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Friday, April 21, 2017, 5:30 p.m.    Freistadt Heritage Foundation Fundraiser _________________________________________________________________________________________  
All local members are encouraged to attend this fundraiser event at Circle B in Cedarburg, WI (and bring their 
friends). Please bring a cake to sell. See more information inside this newsletter.

Sunday, April 30, 2017, 12:00 p.m.   Anniversary Dinner at Shully’s, Thiensville  _________________________________________________________________________________________  
You are invited to the celebration of our 39th year as an organization. Ten and twenty-five year members will be 
honored. Make reservations to Bill or Barb Vaitl – 262-781-7155 by April 21. See more information inside. 

Friday, May 12, 2017, 7:00 p.m.   Languages of Mennonites, Amish, and Hutterites _________________________________________________________________________________________
While most descendants of German-speaking immigrants to North America speak just English today, small but 
growing communities of Amish, Mennonites, and Hutterites in the U.S. and Canada have successfully maintained 
forms of German alongside English. Dr. Mark Louden, from UW-Madison will share insights into these communi-
ties and the languages they speak.

Friday, May 26 – June 7, 2017   Pomeranian Heritage Tour/Germany and Poland_________________________________________________________________________________________
Some spots are still available for this tour, but be quick! Download tour brochure at pommerscher.org website. 

Friday, June 9, 2017, 7:00 p.m.           Show and Tell Night _________________________________________________________________________________________
The last time you cleaned your attic, did you find a family heirloom and think, “I wish I had someone to share this 
with! The kids won’t listen!” This night is your chance. Bring your items, your stories, and your listening ears.

Sunday, June 25, 2017, Noon - 6:00 p.m.   Pommerntag at Rotary Park, Mequon_________________________________________________________________________________________
This is our chance to spread Pomeranian culture. Your attendance (and help) is requested. See more inside. 

Wednesday, July 12, 2017   A Crock of Schnitzel, Dinner Theater, Port Washington _________________________________________________________________________________________
We have a group outing planned to see the comedy, A Crock of Schnitzel, at Memories Dinner Theater at 1077 Lake 
Drive in Port Washington. The play involves a cuckoo clock, a man named Klaus, and German cuisine. Dinner and 
show $40. Doors open at 11:45 a.m., dinner at 12:30 p.m., show at 1:45 p.m. To reserve a spot, call 262-242-0724 
or e-mail taschoesow@aol.com by June 21.

COMING EVENTS

Email: information@pommerscher.org                                                                              www.pommerscher.org

MEETING NOTES

Unless otherwise indicated, all meetings start 
at 7:00 pm at the Lindenwood School, 
12351 N. Granville Road 111W, 
Mequon, WI 53097. 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Non-Voting Associate/Organization ... $12.00

Voting Individual ................................. $15.00

Voting Family ....................................... $20.00

POMMERSCHER
VEREIN FREISTADT

Post Office Box 204
Germantown, WI 53022



President’s Message
Thank you to all who have renewed their memberships in our organization so far this year. An extra-big THANK YOU to all 
who have donated extra money to the “Friends of Pommerntag” to help alleviate the loss we suffered when the day last year was 
severely hot and humid. Please remember that we are a 501(c)(3) organization, so your extra donation is fully deductible. If 
you donated, it is recorded in your private area on the pommerscher.org website. Look under “Member Log In,” then “Profile,” 
then “Membership Info,” then “Dues and Renewal.”

If you are in the area, mark your calendars for April 21, the night of the annual “Rent Party,” the fund-raiser at Circle B 
Recreation Center in Cedarburg. Please bring a cake or bars. This year, the PVF’s rental fee and donation to the Freistadt 
Heritage Foundation, the parent group of the Lindenwood Community Center, is helping to pay for new windows in the 
meeting room and other building upgrades. 

Hope to see you at the PVF Anniversary Dinner on April 30 or at a meeting soon.

We are gearing up for this year’s Pommerntag on June 25, 2017. If you can help in any way, either on the day itself, or prior 
to the event with soliciting ads, preparing the program, or promoting the day, it would be appreciated. Tell your family and 
friends about our great event; promote Pommerntag at your church, school or other societies. Help is needed on Pommerntag 
day with serving food, genealogy and Pedigree Database helping in the cultural building, and cleaning up after the event. 
Please help! Contact president@pommerntag.org with your offer to volunteer.

