
MARCH 2019

MEETING NOTES

Unless otherwise indicated, all meetings start 
at 1:00 pm at the Lindenwood School, 

12351 N. Granville Road 111W, 
Mequon, WI 53097. 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Non-Voting Associate/Organization ... $12.00

Voting Individual ............................... $15.00

Voting Family .................................... $20.00

Add $5 to receive newsletter by US Mail

POMMERSCHER
VEREIN FREISTADT

Post Office Box 204
Germantown, WI 53022

Friday, April 5, 2019, 5:30-9:00 p.m.          Freistadt Heritage Foundation Fundraiser _________________________________________________________________________________________  
At Circle B Recreation Hall, Cedarburg. Doors open 5:30, dinner from 6:00-7:00, entertainment 6:30-9:00. 
For more information look inside this edition.

Sunday, April 28, 2019, 12:00 p.m.       PVF Anniversary Dinner   _________________________________________________________________________________________  
Celebrate the Verein’s 41st Anniversary at Iron Ridge Inn, Iron Ridge, WI. For more information look inside this 
edition.

Saturday, May 11, 2019, 1:00 p.m.          Blacksmithing Demonstration _________________________________________________________________________________________
For this meeting, we will meet at Trinity Freistadt Historical Site, 1856 N. Church Place Rd., Mequon approxi-
mately one mile south of Lindenwood Community Center. (The road to the site intersects with Freistadt Rd., 
about 300 feet east of where Granville Rd. turns north to go to Lindenwood.) Blacksmith Fred Derr will 
demonstrate basic techniques using the forge and traditional tools in the Blacksmith Shop located on the grounds. 
A business meeting will follow the demonstration.

Saturday, June 8, 2019, 1:00 p.m.    Pomeranian Immigration to Central Wisconsin_________________________________________________________________________________________
As thousands of Pomeranians were settling in southeast Wisconsin in the 1800s, thousands more continued north-
westward to settle in central Wisconsin. DuWayne Zamzow, current president of our sister group, the Pommerscher 
Verein of Central Wisconsin, will come to tell us all about that immigration.

Sunday, June 30, 2019, 12:00-5:30 p.m.      44th Annual Pommerntag_________________________________________________________________________________________
Pommerntag, or “Pomeranian Day,” is the premier event of our group, where we share Pomerania with the rest of 
the world through music, dance, culture, food, and drink. Several thousand people have been known to come to 
this free event. Help is always needed to set-up, staff booths, park cars, serve food, take down, and clean up. 
If you can volunteer, please e-mail information@pommerscher.org or call 262-242-0724. See inside this newsletter 
or Facebook: Pommerntag for more information.

COMING EVENTS

Email: information@pommerscher.org                                                                              www.pommerscher.org
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President’s Message
Greetings Members!
  
As with organizations everywhere, most of the work in the Pommerscher Verein Freistadt gets done quietly behind 
the scenes. In this issue, I want to thank one of those hard workers, Bill Vaitl, for serving as Treasurer for the last 
several years. When an urgent need appeared in 2016, Bill stepped in as “interim treasurer,” then agreed to serve a 
term of his own. One term turned into more. During this time, he has spent hours cheerfully keeping the budget, 
counting money, processing hundreds of checks, making countless trips to the bank, and filling out state and federal 
paperwork to maintain PVF’s status as a non-profit organization. All of this is much appreciated!

I also want to thank Shaw Bridges for agreeing to become our new Treasurer. Once again, we have a cheerful 
volunteer who quietly stepped in to fill a need. He is converting our financial records into a Quick Book system. 
Another step into the digital age! 
      
In the same behind-the-scenes fashion, I urge you to make plans to attend the annual fundraiser at Circle B on April 
5. Our group is fortunate to have a permanent meeting spot, and the funds raised that evening are a large part of 
that. The other groups who use the Lindenwood Community Center provide entertainment throughout the 
evening. Our PVF members may not dance, play or sing, (at least not publicly) but we do provide desserts to sell. 
Please bring a cake to contribute for desserts that evening, and help cut and sell them if possible.  
      
Stay warm – spring WILL come!

