
SEPTEMBER 2019

Saturday, October 12, 2019  1:00 pm                 					          Erntedankfest _________________________________________________________________________________________  
Join us as we celebrate the harvest season! Bring a dish to pass for the potluck dinner. This traditional Pomeranian 
Thanksgiving celebration begins with a social time at 1:00 pm and the meal follows at 1:30 pm. The Pommersche 
Tanzdeel returns this year to lead the “parade” and entertain afterward, so bring a decorated garden tool if you 
wish to join in the fun. Please call the Vaitls at 262-781-7155, or email them at wvaitl@wi.rr.com by Wednesday, 
October 9 to make a reservation. If you wish to share the bounty, please also bring items to donate to a local food 
pantry. 

Saturday, November 9, 2019  1:00 p.m.    					     Pomeranian Roots 2017  _________________________________________________________________________________________  
Homesick for the homeland? Want to see the land where your forefathers lived? Our sister group, the Pommerscher 
Verein of Central Wisconsin, visited Pomerania in 2017, and Dale Bartel, a member of our group, was on the tour. 
He will share highlights of his trip. Come for the show!

Friday, Saturday & