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COMING EVENTS JUNE 2017

Sunday, June 25, 2017 12:00 - 6:00 Pommerntag - Rotary Park, Mequon

This is our chance to spread Pomeranian culture to all who come! Your attendance (and help) is requested. See more
information inside this issue.

Wednesday, July 12, 2017 A Crock of Schnitzel Dinner Theater, Port Washington

Instead of our usual monthly meeting, we have a group outing planned to see the comedy, A Crock of Schnirzel, at
Memories Dinner Theater at 1077 Lake Drive, Port Washington. The play involves a cuckoo clock, a man named
Klaus, and German cuisine. Dinner (including, of course, schnitzel) and show $40. Doors open 11:45, dinner at

12:30 p.m., show at 1:45. To reserve a spot, call 262-242-0724 or e-mail taschoesow@aol.com by June 21.

Friday, July 28 - Sunday, July 30, 2017 Milwaukee German Fest - Maier Grounds, Milwaukee

Since 1981, Milwaukee has been celebrating its German heritage. Join in the fun of non-stop music, dancing,
culture, food, and drink. Our group staffs two booths: Genealogy and Culture. Visit http://germanfest.com

Friday, July 28 - Sunday, July 30, 2017 IGGP conference - Minneapolis, MN

PVF is a partner in the International German Genealogy Partnership. Join us at the first International Germanic
Genealogy Conference. There is still time to register at iggpartner.org.

Friday, August 11, 2017 No Meeting This Month

Friday, September 8, 2017 7 pm Pencil Museum Lindenwood Community Center

From trivia to history, the point of this evening is to draw people to the meeting to sharpen everyone’s knowledge
of what a Pencil Museum has to offer. Karyn and Tom Schmitz, Verein members, will share what “lead” to living
with 30,000 pencils in a house turned museum.
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President’s Message

Thank you to everyone who attended the Lindenwood Community Center fundraiser in April, especially to those
who donated and/or purchased silent auction items. It is this event that allows us to keep our meeting room and
library functioning.

Summer in Wisconsin is always a busy time. When you receive this message, we will be less than two weeks away
from Pommerntag. Hours, days, and weeks of preparation are needed to coordinate this fun-filled afternoon. We
appreciate all who contribute time or money, or buy an ad for the program for this special day. YOU are the reason
that Pommerntag has had free admission for 42 years!

This year, in addition to the Pommersche Tanzdeel, Alte Kameraden, and Peggy Mueller, we have some strolling
performers to entertain and enlighten us. Do you have a genealogy question? Visit our genealogy table which has
materials to answer questions. Do you have a Pomeranian ancestor? Our computerized database will be accessible.
Hungry? The menu includes homemade red cabbage, herring sandwiches, and, of course, brats. Thirsty? The beer
tappers will be flowing. Come and join the fun! If you can help in any way — setting up, working at a booth, serving,
or cleaning up, please e-mail information@pommerscher.org or call 262-242-0724.

If you have never been to Milwaukee’s German Fest the last weekend of July, try to save the date to come for a good
time! See page one for details.

See you at the festivals!

Tim Schoessow, President

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL REMINDER

If your mailed Rundschreiben includes a membership
slip, or if you only receive the Rundschreiben
electronically and you received a reminder email in
April, it probably means that you are among the 100
people who forgot to send in dues for the year 2017.

