a kame near 
Hartford and is visible for miles around. Cornel Rosario, a professional photographer, will share its history and 
events, beginning with 1842, through words and photos. 

Friday, April 21, 2017                                       Freistadt Heritage Foundation Fundraiser _________________________________________________________________________________________
Save the date! This annual event, held at the Circle B Recreation Center in Cedarburg, supports the Lindenwood 
Community Center, home of the Pommerscher Verein. Dinner, music, and silent auction details will be in next 
newsletter.

Friday, May 26 – Wednesday June 7, 2017                                          Tour of Pomerania _________________________________________________________________________________________
You can join this 12-day tour to Germany and Poland! Reservations are going on now. Here is your chance to 
visit Rostock and Danzig and points in-between, wade in the Baltic Sea, and explore a castle. This trip includes an 
opportunity for side trips to visit your ancestors’ village. For further details, download a brochure from the PVF 
website, email information@pommerscher.org, call 262-242-0724, or visit KM Tours in Hartford. You can reserve 
a spot at KM Tours or through Intertrav. 

COMING EVENTS

Email: information@pommerscher.org                                                                              www.pommerscher.org



President’s Message

Happy Holidays! I wish you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Thank you to everyone who volunteered 
for our organization in any way this year.

As we head into the holiday season, I am thinking beyond the winter snow and ice to Pommerntag next June. Our 
group needs your help. If you attended or heard about the weather during Pommerntag last year, you know that it 
was VERY hot and humid. Unfortunately, that affected our attendance, and with it, food and drink sales. That left 
the group with costs about $1000 over budget. Because we do not charge admission, food and drink are the only 
direct way we have of paying for the festival. 

The other way we pay for the tents, music, and dancers is through donations from the Friends of Pommerntag. So 
many of you have been very generous in the past. This year, when you renew your membership, I’m asking everyone 
to consider a special donation to bring the balance sheet into the black again. You may donate (and renew) securely 
on our website, pommerscher.org, or add it to your check when you send in your renewal form. Because we are a 
501(3)(c), your donation is tax deductible. Danke Schoen! 

Tim Schoessow
President

HOW TO SHOVEL MANURE
And Other Life Lessons 
for the Country Woman
Book Review by Dorothy Boxhorn

First Published in 2007 by Voyager Press, an imprint of 
MBI Publishing Company, 400 First Avenue 
North, Suite 300, Minneapolis, MN 55401 USA

Reprinted Material from The Ranch Woman’s Manual

Hardbound book with 224 pages, 21 drawings, 
41 poems of various lengths and a few country 
recipes.

Every person interested in genealogy and family 
history should share his or her personal history as 
well as the history of older generations. I grew up 
on a farm in Central Wisconsin in the 50s and 60s. 
This book brings back memories of those days. 
Gwen’s vivid sense of humor and detail will bring 
back memories for you if you also grew up on a 
farm or ranch. Or, if you would like to know about 

life for a woman on a farm or ranch, this would be 
a great read.

My inscription for my children and grandchildren is 
“I have done or helped with all of these adventures 
in my life on the farm except for two. We did not 
brand animals and I never fixed Rocky Mountain 
Oysters.” 

Welcome New Members

Wendy Allis - Somerville, MA
Arthur Bugenhagen - Brookfield, WI

Fay Ehlert - Milwaukee, WI
David Gausche - Racine, WI
Nancy Hintz - Grafton, WI

Bill Koepsell - Apple Valley, MN
Gretchen Mauritz - Menomonee Falls, WI

Joanne Seeger - Elm Grove, WI



MEMBERSHIP TIME!
As we near the end of the year, we sincerely thank you 
for your membership and remind you that membership 
goes from January 1 to December 31. You can enter a contest 
to win a free membership by answering the questions in the contest below. If you don’t win, you may 
renew securely online on our website, pommerscher.org, using PayPal or a credit card, or send in a 
check. If you think you already paid for several years ahead, or you forgot what membership category 
you prefer, you can check your status on the website as well.  That is also the place to change your 
address or phone number or add a “snowbird” address.  