Tim Schoessow, President

Board of Directors 2017

President Tim Schoessow president@pommerscher.org 262-242-0724
Vice President Dale Herrick herrick47@wi.rr.com 262-235-2971
Secretary Barbara Vaitl wvaitl@wi.rr.com 262-781-7155
Treasurer William Vaitl  wvaitl@wi.rr.com 262-781-7155
Director Duane Kuehl  920-253-8369
Director Linda Herrick herrick47@wi.rr.com 262-235-2971
Director Jean Klug JKlug21@wi.rr.com 262-675-6354

Committee Chairmen
Anniversary Pins Delores Weiss  920-386-2946
Culture Irmgard Meyer  262-673-3981
Folk Fair Jean Klug JKlug21@wi.rr.com 262-675-6354
Folk Fair Elroy Klug  JKlug21@wi.rr.com 262-675-6354
Genealogy Linda Herrick genealogy@pommerscher.org 262-235-2971
German Fest Culture Display Jean Klug JKlug21@wi.rr.com 262-675-6354
German Fest Culture Display Elroy Klug JKlug21@wi.rr.com 262-675-6354
German Society Representative Tim Schoessow taschoesow@aol.com 262-242-0724
Librarian Elaine Kraft erkraft376@att.net 262-376-7641
Membership - Offline Delores Weiss  920-386-2946
Membership - Online Terry Schoessow membership@pommerscher.org 262-242-0724
Newsletter Editor Linda Herrick herrick47@wi.rr.com 262-235-2971
Newsletter Editor Terry Schoessow terryschoessow@icloud.com 262-242-0724
Programs William Vaitl wvaitl@wi.rr.com 262-781-7155
Programs Terry Schoessow  terryschoessow@icloud.com 262-242-0724
Store Gretchen Mauritz store@pommerscher.org 262-327-2680
Store Meribeth Waldrop  414-744-3195
Sunshine Louise Knoke ljbreineknoke@yahoo.com 262-673-3796
TNG Administrator Gary Preston ggpreston1978@yahoo.com 262-375-3447
Website Linda Herrick herrick47@wi.rr.com 262-235-2971
Website Terry Schoessow  terryschoessow@icloud.com 262-242-0724



42nd Annual Celebration of all things Pomeranian
sponsored by

Pommerscher Verein Freistadt
Rotary Park

Sunday, June 25, 2017
Noon - 6pm

Elmer and Irmgard Meyer

The Lutten entertain at a past Pommerntag Like us on Facebook: Pommerntag

Free Admission!

Alte Kameraden Band
Pommersche Tanzdeel 

 Dancers
al Research

Cultural Displays
cessible

Indoor restrooms
Free parking

Pommerntag

Pomeranians R Us
Do you want to share your Pommern heritage with the world? Buy a t-shirt or sweat-
shirt from our group’s very own store, which celebrates Pomeranian culture. In addition 
to the shirt shown here, other shirts, fisherman hats, and baseball caps are available.

In addition to clothing, over 60 books on culture, history, and 
genealogy, as well as maps of individual Pomeranian counties, 
are available for purchase as well. To see the offerings, go to 
pommerscher.org and click on “Store” on the left sidebar. 

Be sure to log into the site as a member to see special member-only pricing. These 
items will also be available at Pommerntag on June 25.

This is one line of products Amazon does NOT have!



Reprinted from the Lebanon (Penn.) Daily News by permission of the author

New name, longer conference touted by German partnership
James Beidler, “Roots and Branches” columnist
Lebanon (Penn.) Daily News, of USA Today Network
Published Feb. 5, 2017

There are a bunch of things in 
today’s world that seem to 
shrink�how far a dollar goes or 
that most elusive of concepts 
known as “spare time.”

But this installment of “Roots & 
Branches” is all about expan-
sions.

In a few columns last year, we’ve talked about the 
partnership organization putting together a German 
genealogy conference in Minnesota.

Well, with registration now live for that conference, 
it seems appropriate to give some updates� about 
the partnership as well as the conference.

First, the partnership itself has transitioned to a 
new, world-spanning name.

Founded as the German-American Genealogical 
Partnership with leading roles by the Minnesota-
based Germanic Genealogy Society and the 
Deutsche Arbeitsgemeinschaft genealogischer 
Verbände (an umbrella organization of genealogical 
and heraldic associations in Germany), societies from
around the world have sought to join�making the 
“German-American” name seem limiting.

The organization is now known as the International 
German Genealogy Partnership.

The upcoming conference of the partnership has 
also grown in the telling.

Originally scheduled to have a leadership day and 
two days of presentations and vendors, the confer-
ence will now run a total of four days, with the lead-
ership day scheduled for July 27 and presentations/
vendors from July 28 to 30 (and, yes, your “Roots 
& Branches” columnist will be one of the presenters 
and vendors).