With the new computer, record-keeping system,
your mailing label will be automatically placed in
the “inactive” file after this issue if we don’t hear from =
you very soon. WebSIte

Don’t forget to use YOUR website:

If you are unsure when you renewed, or if you .
y y y pommerscher.org. It contains a wealth

believe there is an error, you can look yourself up
on the pommerscher.org website, or contact of information for upcoming events,
information@pommerscher.org, or call 262-242-0724. information about genealogical research,
and includes an online store with books
Thanks for renewing! and maps about Pomerania. You can even
buy clothing to tell the world you are a

Pomeranian!
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Pommerntag

42nd Annual Celebration of all things Pomeranian
sponsored by

Pommerscher Verein Freistadt

Rotary Park
4100 W. Highland Rd ¢ Mequon, WI 53097

Sunday, June 25, 2017
Noon - 6:00pm

PR g e ®

Elmer and Irmgard Meyer

Free Admission!

e Handicapped accessible
e Indoor restrooms

* Free parking

¢ Visit with Martin Luther
and his wife, Katie

Like us on Facebook:
Pommerntag

The Lutten entertain at a past Pommerntag

Genealogical Research  PVF Pedigree Database e Cultural Displays
Peggy Mueller e Alte Kameraden Band ¢ Pommersche Tanzdeel Dancers

Good Food and Drink:
Rollbraten e Herring Sandwiches & Cups e Brats e Sauerkraut ® Red Cabbage ® German Potato Salad
Cherry Soup e Black Forest Cherry Torte ® Apple and Cherry Strudel ® Homemade Cakes
Assorted German and American Beer ® Sprecher Root Beer

Cultural Traditions at German Fest

This year, the theme in the German Fest Cultural Pavilion is “Cultural Traditions.” In the PVF booth the display
will be “Easter Water” According to tradition, young Pomeranian girls believed that if they gathered water from
the stream early Easter morning and washed themselves with it, they would be beautiful. They could not talk to
anyone while they washed, even though the boys tried to get them to talk or laugh. If the girls splashed the boys
with water, there would be a wedding soon. Of course, they would do this every year, in hope of having a wedding!

Pommerscher Verein Freistadt Rundschreiben ¢ June 2017 3



In Germany railway history is divided into eras.

EraIb. 1875 — 1920 Cooperation between the state railroads.

1877 The opening of the Preuflische Nordbahn
(Prussian Northern Railway) to Stralsund.

1881 Wagon standards agreement; Prussia, Hessen,
Mecklenburg, Oldenburg, Elsass-Lothringen.

1892 Central European Time standardized.

1893 Agreement to standardize German railway time!

1907 Standard German Fare Tariff: 4th: 2pf/Km. 3rd:
4pf/Km. 2nd: 6pf/Km. 1st: 8pf/Km.
4th class coaches were added to the southern State
railways.

1909 “Deutsche Staatsbahnwagenverband” agreement.
Standard wagon designs replaced the individual
Landerbahn designs in production by 1911.
Wagons were pooled within Germany.

1914 WWI begins when Austria declares war on Serbia.

1916 MITROPA formed.

1916 Wagon brake upgrade; minimum of through
piping begun.

1918 End of the Great War.

Following the Franco-Prussian War there was additional
funding to expand the German rail system. Much was

from the heavy reparations France was required to pay.
German unification in 1871 stimulated consolidation and
nationalization of state owned companies and further rapid
growth. Otto von Bismarck, of Prussia, in particular, pressed
for the development of a national railway system. The railway
was seen as having great military and strategic importance.
Troops and supplies could be quickly transported to the
border or problem area. Another goal was support of
industrialization. Heavy lines crisscrossed the Ruhr and other
industrial districts. There were good connections to the major
ports of Stettin, Hamburg and Bremen. By 1880, Germany
had 9,400 locomotives each annually pulling an average

of 43,000 passengers or 30,000 tons of freight. Prussia
nationalized its railways in an effort both to lower rates on
freight service and to equalize the rates among shippers.
Instead of lowering rates as far as possible, the government
ran the railways as a profit center. Railway profits became a
major source of revenue for Prussia. The nationalization of the
railways slowed the economic development of Prussia because
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Railways of Pomerania
Third installment of an article Written by Dudley Blank
The first installment was published in the Sept. 2016 edition of the Rundschreiben.

The second installment was in the Dec. 2016 issue.

of the cost of incorporating the relatively backward
agricultural areas into its railway system. The railway profits
also helped perpetuate the antiquated tax system.