Tim Schoessow, President

Freistadt Heritage 
Foundation Fundraiser
April 5, 2019, 5:30 pm
Circle B Recreation Hall

Join friends of the Lindenwood Community 
Center for a delightful evening at Circle 
B Recreation Hall, Cedarburg. Enjoy a 
catered dinner, silent auction, and entertain-
ment by the Alte Kameraden, Pommersche 
Tanzdeel, and Lindenwood 4-H. The 
dinner will be catered by Prime Minister 
and features beef tips and gravy, baked 
cod, chicken breasts, and all the 
trimmings. 

Tickets for the meal and entertainment are 
$20.00 for adults and $8.00 for children. 
Tickets for entertainment only are $5.00. 
Buy tickets from group members, at Boehlke 
Hardware, e-mail information@pommer-
scher.org, or call 262-292-8200.

Use PVF Web Page for Surname Research
Are you looking for information on your ancestors surnames? The PVF 
web site has a tool to help researchers find others researching the same 
name. Using the red bar on the left side of pommerscher.org, select 
“Surname Research/Database”. The first page that appears is a list of 
names that is generated by people searching for their ancestors. 
 
If you are a PVF member, you can add your family name(s) 
anonymously. To do this, you log in with your user name and password, 
then on the red side bar on the left under “Member Log In”, select 
“Profile”. Next select the “Surnames” tab. Select the “+” on the 
right hand side. A row of empty boxes will open up. Fill in as much 
information as you know. 
 
Now other people searching online can find your names and contact you 
through this website if they wish. If they do, you will receive an email 
from them with this website’s address, asking if you wish to correspond 
with them directly. You have the option to respond directly or not.
 
To view details about a surname on this page, select the “eye” icon on 
the left. To email the person who submitted the surname, select the 
“envelope” with the question mark in it.
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44TH ANNUAL POMMERNTAG

 
Genealogy Research • Ethnic Food and Drink • Cultural Exhibits • Gift Store

Presented by Pommerscher Verein Freistadt
Website: pommerscher.org

Facebook: Pommerntag

Sunday, April 28, 2019
Iron Ridge Inn, Iron Ridge, Wisconsin

Use this spring Sunday to take a ride in the country to join us in 
celebrating the Verein’s 41st Anniversary at the Iron Ridge Inn, 
129 S. Main St., Iron Ridge, 53035.

Social time with cash bar will begin at 11:30 a.m., followed by a 
buffet dinner at 12:30 p.m. People attending who have been 
members for 10 and 25 years will be honored. A program will 
follow the dinner.

Cost is $20.00/person. To reserve, call the Vaitls at 262-781-7155, 
or email information@pommerscher.org.

Pommerscher Verein Freistadt 
Anniversary Dinner

Pomeranian Day
Sunday, June 30, 2019

12:00 – 5:30 p.m.
Mequon Rotary Park

4100 W. Highland Rd.
Free Admission!

Alte Kameraden Band
Pommersche Tanzdeel Freistadt

Peggy Mueller 

Handicap Accessible

New Members
R Shaw Bridges Mequon, Wisconsin
Brett Brown Brookfield, Wisconsin
Deborah Dietz North Wahroonga, 
 New South Wales, Australia
Arthur & Joan Eggert Sun Prairie, Wisconsin
Marcia Hartwig Playa del Ray, California
Christopher Henry Baltimore, Maryland
Connie & RIchard Kraus Stoughton, Wisconsin
Karen Mech Joplin, Missouri
Mary Neubacher Orlando, Florida
Randall Peterman Green Bay, Wisconsin
Cheryl Schrader Brookings, South Dakota
Kurt Schroeder North Mankato, Minnesota
Theresa Sorenson Thornton, Colorado
Mary Strauss Fond du Lac, Wisconsin
Lyndsey Wollenberg Brookfield, Illinois
Ann Wright Lynnwood, Washington
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Railways of Pomerania
written by Dudley Blank