The conference, titled “2017 International Germanic
Genealogy Conference” and carrying the theme 
“CONNECTIONS: International. Cultural. Personal,”
will be held in the Minneapolis suburb Brooklyn 
Park at the Marriott Northwest Hotel.

Pre-registration interest has been so keen that the 
conference hotel is already fully booked, but addi-
tional room blocks have been obtained at several 
alternate hotels in the area of the conference.

The conference will have more than 70 presenta-
tions by Germanic genealogy experts worldwide, 
including such luminaries as Baerbel Johnson, 
Timo Kracke, Roger P. Minert, Shirley Riemer and 
Dirk Weissleder.

Attendees will be invited to be part of a conference 
surname and locality database to match up with others
attending.

Study rooms with computers and expert personal 
assistance will offer help with German script, 
language and research. The conference also will 
feature impromptu gatherings by region or special 
interest and a large field of vendors and exhibitors.

On the evening of July 27, the conference will spon-
sor a “Biergarten at Germanic-American Institute” 
in St. Paul, providing shuttle service to the partici-
pants.

The upshot is that no matter where in the world you 
are or where your German-speaking ancestors 
settled, Minnesota will be the place to be at the end 
of July.

Further information about registration for the 
conference and booking a hotel can be found at the 
partnership’s website, www.IGGPartner.org.

Beidler is a freelance writer and lecturer on gene-
alogy. Contact him either at Box 270, Lebanon, PA 
17042 or by e-mail to james@beidler.us. Like him 
on Facebook (James M. Beidler) and follow him on 
Twitter, @JamesMBeidler.

“No matter where in the world you 
are or where your German-speaking 
ancestors settled, Minnesota will be 
the place to be at the end of July.



Trieglaff: Balancing Church and Politics in a Pomeranian World, 1807-1948
by Rudolf von Thadden

Article by Linda Rademan

While I was on the Pomeranian Heritage Tour in 2015, I arranged a trip to my ancestral villages in 
Kreis Regenwalde and Greifenberg. One of the villages, Trieglaff, was on the way to the villages. The church 
there held the church records for the surrounding area and villages I had planned to visit. Driving into town, 
I had a feeling of what a nice village it was. Driving on, we came to this beautiful, large well-kept building. My 
driver checked it on an iPad and found out it was Bertram Palace. This was the “new” castle, built 1903-1906, 
and presently owned by Gerhard Bertram. 

The former castle still stands deteriorating next to the “new” castle. We took pictures, and then proceeded down the 
road a short distance, where we found the church and stopped to walk around. A plaque on the side of the building 
from 2002 was written in Polish and German. I took a picture of it, hoping that sometime I might be able to get 
a translation of the message. Leaving this village, I thought that if I ever were to return again to this area, I would 
surely like to make a stop and spend more time here.

Shortly after returning home, I found a book, Trieglaff: Balancing Church and Politics in a Pomeranian World, 
1807-1948, written by Rudolf Von Thadden, had been translated into English in 2013. I immediately sent for it. 
It is a wonderful history of five generations of the Von Thadden family, who occupied both the former castle and 
the new castle. It details the society, economic, politics, and culture of the time, including the time after WWII 
when Germans were expelled from that area after the war. Interestingly, some of the Van Thadden family moved 
to Wisconsin. 

Several historical religious and political events were held at Trieglaff castle over the years. Members of the 
Van Thadden family attended the celebration of the mounting of the reconciliation plaque at the Trieglaff 
church in 2002. An added bonus in this book is an English translation of the plaque. I also learned there was 
a manor house at Vahnerow and Batzwitz, Kreis Greifenberg, 
which I didn’t know of previously.

I would urge anyone going on the 2017 Pomeranian Heritage 
Tour to read this book before going on the trip. Even if your 
family was not from the nearby area, the political, religious, 
and cultural aspects would be similar and you can get a good 
understanding of how families lived and why many left to come 
to America under these different and difficult circumstances.

Trieglaff: Balancing Church and Politics in a Pomeranian World, 
1807-1948 (BK 053) is available from the Pommerscher Verein 
Freistadt bookstore for $28.00 + postage.

Welcome 
New Members

Wendy Allis Somerville, 
 Massachusetts

Barbara Betcher Kaukauna, Wisconsin

Susan Copp New Berlin, Wisconsin

Marian Held Mequon, Wisconsin

Donna Kjendlie Monroe, Wisconsin

Rochelle Wildfong Ashfield, 
 Massachusetts



The German Bathing Resorts along the Baltic Coast
by Lyne Ranalter

Seaports and fishing villages are dotted along the Baltic Coast. There are also numerous bathing resorts, many 
of which can look back on two hundred years of history. How mankind came to enjoy a dip in the sea is quite 
a long story. The English were the first to get their feet wet. In 1750, English doctors discovered that bathing in 
seawater could be beneficial for lung and skin disorders, so along the English coast spa bathing stations were set 
up. Of course, it was only the affluent nobility who could afford to visit these establishments. 