As the main line network expanded, local railways connected
cities to smaller communities and industries in the hinterland,
serving local needs, commuter and freight traffic. This was

the age of the branch line or Nebenbahn and it transformed
many of the remote and isolated regions of Prussia. There
weren't good roads and motor vehicles at this time, so 4th
class coaches were important on these rural local trains. A 4th
class coach only had wooden benches along the sides. But

for the cost of a 4th class ticket a farmer could take as much
produce as he wanted to market.

Several states operated their own railways, collectively called
the Linderbahnen (state railways). The State railroads of
Germany before 1920 were:

K.PE.V.: Koeniglich Preussische Eisenbahn Verwaltung.
K.Bay.Sts.B.: Koeniglich Bayerische Staatseisenbahnen.
K.Saechs.Sts.E.B.: Koeniglich Saechsische Staatseisenbahnen.
K.W.St.E.: Koeniglich Wuerttembergische Staatseisenbahnen.
Baden.: Grossherzoglich Badische Staatseisenbahnen.

G.M.EEE.: Grossherzoglich Mecklenburgische Friedrich-
Franz Eisenbahn.

Oldenburg.: Grossherzoglich Oldenburgische Eisenbahn.
Pfaelz.B.: Pfaelzbahn. (K.Bay.Sts.B. from 1909)

E.L.: Reichseisenbahnen, Elsass-Lothringen. 1870-1918.
Kgl.Mil.E.: Koeniglich Preussische Militreisenbahn.

MITROPA: “Mittel Europa” Sleeper and Restaurant Co.
formed 1916.

At the end of the First World War, most of the state railways
lost their ‘royal’” or ‘grand duchy’ titles as the nobility
abdicated. Huge reparations of locomotives and rolling stock
followed. Era I ended with the merger of the seven remaining
state railways in the newly created Deutsche Reichsbahn in
1920.

Article to be continued in future newsletter.



Church and Castle in Pomerania Provide

Insight into Family’s Past
by Ginger Simek

In May 2013 I made a trip to Pomerania with the
Pommerscher Verein Freistadt Tour. I was interested in
visiting the villages of Gramzow and Neetzow, the areas
where my great-grandfather had lived.

The church in Gramzow was decorated with flowers from

Pentecost, which had been celebrated the previous Sunday.
The church, which dates back to 1280, was constructed of
bricks with plastered over stones on the front outer wall.

The church looked very well kept, as were the graves in a
small cemetery in front and extending partially along one side
of the church. At one time, there was a school in a separate
building, but it does not function anymore.

Some reconstruction has been done over the years. The
church tower was removed, and the roof was changed to a hip
roof in 1795. In 1862, the windows were changed, or perhaps
replaced, and the inside redone. The interior is quite pleasant,
with a fair amount of natural light. There is a balcony with an
organ in the back of the church. An old baptismal font made
of stone and a “newer” baptismal font made of carved wood
with a metal insert dating to 1795 sits inside.

In the 1770s, there were two estates in Gramzow; the larger
one was owned by Friedrich Wilhelm von Bomin and
consisted of a windmill, a pub, a blacksmith, a pastor’s house,
another church house, and a sexton house. Twelve farmers
lived on the estate. It had 33 Feuerstellen (fireplaces/stoves),
perhaps notable as a way of measuring the “wealth” of the
estate. Friedrich Wilhelm von Bomin also owned Neetzow,
Jagetow, Klein Below, and Cadow. The smaller estate in
Gramzow was owned by Christoph Eduard von Corsuant.
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When he died around 1779, his widow became the owner.
It had five Feuerstellen, and three farmers lived on the estate.
Going back to early times, the focus of the area has been
agricultural, and remains so today.