Era II b. 1937-45 Railroad at war
1937 The Deutsche Reichsbahn Act returns
 state control. (Private railways such as LAG,
 L.B.E. integrated.)
1937 Deutsche Reichsbahn becomes a government   
 department.
1938 Austria and Sudetenland absorbed.
1939 Poland, Czechoslovakia, etc., absorbed.
1939 Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg and most 
 of France absorbed. 
 Areas occupied, but in War zone were under
 Wehrmacht control. During WW II the railroads  
 were operated by three different organizations;  
 the Deutsche Reichsbahn for “greater Germany,”  
 another for occupied neighbors, and the   
 Wehrmacht for areas designated as being at war.
1942 DR controls over 200,000 route km. (not   
 including Wehrmacht controlled territories,   
 Russia, etc.)
1945 Fall of German Reich.

As the Second 
World War 
loomed, 
production was 
geared towards 
the war effort. 
The focus 
was on fewer 

types but greater numbers of so-called Kriegsbauart or 
wartime designs for the transportation of large quantities 
of tanks, vehicles, troops and supplies. In preparation 
for war, the Nazi government took direct control of the 
Deutsche Reichsbahn in 1937.

These war locomotives were simplified versions of the 
standard locomotives designed to speed up construction 
times and minimize the use of imported materials. In the 
absence of enough good highways and trucks, Germany 
relied heavily on the railways, supplemented by slower 
river and canal transport for bulk goods. 

The Reichsbahn had an important logistic role in 
supporting the rapid movement of the troops of the 
Wehrmacht. In all the occupied lands the Reichsbahn 
endeavored to incorporate the captured railways into 
their system. In 
the campaigns 
against Poland, 
Denmark, 
France, 
Yugoslavia, 
Greece, etc., the 
newly acquired 
standard gauge networks could be used without 
difficulty. The logistics of the Reichsbahn were crucial 
to the conduct of Germany’s military offensives. The 
preparations for the invasion of Russia saw the greatest 
troop deployment by rail in history. During the war, 
locomotives in the war zones were sometimes given 
camouflage livery. 

Right up to the end of the war, the Reichsbahn 
continued to move military units. In the last great 
offensive, the Battle of the Bulge (from 16 December 
1944), tank formations were transported from Hungary 
to the Ardennes. The rail yards were the main targets of 
the “transportation strategy” of the British and American 
strategic bombing campaign of 1944-45 and resulted in 
massive destruction of the system.

My great-great-uncle, Emil Blank, was born in 
Bromberg, Posen, Prussia. He worked for the railroad 
- first the KPEV and then the Deutsche Reichsbahn. 
Bromberg became part of the new Polish State following 
World War I, and Emil and his wife moved to Dresden. 
They eventually moved to Hamburg where Emil retired. 
When World War II started Emil had to return to work 
on the Reichsbahn. He was a freight train conductor. 
Towards the end of the war he would pick up friends 
and relatives in Pommern and Westpreussen on trips 
back from the Eastern Front and take them to the 
relative safety of Hamburg.

Article to be continued in a future newsletter.

Fifth installment of an article written by Dudley Blank. The first installment was published in the Sept. 2016 edition 
of the Rundschreiben. The subsequent installments were in the Dec. 2016, June 2017, and December 2017 issues.
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The Making of Pioneer Wisconsin:
Voices of Early Settlers
by Michael E. Stevens
Published by the Wisconsin Historical Society Press

Over the last fifteen years I have had various discussions with fellow 
history buffs and genealogists trying to piece together the experiences 
that our ancestors went through to get from where they were to where 
they were going. This book fills that bill in the words of those average 
people looking for a new life.

This book only has three chapters and a Prologue and Epilogue. It 
needs no more.
 Prologue: “Before the Migration”
 Chapter One: “The Journey West”
 Chapter Two: “Adjusting to the New Land”
 Chapter Three: “Building New Lives”
 Epilogue: “Reflections on Wisconsin’s Identity” 

These five sections say it all in a very interesting way. People of various 
ages, as well as many different ethnic, religious and financial situations wrote these letters, diaries, and news-
paper articles. By sharing their voices in this book, their experiences come alive.

I highly recommend this book for anyone interested in the experiences of settlers to Wisconsin in the mid-1830s 
through the 1850s.