If you have an email, please add it to your renewal form, so we are able to communicate more easily. 
Everyone with a listed e-mail receives the Rundschreiben electronically, even if you also receive it via 
U.S. mail. If you wish to ONLY receive it by email in the future (and you haven’t already notified us), 
please indicate that on your renewal form, or email information@pommerscher.org. Members who 
choose to only receive the electronic version save our group printing and mailing costs. Thanks!

Contest!
You have a chance to win FREE membership to PVF for a year!  To enter, explore pommerscher.org, our 
PVF website. Find the answers to the questions below by browsing in the PVF web site. E-mail the answers 
before January 1, 2017 to information@pommerscher.org by typing the question number followed by the answer. 
On New Year’s Day, all people with entries that have all 11 answers correct will be put in for a drawing. The winner 
will have membership dues paid for 2017.  The winner will be contacted by e-mail and their name will be posted 
on our website. 

1. What is the oldest Rundschreiben 
(newsletter) posted on the 

 website?

2. The Pommerscher Verein Freistadt 
published a cookbook that is sold 
in the Store. What is its name?

3. When is Freistadt Heritage Foun-
dation Fundraiser, the group that 
runs our community center, in 
2017?

4. How many maps are shown when 
you click on “Where is 

 Pomerania?”

5. Name any current director 
 (non-officer) of the group.

6. What is the three-letter name of 
the software that hosts the PVF 
Pedigree Database. (Hint: look 
under Surnames)

7. Give the name of the park and 
 address where Pommerntag is 

held.

8. Members are able to post the 
surnames they are researching on 
the website. Name the first one 
currently listed.

9. There are multiple “Links to 
Related Groups” listed. Give the 
exact listing for any of them.

10. When you click on “Pomeranian 
Genealogy,” thirty-five more links 
to pages open. One of them is 
“Civil Records.” When did civil 
records start being collected in 
Pomerania?

11. There are many ways that mem-
bers can contribute to our group. 
Some of them are listed on the 
“Donations” page. Give the exact 
wording of any ONE of the 

 suggestions.



The state railroad of Prussia was commonly and incor-
rectly referred to as the KPEV (Koeniglich Preussische 
Eisenbahn Verwaltung). This can be translated as the 
Royal Prussian Railway Administration. The KPEV 
was the administrative organization that oversaw the 
Preußische Staatseisenbahn (Prussian state railways).

The kings and princes of the thirty odd German states 
had differing attitudes toward the railway. Some left the 
initiative to private operators while others attempted 
to establish a state-owned railway. Prussia, on the other 
hand, initially encouraged private railways, but later took 

several railway companies into state ownership that had 
run into financial difficulties.

The 1840s saw a rapid growth and railways sprouted 
from Berlin in all directions. In September 1841, the 
Berlin-Anhalt Railway Company began working the 
route from the Anhalter Bahnhof in Berlin to Köthen 
(Anhalt), where the line met the Berlin-Potsdam-Mag-
deburg Railway. As a result, Köthen became the first 
railway hub in Germany. The Berlin-Frankfurt Railway 
opened on 31 October 1842 from Berlin’s Silesian sta-
tion to Frankfurt (Oder). The line to Stettin was started 

Railways of Pomerania
Second installment of an article written by Dudley Blank. 

The first installment was published in the September 2016 edition of the Rundschreiben.

In Germany they divide their railway history into eras.

ERA I Provincial Railways 1835 to 1920 (The Länderbahn era)

Era I a. 1835 – 1874   The development of railways in the individual German States

1835 Opening of Germany’s first railroad, the Ludwigsbahn, from Nürnberg to Fürth.
1836 First German railway freight. 2 barrels of beer.
1838 Prussian law gave a 30 year concession to railway builders.
 Bavaria & Saxony offered funding assistance to Private enterprise.
 Württemberg & Baden each made railways State enterprises.
1838 First railroad in Prussia - Berlin to Potsdam.
 The trains were built in Philadelphia.
1842 Berlin Stettiner Bahnhof and Berlin Ringbahn.
1842 Construction began on Stettiner Bahn from Berlin to Stettin.
1846 Stettiner Bahn extended to Stargard.
1848 Revolution in the German States and much of Europe.
1848 “Nord Deutsche Verband”- Agreement on freight car returns.
1848 Opening of the private Stargard-Posener Eisenbahn.
1850 Prussian Postal Union for all states except the separate but co-operative southern Bavarian/
 Württemberg (+Baden) Postal service.
1851 First steel tires by Krupp. (By 1870, most locos fitted.)
1851 Vulcan Werke Stettin founded (locomotive manufacturer).
1851 Stettiner Posener Bahn connected to the Prussian Eastern Railway. 
 All cities in Eastern Prussia were now directly connected to Stettin.
1870 Franco-Prussian war reparations stimulated railway growth.
1871 Standardized signaling agreement, except for Bavaria.
1871 Formation of the German Empire under Prussian leadership. 