The next stop was the nearby-by village of Neetzow, the
birthplace of my great-grandfather, in October 1855. Its
dominant feature is a beautiful castle built in 1848 by the von
Kruse family. In 1803 they had become owners of Neetzow,
Krusenfelde, Krusenkrien, and Klein Below. The castle was
designed by Friedrich Hitzig, a German architect who was a
student of the very well-known Karl Friedrich Schinkel. The
Neetzow Castle is listed as one of his many notable buildings,
including the Kronenberg Palace in Warsaw, Poland, built in
1868. Evidently the von Kruse family must have had fairly
significant monetary resources.

The von Kruse family engaged Peter Joseph Lenné, another
person of note, to design the gardens on the grounds
surrounding the castle. Lenné’s father was also a Prussian
gardener and landscape architect, but Peter established
himself in his own right. In 1840, King Friedrich Wilhelm
IV assigned the urban planning of Berlin to Lenné. Two of
his major works in Berlin are the design for the Tiergarten,
and the Klein-Glienicke Park. The Park Sanssouci in Potsdam
was also among his many, many accomplishments.

The von Kruse family forfeited their ownership at the end of
WW II in 1945. The castle and land was expropriated by the
GDR (German Demokratish Republik). It served for a time
as the home of a large folk dance ensemble and later as the



headquarters of the Institute of Agricultural Economics of the
Academy of Agricultural Sciences. In 2001, the castle reverted
to private ownership. After three years of renovations, it was
opened as a hotel and special event site in 2004.

On the day of my visit, it was obvious there was going to be a
wedding taking place; the bride and groom were having their
pictures taken in the garden. The inside was beautifully set up
for the reception. I checked for prices online and they ranged
from $75 for a single room to $134 for a comfortable double
room - really not too bad for staying in a castle. Wi-Fi was
also available.

There was not much evidence left of what the castle estate
must have looked like in the mid-1850s, but I still felt my trip
was very worthwhile. The church where my great-grandfather
had been baptized was still standing and being used. Thanks
to my researcher, I was able to get into the church, as well

as visit the parish office in the nearby village of Krien and
actually see the written church records. The village where he
was born was still there with its beautiful castle - if only it had
been part of the family legacy.

Family names from this area: Miiller/Méller/Mueller,
Bergmann, Giermann/Gehrmann/Germann.

Resources:

Offenene Kirchen II vom Greifswalder Bodden bis zur Peene,
p. 40, copyright 2006, Thomas Helms Verlag, Schwerin,
Germany.

http://www.ahnen-und-wappen.de/meck/messages/76.html/

Ausfiihrliche Beschreibung des gegennot wirtigen Zustandes
des PreufSischen Herzogtums Vor-u. Hinterpommern,

Ludewig Wilhelm Briiggemann, 1779-1784.
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Friedrich_Hitzig
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_Joseph_Lenn

Researcher: Martin Sohn, Burow, Germany, m.sohn@gmx.de,
www.genealogy-pomerania.com

The Genealogist’s Google Toolbox: Revised and Updated, 2nd Edition
By Lisa Louise Cooke of Genealogy Gems, www.GenealogyGems.com ® Book Report by Dorothy Boxhor

This paperback book contains 203 pages of text and
200+ Google page prints and diagrams, intermixed with
the text to support and clarify it.

Google has been my favorite search engine for many
years. Before finding this book I used some of the
strategies the author presents, but this book has
expanded my depth of knowledge of Google and what
it can do. In the book, Lisa Louise Cooke shares basic,
as well as more advanced, tips and strategies to help
genealogists use Google to its full potential as a
genealogy tool.

You may know of Lisa Louise Cooke for her Genealogy
Gems Podcasts. Along with her Genealogy

Gems multi-media materials, she works closely with
Family Tree Magazine. She provides the Family Tree
Magazine Podcast, articles for the magazine, and is an
instructor for Family Tree University.
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I love her presentations and wish I had more time to
take them all in. This is where this book comes in handy
for me. This book is a perfect blend of Google informa-
tion and Lisa’s way of sharing information. This book
has the information I need at my fingertips when I want
it for new methods or reference.

Google, along with the rest of the world, is always
changing. This book was printed in 2015 and there have
been some new advancements and additions to Google
since then. I feel there is still much to learn.

This book is available as a digital download for $14.95
and $24.95 paper copy, shipping not included, from
www.shopgenealogygems.com. It is also available from
Amazon for $24.98, shipping not included.



THE GERMAN BATHING RESORTS ALONG THE BALTIC COAST (Part2)
by Lyne Ranalter

For many European towns, the end of the 19th century and
the early years of the 20th century were a golden age, but this
was brought to an end with the outbreak of World War I.
After 1918, Germany recovered slowly, but the bathing resorts
never again saw the prosperity of the pre-war years.

In the 1930s, due to poverty and unem-
ployment, the National Socialist Party

came into power in Germany. Nazi pro-
paganda films were produced featuring
young, healthy Arian bodies participating in
sports. Plans were drawn up for a gigantic,
barrack-style bathing station with five-story
buildings, stretching for 2.8 miles along
one of the most beautiful beaches of Pomerania. This was
part of one of Hitler’s completely irrational ideas to create the
world’s largest bathing resort, where 20,000 party members at
a time could take a vacation under the motto of “Kraft durch
Freude”, to gather “strength through pleasure”. At a time
when many families were struggling to afford a loaf of bread,
the promise of a future frolicking on a beach looked good!

The construction of Kdf Bad Prora began in 1936, but
because of the outbreak of World War II it was unfinished,
and the complex, including sport facilities, cinema, and
theater, never materialized. No groups of enthusiastic young
people ever skipped and jumped along this stretch of beach,
either then or now. The ugly concrete blocks still stand today,
unfinished and abandoned on the Island of Rugen, a
reminder of the insanity of the Nazi doctrine.

After the war, the greatest part of Pomerania was allocated
to Poland and is now populated by Poles, the descendants of
refugees who had been forced to leave their homeland when
it was claimed by Russia. A small part of Pomerania was part
of the German Democratic Republic. Both Poland and the
GDR were under a strict communist regime controlled by
Moscow.

West Germany quickly recovered from the war and became
one of the world’s richest lands, enabling West Germans

to be able to afford to take a vacation. The North Sea
bathing resorts prospered as old buildings were restored
and new modern high-rise hotels were constructed.

Life in the East Block lands, however, was very different.

In most of the large towns, polluted air, due to out-of-date
industry, was the cause of respiratory problems. Workers loyal
to the Party were rewarded with a number of vacation days.
Many factory workers hoped to take a few days on the Baltic
coast to recuperate. The elegant bathing resorts with their
luxury hotels of pre-war times, however, did not fit into the
communist ideology. The hotels were stripped of their
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elaborate interiors to make them less luxurious but plain and
adequate for accommodating party workers. The Belle
Epoque exteriors took on a shabby appearance in need of a
coat of paint. The beautiful promenades were neglected. The
sea piers played no part in the Communist way of life; they
served no function. With no one respon-
sible for them, they were simply left to
rust and collapse.

A different clientele now enjoyed
Baltic-bathing resorts. The holiday makers
swam and scampered around on the beach.
There was not much choice of bathing
attire, or any other kind of attire for that
matter, to be found in the shops of East Germany. In fact, this
was no problem, as “Birthday Suit Beachwear” was encour-
aged! This was accepted as Communist ideology, as without
clothes everyone was equal. In spite of the rather chilly Baltic
breezes, and all the various shapes and sizes, this new fashion
caught on!

Obviously, as everywhere in the GDR, even while basking

in the sun or taking a dip in the sea, Big Brother was never
far away, watching, listening, and making sure that no one
should make an attempt to escape — which would have been a
little tricky in a birthday suit! A few days on the beach were
all the loyal workers could look forward to. A trip to Rome,
Paris, or London was just an impossible dream and not
permitted.