Without tweets and Facebook, it took time for news to spread, particularly news about anything as dull as a new 
cure for a spotty skin. Nevertheless, almost fifty years later, in 1793, the word did eventually reach the ears of the 
physician to the Duke of Mecklenburg-Schwerin. The good man immediately advised his royal patient to build 
a spa house on the Baltic coast. The Duke, whether searching to cure a cough or clear his complexion, bathed 
in the sea at Heiligendamm, just north of Rostock. The local aristocracy heard rumors about the soothing effect 
that venturing into the salty water could have on body and soul and quickly followed suit. Heiligendamm 
became Germany’s first seaside resort. 

The pleasures and benefits of taking a bath in the fresh sea air became a favorite topic of conversation in stately 
dining rooms throughout Europe. New bathing stations opened along the Baltic coast, which now became a 
social meeting place for wealthy aristocrats from far and near, including the Russian Czar.

Two hundred years ago, no well-bred individual could possibly appear in 
public scantily clad or in any state of undress. How to get from the locker 
to the shore and from the shore to the water was a very significant problem, 
which was thankfully solved by the invention of the bathing machines. These 
were wooden huts on wheels inside which the fine gentry could remove their 
hats, gloves, and suits, and, in the case of the ladies, their skirts, corsets, and 
knee-length knickers completely invisible to anyone on shore or even a fisher 
out at sea. The bathing machine was simply wheeled right into the waves. 
Once free of the frills and laces, one was able to open the door and simply 
slip into the salty brine. However, no itsy-bitsy, teeny-weeny came into view. 
Bathing costumes of bygone covered just about everything from the neck to 
below the knees, not at all practical for wading through water, but the idea 
was simply to take a quick dip and breathe in the healthy fresh sea air. Fun 
and frolics didn’t come into the picture for another hundred years and mixed 
bathing must certainly wait for the next century!

The heyday for the Baltic bathing resorts came after the unification of the German States in 1871. This was the 
Belle Epoque period, when the members of the High Society of Berlin and other large cities flocked to the coast 
in summer. Consequently, the bathing resorts grew to accommodate the increasing numbers, and even small 
fishing villages now began to provide accommodation for these well-off visitors. Many a fisherman turned 
innkeeper. 

In 1910 the first family bathing station was opened and now, at last, married couples were permitted to take a 
splash together. The bathing costumes still left little bare skin, and we shall have to wait a few decades to see 
anything quite as daring or glamorous as the models worn by Hollywood’s most favorite bathing belle, Esther 
Williams. The fine ladies of this period preferred to be seen strutting along under a frilly parasol protecting their 
fair complexion. 



The Family Tree Guide to DNA Testing 
and Genetic Genealogy

by Blaine T. Bettinger

Book Review by Dorothy Boxhorn

This paperback book, published by Family Tree Books, Cincin-
nati, Ohio, contains 204 pages of text, 5 pages of Glossary, 5 
pages of Comparison Guides, 8 pages of Research Forms, 12 
pages of More Resources, and 100+ charts and diagrams inter-
mixed with the text to support and clarify it. 

In the last few years the practical implications of DNA testing 
for genealogists has become clear. Many now consider Genetic 
Genealogy an essential tool for genealogists. Genetic Genealogy, 
and its related science, can be very hard to understand and there-
fore hard to use to its fullest advantage. This book is a must have 
for anyone considering participating or who has already submit-
ted samples for genetic testing.

This book is laid out in a very user-friendly format. It starts with 
the basics of Genetic Genealogy in Part 1: Getting Started. Part 
2: Selecting a Test goes into detail describing the tests presently 
available, which test is best for what you want to know and 
how best to use the results. Part 3: Analyzing and Applying Test 
Results goes into more detail to help you use your results, along 
with other tools, to the best advantage.

I have already learned much from this book and will keep it 
close at hand as a favored reference book.
This book is available at shopfamilytree.com, Amazon.com, and 
many other sources. The price runs about $19.99 on special and 
$29.99 base price at most sites, shipping not included.