This is a 192 page paperback with 18 b/w pictures. This book is available online for $18.95 from the Wiscon-
sin Historical Society Press at shop.wisconsinhistory.org. It is also available as an ebook for less than $10.00.

Review by Dorothy Boxhorn

“The Mail Goes…”
A Pomeranian Game for Children or Adults 

The group sits in a circle. One player will be blind-
folded. He stands in the center of the room. Each 
player is assigned the name of a town. The name giver 
calls, “The mail goes from {name of town} to {name 
of town}”, for example, “from Stargard to Pyritz”. The 
respective players who have these names exchange places. 
During this movement, the blind-folded name giver 
tries to catch one of the travelers. If he is successful, the 
person caught exchanges places with the blind-folded. 
The blind-folded takes on the town name of the person 

caught. While exchanging places, the travelers must be 
quiet, and they must never leave the inside of the circle 
in order to get to their appointed places. (A widely 
played game.)

Translated from Blätter für Pommersche Volkskunde, O. 
Knoop and Dr. A. Haas, editors. Year 1, Issue 11, 1 August 
1893. “Kinder- und Volksspiele in Pommern,” number 9, 
page 174. Collected by Teacher R. Pelz in Sallentin.
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In 1945, at the end of World War ll, German territory was 
divided up between the four allies (United States, France, 
United Kingdom, and Soviet Union) and for over forty 
years the German Nation was split into an east and a west. 
About 25% of the population were citizens of East Germany 
occupied by the Soviets and about 75% lived in the area 
occupied by the three western allies. 

Due to the tension between the Soviet Union and the 
Western Allies, a demarcation line was constructed 
stretching from the Baltic Coast in the North right down 
to the former Yugoslavian border in the South, and which 
became known as the “Iron 
curtain”. This was a strip of land 
from about 100 to 200 yards 
wide which was cleared of trees, 
bushes, sheds, all buildings even 
homes and anything which 
could give shelter to anyone 
desperate or mad enough to try 
to cross. All existing roads and 
railway lines were simply cut off ! 
Barbed wire, watch towers, dog 
runs, and patrols with orders to 
shoot meant that any attempt to make a dash for it could 
be classed as “mission impossible”. In spite of this, over the 
years many tried, a few succeeded, but the majority paid 
with their lives!

To the west of the Iron Curtain, the hard working German 
people were able to start rebuilding their bombed cities 
and industry. The American Occupation Zone thrived, 
as unlike Britain and France, which were also rebuilding 
bombed cities, America was in a position to help financially. 
Within a couple of decades West Germany, due to its 
ever expanding modern industry was well on its way to 
becoming one of Europe’s richest lands.

However in East Germany, in which West Pomerania was 
situated, the situation was quite different. Helped by the 
Soviets, the Communist Party soon had full control and 
the GDR, as all other East Block lands, was in fact ruled by 
Moscow. The policy was to promote industry which was 
required for Russia’s military program and to finance the 
race to the moon. However, although it was so important, 
no money was invested in modernization and the old-
fashioned factories polluted the air and covered the lovely 
historical buildings in a blanket of soot. Smog was normal, 

and even in the summertime the townspeople seldom saw 
a blue sky. During the communist regime little was spent 
on rebuilding. Time stood still in the East - a land full of 
out-of-date everything, black derelict buildings, peeling 
paintwork, and broken pavements all under a smoky grey 
sky!

Pomeranians, and all others, had to learn to live with this 
new system where everyone was equal and everything was 
owned by the people. In other words: by the State! Farming 
families must have found this particularly difficult to accept. 
The farmer no longer owned his land, his livestock, or even 

his house! This all belonged to 
the State and he was now just 
a farm worker. Fences were 
removed and all farms were 
merged into co-operatives. 
The farmer and his wife now 
worked the same hours, the same 
number of days, earned the same 
wages and were allocated the 
same number of days vacation 
as their comrades in industry. 
Farmers throughout the world 