in 1842 and was completed the following year. On 1 
September 1846, the last section of the Lower Silesian-
Märkisch Railway was opened, linking the two great 
Prussian cities of Berlin and Breslau. In December of 
1846 the Berlin-Hamburg Railway went into service: a 
286 km long diagonal connection between the two larg-
est cities of what was to become the German Empire. By 
the year 1845, there were more than 2,000 km of railway 
line in Germany; ten years later that number was above 
8,000. By now most German states had state-owned 
railway companies but there were several large private 
companies as well.

The Stettiner Bahn is typical of railways built in the 
private railway era. The Berlin-Stettin Railway Company 
(German: Berlin-Stettiner Eisenbahn-Gesellschaft, BStE) 
was founded in Berlin in March 1836 by a number of 
businessmen with the aim of building a railway from 
Berlin to Stettin. It was hoped that 39,000 people and 
20,000 tons of freight would be transported annually 
and that with an estimated construction cost of 2.5 
million thalers this would provide a return of just over 
five percent. On 10 July 1836, an interim license was 
granted for the railway.

The final cost was 2.724 million thalers. The small 
increase was largely due to upgraded standards and the 
placement of the Stettin station next to the Oder in 
the middle of the business district. During the acquisi-
tion of land, provision was made for future doubling 
of the track and roadbed and the larger structures such 

as bridges that would be needed. Since it had only sold 
shares worth 1.037 million thalers, it was taken over by 
the Pomeranian provincial parliament, which guaranteed 
a return for six years, and the sum of 500,000 thalers 
was invested by the citizens of Stettin and neighboring 
landowners. At a general meeting of the company on 26 
May 1842, it was decided to continue the line to Star-
gard in Pomerania.

On 1 August 1842 the Berlin–Eberswalde section was 
opened and it was extended to Angermünde on 15 
November 1842. The entire 135 km long Berlin–Stettin 
line was officially opened on 15 August 1843. The first 
timetable provided for two pairs of passenger trains per 
day, taking four hours and 20 to 30 minutes, and one 
pair of cargo trains taking five hours and 21 minutes (in 
the Berlin-Stettin direction) and 45 minutes in the other 
direction.

On 1 May 1846 the line was extended by the open-
ing of the Stettin–Stargard section. The Berlin station 
in Stettin was transformed into a through station. The 
Stettin–Stargard line was extended to Bromberg in Posen 
Province in 1848. On 1 February 1880 the BStE was 
nationalized and became part of Prussian state railways.

In Berlin each new railway had its own station. Pas-
sengers changing trains had to do so by coach or on 
foot until 1851, when the Berlin Link Railway entered 
service. Through freight service could now be offered. In 
this same year the Stettiner Posener Bahn connected to 
the Prussian Eastern Railway at Bromberg. All cities in 
Eastern Prussia were now directly connected to Stettin 
and Berlin.

The Frankfurt National Assembly (1848-9) considered 
nationalizing the railways and placing them under the 
envisioned imperial government to strengthen the pro-
posed empire. But this came to naught when the king of 
Prussian refused the imperial title and the revolution was 
put down by the nobility. Many of the liberal revolution-
aries fled to Wisconsin after the failed revolution. They 
proudly referred to themselves as 48ers and made a great 
contribution to their new home which achieved state-
hood in that same year.

Article to be continued in future newsletter.