Anniversary Dinner 
Sunday, April 30th

Shully’s Cuisine and Events
146 Green Bay Road, Thiensville, WI 53092

Entertainment to Follow Dinner
Cash Bar with Beer, Wine and Soda

Make Reservations to Bill or Barb Vaitl 
262-781-7155 by April 21

Chopped Salad with Bacon, Hard Boiled Eggs, Chopped 
Tomato, Cucumber, Carrots and Cheddar Cheese with Side 

Dressing of Ranch or House Vinaigrette

Sliced French Bread and Butter

Swiss Chicken in the Style of Geschnetzeltes
Mushrooms & Onions in a Creamy White Wine Sauce

AND
Scott’s Special Braised Beef Short Ribs “Bourguignon”

Fork Tender Pieces of Beef Short Rib Braised in a 
Rich Red Wine Sauce Garnished with Whole Mushroom 

& Pearl Onion

Herb Mashed Potatoes and Sautéed Seasonal Vegetables

Pastry Chef ’s Choice of Petite Desserts Served 
with Coffee and Accoutrements

The times, however, were now changing and, with it, the needs of the guests. They no longer came just for the 
good of their health, but also to have a good time, to socialize, and to be seen. Beautiful wide promenades lined 
with trees and flowerbeds were laid out. Spectacular spa palaces and luxury hotels were built in the architecture 
of the Belle Epoque period. The first seaside piers were simply to enable visitors to board a boat. Later, the piers 
developed into elaborate constructions where the rich visitors could stroll, eat and drink, find various amuse-
ments, and enjoy life.

The Baltic coast had become a fashionable playground for the rich upper classes, but this frivolity would not 
last for long. The wheel of fortune was to turn, dark times were on the horizon and all too soon years of war, 
destruction, occupation, and loss of freedom were to replace the good times. The prosperous, picturesque 
resorts of Pomerania, with their beautiful historical buildings, piers, and promenades would fall into a sad state 
of neglect.   To be continued... 



Unsere Bibliothek – Our Library

Recent Acquisitions
Since our last newsletter, just one family history has been added to our collection:

The Descendants of Christian Struck and Erdrath Benigna Ehlert, by Linda J. Lund; includes the surnames Habeck, 
Groth, Schwandt, Grosenick, Peterson, Wittnebel. Compiled in 2003, donated in 2016. These Strucks trace to 
Kreis Naugard, and the Habecks to Kreis Cammin; they settled in Minnesota. Comprehensive work that includes 
narrative, family photos, related documents, bibliography, etc. 

Exchange newsletters
Newsletters continue to arrive from various genealogy groups. These include publications such as Der Blumenbaum 
out of Sacramento, CA and the Germanic Genealogy Journal out of St. Paul, MN. Both are substantial, high-quality 
publications with many articles of interest for the German researcher. These and all similar newsletters, usually 
received quarterly, land in our post office box and then trickle down to our library. They are read from cover to 
cover by our librarian, who tags articles of special interest and cross-references them via our pamphlet file. The 
actual publications are put into a four-drawer metal file, where they can be easily accessed. 

Recently, Der Blumenbaum published a two-part article on “Dishonest Trades and Occupations” (Part I: Trades; Part 
II: Wandering Folks). In the Middle Ages, “dishonorable” was applied to anyone who would not or was unable to 
bear arms to protect the Fatherland.  If a person’s trade was vital to the community, he was not permitted to join an 
army; still, he was considered “dishonest”. These included millers, shepherds, linen weavers, barbers, and surgeons. 
The wanderers were minstrels, jugglers, performers, peddlers, pipers, mimes, and others. 

A recent copy of the Germanic Genealogy Journal included a photo of the vessel S.S.Hammonia, built in 1866. 
It has been added to our Verein’s collection of immigrant ship photos. Didn’t know we had such a thing? Absolutely! 
Take a look at Ships of our Ancestors. There’s also a book with photos of vessels in the Hamburg Line.

Visit the Library
If you live locally and have not spent time in our library discovering some of the “gems” housed there, you’re 
missing out on a lot of cultural information that would help you to better understand your Pomeranian ancestors. 
When shall we expect you? Contact our librarian to arrange an appointment (erkraft376@att.net; 262-376-7641). 
Come and browse to your heart’s content.

Frauengruppe Sessions  
You can see from this brief report why library 
helpers are needed for filing and record-keeping. 
Work sessions are usually held the Thursday 
before our Verein meeting, from 11:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. If you can lend a hand, please 
contact the librarian. There’s always time for personal 
browsing at these gatherings.

A word of warning: If you still 
have copies of our Verein’s light blue folded 
brochures, please note that they do not 
contain the latest web site and email 
addresses. The current brochure is printed 
on turquoise blue paper. Updated copies can 
be picked up at our Lindenwood meeting 
place. The PVF web page at pommerscher.
org also has current email addresses.