know that it is only the love of the soil and the livestock 
that brings success to the running of any farm. It usually 
requires the hard work of the whole family, working seven 
days a week to make ends meet. The new system demanded 
high production rather than high quality to provide for 
the industrial population. Over the years, the soil was 
ruined with the continual use of chemical fertilizers. The 
lovely fields of Pomerania were no longer lush green in the 
springtime. The soil and the streams were polluted and 
the countryside as grey as the towns. Over the border, in 
East Pomerania Polish families that had been displaced 
from their own land were appointed to work the farms that 
the Pomeranians had been forced to leave. They also had 
arrived, with only the few possessions that they had been 
able to carry, to a land devastated by war and ruled by the 
same communist system. This meant that the neat little 
Pomeranian cottages that the Pomeranians had had to leave 
behind were now also owned by the State and the State had 
no intention of financing repairs or paying for new paint.

Anyone loyal to “The Party,” and there must have been a few 
somewhere, would claim that life was not so unbearable! 
After all there was no unemployment, no poverty or hunger, 
everyone had a home, one could take a vacation each year 

Life in the GDR: Trapped Behind the Iron Curtain 
by Lyne Ranalter
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STRIKE IT RICH! with Connections 2 Discoveries
Beginning on Saturday, June 15, 2019, Sacramento will host 
the second international conference of the International 
German Genealogy Partnership (IGGP). More than 700 
people are expected to attend the conference to focus on 
the history and genealogy of those with German ancestry, 
wherever they live in the world.
 
The 2019 conference follows on the Connections theme of 
the 2017 inaugural conference.
 
The “gold” theme is especially appropriate given Sacramento’s 
history. John Sutter, born as Johann August Sutter in Baden, 
in what is southwestern Germany, eventually settled in 
Sacramento Valley and built a sawmill where gold was found 
in 1848. That discovery set off the California Gold Rush. 
 
The 2019 International German Genealogy Conference, 
to be held in downtown Sacramento at the Hyatt Regency 
Hotel, will offer three days of German-centric presentations 
in multiple tracks – Geographic, Technology, Advancing Your 
Research, and more. Attendees will learn from genealogists, 
authors, historians, and archivists who are top presenters with 
advanced proficiency in their fields of study. It’s a sure bet that 
more than one visitor will shout “EUREKA!” upon learning 
something that breaks through a brick wall or offers new 
understanding of their family’s history – German and non-
German researchers alike.
 
Ms. Amy Chidester from San Diego, California, and Chair 
of the Presenters’ Team, says, “The IGGP International 
Conference has emerged as one of the top international 

Germanic genealogy conferences. We are working hard to 
exceed the standard set in 2017. If you are interested in 
the genealogy of the German-speaking peoples, this is a 
conference you cannot miss.”
 
IGGP comprises more than 100 organizations around the 
world. IGGP’s mission is “to facilitate German genealogy 
research globally as the internationally recognized federation 
of German genealogy organizations.”
 
IGGP held its first international conference in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota in 2017. Participants travelled from Europe, 
North America, South America and Australia. German 
genealogy expert and columnist for German Life Magazine, 
James M. Beidler from eastern Pennsylvania, observed. “I’ve 
been coming to genealogy conferences around the country 
for nearly 20 years. The first IGGP conference in 2017 was 
the best I’ve ever attended in terms of organization, facilities, 
program and sheer energy. I’m looking forward to Sacramento 
in 2019 to be even better!”
 
The conference is hosted by the Sacramento German 
Genealogy Society supported by a consortium of Germanic 
Genealogy Societies across the Golden State.
 
For more information, email us at conference@iggpartner.org, 
or Send mail to:
2019 IGGC
11230 Gold Express Dr. #310-415
Gold River CA 95670-4484

and the State Police made sure that there was no crime. 
Now if all this was not enough to be grateful for, one could 
always look forward to one’s name reaching the top of the 
waiting list for that brand new plastic motorcar!