After forty years, the Communist regime came to an end,

and Germany was reunited. Roads, promenades, and
buildings had all been neglected for decades, so it took many
years for the Baltic resorts to recover. Although many of the
lovely piers were beyond repair, other renovation work began,
and the first tourists arrived, mainly West Germans curious to
see what the other side of the Iron Curtain looked like.

With lots of hard work on the part of the local inhabitants,
on both the German and the Polish-speaking side of the
Pomeranian border, the Baltic bathing resorts are now
prospering and welcoming guests from around the world.
Pomerania has miles of sandy beaches, sand dunes, long
promenades and comfortable hotels, restaurants, and
etntertainment for every taste and pocket.

The shops are full of the latest fashion in swimwear and,
although you may even find a yellow, polkadot bikini, the
present trend is topless for all. However, birthday suits are
now only permitted on those beaches especially set aside for
that type of attire. Should you by mistake find yourself on
such a beach and stripping is not an option for you, cast your
eyes downward and make a dash for it!



© i
) ID |

)

i1

il

AV VIV III IV IV IV IIIIIIIVIVIIVIVIVINNY,

Unsere Bibliothek - Our Library

New Acquisitions

Mutual of Wausau Insurance Company; Its First 140 Years (1875-2015)
by DuWayne Zamzow, PVF member. This is a comprehensive history of the firm with many photos, documents,

graphics, and insurance humor. It includes the names of many Pomeranians who had a connection to the company.
Donated by the author March, 2017.

Exchange Newsletters

In our last Rundschreiben, we talked about an article on German tradesmen, part I, as published in Der
Blumenbaum. We have now received part II (“The Wandering Folk: Troupers, Fighters, and Quacks”). Part III of
the “dishonorable occupations” will follow in a few months. When complete, the entire article will be put into our
pamphlet file under occupations. Here is an opportunity to learn about the trade(s) of your ancestors.

What library-based help will be available at Pommerntag?

Visitors to our June 25th festival should be sure to browse through the Reuter Pavilion where the cultural displays
are located and genealogy research assistance takes place. Besides the special emphasis on Luther and the
Reformation in this anniversary year, there will be three separate areas offering help to Pomeranian researchers:

1) Pedigree Database where you can check to see if anyone has already shared information on your family surname.
Free printouts are available.

2) The Research Assistance Area (“Genealogy spoken here!”) where you can get individual help and suggestions on
how to proceed with your own search. Learn what to try next to get over that brick wall or pinpoint the ancestral
village. Where was the church? Are there microfilmed records available? Need help reading those old German
records? Need a map of your ancestor’s Kreis (county)? Come see us. We'll be waiting to help you.

3) The Ammons Collection consisting of multiple 3-ring ( \
Ib_?lders filled with p(ilotos of P;)rserglign Xillllaies iE Welcome
interpommern and presented by Kreis. All the photos were

taken by Bill Ammons, our Verein member from Arizona, who New Members

will be at the festival to share his vast knowledge of the area. Sandy Brummund - Elkhorn, Nebraska

Be sure to check out the sales table where you can pick up Eric Hildeman - Milwaukee, Wisconsin

helpful printed material (maps and books), add a beer stein to Mary Johnson - Prior Lake, Minnesota

your collection, buy one of the nifty, new Griffin T-shirts, Bill Koepsell - Apple Valley, Minnesota

purchase Pomeranian memorabilia and much more. Karl Koenig - Wichita, Kansas

All this in the Reuter Pavilion, plus the outdoor entertainment, ffMa}c:er Mezynsl}l— KoloErzeg, Pol}aznd

make up a busy event called Pommerntag. Don’t miss it! And Jeft Schiebe - Southborough, Mass‘ac quztts

watch for Martin and Katie Luther. They will be roaming the Tom Stuhlmacher - Mequon, Wisconsin

grounds, eager to engage in conversation with you. Viel Spaf?! Margie Zack Biltmore - Lake, North Carolina
\_ J
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