Photo by John Oxlade, Salfords, Surrey, United Kingdom



Nightingales, Cuckoos, and Red Bricks
by Lyne Ranalter

Pomerania is 
beautiful. White 
cliffs, miles and 
miles of golden 
beaches, quaint 
villages with 
storks’ nests, 
interesting old 
castles and 
splendid palaces 
are just a few 
features which 
make Pomerania 
one of the love-
liest regions of 
Europe. Pomer-
ania is at its 
very best in the 
month of May 
when the colors 

of spring are absolutely spectacular. Field upon field of 
primrose colored rapeseed, the fresh green leaves on the 
trees that line the country lanes, their branches reaching 
out above the road forming long scenic tunnels. 

This is the time of year when you may hear the call of 
the cuckoo. Yes, here in Europe the feathered variety 
really does exist and it was the musical mating call of this 
bird, which inspired clockmakers of the Black Forest to 
produce those cuckoo clocks. The nightingales warble 
tirelessly from dusk till dawn (or maybe they sing in 
shifts) robbing many a poor soul of a good night’s sleep, 
should their window be too near the little Romeo’s tree. 
Amidst all this scenery and serenading are last, but cer-
tainly not least, the numerous beautiful towns.

Throughout Pomerania one finds lovely old towns. 
Pomerania’s Golden Age was the period from the 13th 
to the 15th centuries when the trade between the North 
and Baltic seas was at its height. During this period 
magnificent buildings were erected, many of which have 
been standing for several centuries. They are the proof 
of a bygone prosperity and reminders of the skill and 

daring of the architects and builders that achieved such 
wonders at a time in history when modern building 
techniques had not yet been invented. Guild houses, 
town halls, wells and churches were built in the 
impressive Gothic style. Stepped gables, high towers 
and steeples that reach up to the sky are typical of this 
style of architecture. 

In this region most of these historical buildings have 
been constructed with red baked bricks. It is interest-
ing how these bricks were produced hundreds of years 
ago and in fact are still in use today. The bricks were 
produced through an innovative process. This region 
has plenty of loamy soil; this is a soil which contains 
both clay and sand. The soil was soaked in water in large 
troughs out in the open air over winter. Impurities such 
as twigs and roots were removed, the troughs would 
be topped up with water as required and extra clay or 
sand could be added to acquire the correct texture. 
This process broke up the clay making it crumbly. At 
the end of winter, the mixture was then pressed into flat 
containers, which were stacked on top of each other. 
This was to press out any water or air bubbles that would 
cause a brick to crack during baking.

In the month of May, when the region is blessed with 
a drier and warmer climate than in earlier months, the 
Master Brickmaker patted the mixture into his tin forms, 
which usually bore his personal seal. The bricks were 
then turned out of the forms just as children playing in 
the sand or the housewife turning out a loaf. The bricks 
then had to be left either in the open air or in large airy 
sheds for several weeks to dry. This long procedure is 
carried out still today for the production of the high 
quality bricks to be used in the renovation of historical 
buildings.

The baking was obviously the most important and 
difficult part of the production. The bricks were baked 
in the kiln for fourteen days. They were layered 
alternatively with coal and covered with a layer of soil 
and poor quality bricks from a previous baking. The 
kiln was gradually brought up to a temperature of 900 



degrees Celsius, and this high temperature was held for 
three days. Then the kiln was allowed to cool down over 
the remaining days. A rasher warming or cooling would 
have caused cracks in the bricks. Even so, only about one 
third of the bricks would be perfect. After the cooling 
they were sorted into quality categories, which 
determined for what purpose they could be used. 

Try to imagine how many red baked bricks those 
brickmakers had to bake for the construction of just 
one red brick church tower. Some of the mega-sized 
cathedrals were under construction for many decades 
and the architects, builders and brickmakers knew they 
would never live long enough to see the work completed. 

Most of these wonderful brick masterpieces have defied 
storms and wars over the centuries. Some fell victim 
to air raids and are being lovingly restored with baked 
bricks produced by Master Brickmakers, using the same 
traditional methods handed down by their Pomeranian 
ancestors.

Sometimes one 
has a sleepless 
night. Perhaps 
a nightingale 
has taken up 
residence in 
the neighbor’s 
garden, or 
maybe that silly 
wooden bird 
that pops out of 
the cuckoo clock 
woke you up 
again. Instead of 
counting sheep, 
try counting the 
red bricks on a 
high steeple that reaches up to the sky and remember, 
it all began with a trough of Pomeranian soil.