Everyone could make an application for a motor car. 
Admittedly it took from ten to twelve years to arrive at the 
top of the waiting list but with a little patience you could 
eventually be the proud owner of a brand new plastic Trabi. 
It was so easy! No pouring through brochures or searching 
the internet to find the best make, model or bargain! The 
Trabi was the State Motorcar and the only one available. 
The only decision you had to make was to choose the color. 
Trabis came in shades of beige or grey. This miniature 
motor car would become the family’s pride and joy and the 
envy of all their friends that were still on the waiting list. 
On the weekends a family of four could just about manage 
to squash inside with knees tucked under their chins go for 

a spin. No one drove far in a Trabi, they were not built for 
comfort or distances. As roads were never repaired journeys 
were quite bumpy. However, as the GDR was only about the 
same size as North Carolina, no one was able to drive far 
before coming to a border where they would certainly not 
let you out!

Everyone treasured their little motorcars and became 
experts at repairs to keep them on the road as long as 
possible. The lifespan of the Trabi was about ten years but 
you were not allowed to apply for a new one until twelve 
years after the first one had been issued and then you were 
at the bottom of the waiting list again. By that time you were 
probably at retirement age and you might just be able to be 
allowed a visa to cross the border to “The West”. Obviously 
as you were no longer working the GDR no longer had need 
for you, so let “The West” pay your pension and look after 
you in your old age!



Unsere Bibliothek – Our Library
RECENT ACQUISITION 
The Bogenschneider Family History and Genealogy: 
The Babenschneider and Bogenschneider Families
Volume II, by Duane Bogenschneider, 2018, 526 pages. 

This volume includes a name index, genealogical tables, maps and photos. There is a separate name index for 
Volume II, as well as a second cumulative index for all the Babenschneiders and Bogenschneiders in both volumes and 
elsewhere. Volume II covers 35 additional Bogenschneider family groupings and eight Babenschneider family groupings. 
Babenscheider was the Low German name before many of the family members changed it to the High German 
Bogenschneider. Some family members retain the Babenschneider form of the name until the present day. These family 
groupings were located in Pomerania, Prussia in the following Kreises: Stadtkreis Stettin, Landkreis Greifenberg, Landkreis 
Naugard, Landkreis Pyritz, Stadtkreis Stargard and Landkreis Saatzig. 

Volume I is currently available from the Pommerscher Verein Freistadt store. Volume II will be available shortly.
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Things have been quiet at our Lindenwood library. 
Relentless winter seems to have kept researchers frozen 
in place so that they have not ventured out for genealogy 
help; however, requests still come in by email. At 
present, we are providing material for someone’s master 
thesis on the Old Lutheran emigration. Verein members 
and friends are invited to contact our librarian by phone 
(262-376-7641) or email: erkraft376@att.net with any 
questions relating to their Pomeranian research.

Genealogical organizations often mention things in 
their publications that are worth sharing.  Most of 
these periodicals are published quarterly and come 
from groups such as the Pommerscher Verein of 
Central Wisconsin (Dat Pommersche Blatt); Immigrant 
Genealogical Society in Burbank (Die Pommerschen 
Leute); Ostfriesen Heritage Society in Iowa (Neues Blatt); 
Max Kade Institute (Friends Newsletter); and Sacramento 
German Genealogy Society (Der Blumenbaum).

When these periodicals arrive, they are read from cover 
to cover by our librarian, who notes articles of special 
interest and cross-references them by subject, so that 

anyone browsing through the pamphlet files is alerted 
to also check a specific newsletter for more information 
on the same topic. The periodicals are then put into the 
newsletter collection that can be found in the four-
drawer metal file on the window side of our meeting 
room or in the bookcase on the opposite wall. They are 
reference materials and cannot be removed from our 
library; however, approximately one hour of browsing 
time is provided before the regular Verein meetings, so 
come early to access these files. You never know what 
you may find.

For example, did you know that it was King Friedrich 
Wilhelm III of Prussia who initiated the Iron Cross in 
1813? Yes, that guy who stubbornly tried to unite the 
Lutherans and Calvinists into one church body, which 
caused mass migrations to the US It was an effort to 
demonstrate not wealth but patriotism, a symbol of 
resistance to the French invaders (Der Blumenbaum). 

And, remember, “No matter how kind you are, German 
children will always be Kinder,” (from the Ostfriesen 
Neues Blatt).

Library Report