International German Genealogy Partnership

Pommerscher Verein Freistadt has recently become a member of the International German 
Genealogy Partnership (IGGP). Currently there are 26 organizations which have become partners 
because of their interest in German genealogy worldwide. The partnership includes member 
organizations from all over the U.S., plus England, Germany and Canada. Partnership members 
include the 60+ societies belonging to the Germany-based Deutsche 
Arbeitsgemeinschaft Genealogischer Verbände (DAGV).

IGGP has announced the first International Germanic Genealogy Conference to be held in 
Minneapolis, MN on July 28-30, 2017. The 40 presenters include well-known German 
genealogical speakers from the United States as well as from Germany and Australia. 
Presentations on regional specialties include Ostfriesen, Luxembourg, Palatinate, Bremen, 
Alsace, Baden, Black Sea Germans, Austria, Czech Republic (Bohemia), Pomerania, West Prussia, 
East Prussia, Lithuania, eastern Europe, former eastern German provinces, Australia and others. 
The conference - “CONNECTIONS: International. Cultural. Personal.” - will offer 70 presentations 
over three full days. The Germanic Genealogy Society based in Minnesota is the local host.

Hotel reservations are now being accepted at the conference site: Minneapolis Marriott 
Northwest Hotel in Brooklyn Park, MN. Conference registration will open in January 2017. 
See http://www.ggsmn.org/cpage.php?pt=83 for more conference information.



Unsere Bibliothek – Our Library
RECENT CHANGES 
As we continue to evaluate and update our library holdings, changes are made to benefit the researcher. Several items 
have found a new home recently.

1) Deutsche Volks Trachten - This precious “book” was rescued from an antique store on the west coast by Judy Card of the state 
of Washington and donated to our Verein in 2000. It is a marvelous collection of 190 Trachten photos in full color showing ethnic 
clothing from many areas of Germany, including Pomerania. The original date of publication is unknown. This amazing treasure is now 
housed in the special reference cabinet in our library. 

2) The Henry Krueger Family, 1851-1992 - This slim booklet containing the family history of the Krueger family that traces to Kreis 
Naugard was donated by the author, Herbert Krueger, in 1993. Originally, it was put into the surname pamphlet file but was recently 
moved to the shelves and can be found under Family History K 021. It consists mainly of narration and descendants, with no photos or 
surname index.

3) The Traeder Family, 1825-1992 - Also written and donated by Herbert Krueger, it is similar in style to the Krueger booklet and 
can now be found on the shelf under Family History T 003. These Traeders trace to Furstensee (Kr. Pyritz?)

Other recent acquisitions include items culled from the personal collections of former Verein members Helen Ohm 
and Roy Gentz. When donated items duplicate things already filed at Lindenwood, they are shared with other 
Pomeranian genealogy groups (such as the Pommerscher Verein Central Wisconsin or the Pommern Regional Group 
in St. Paul, MN), or they are made available to our own Verein members who may want to add to their personal 
collections of genealogy materials. We thank the Ohm and Gentz families for sharing their loved ones’ treasures 
with us.

Open Library 
Sessions
“Business” has picked up 
recently, due in part because 
researchers are anxious to learn 

more about their ancestors before embarking upon 
the Verein 2017 spring tour to Pommern. Some of 
the visitors to our genealogy display at German Fest 
were inspired to begin their search and have already 
joined our organization. Welcome new members! 

Since a casual approach to research sessions seems to 
be working well, we will continue to offer help by 
individual appointment. Just contact the librarian: 
erkraft376@att.net; 262-376-7641.

Frauengruppe 
Sessions  
With the unpredictable portion 
of the calendar ahead of us due 
to shifting weather, library work 
dates in 2017 are tentatively 
scheduled for the following 
Thursdays:

January 12   February 9   March 9

As usual, the time will be 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Bring a bag lunch. Regular helpers, please contact the 
librarian in advance and let her know if you will or 
won’t be coming. New helpers (Irregulars?) are always 
welcome. Remember, the Frauen get first look at new 
library materials and there is always an opportunity 
to ask personal research questions.


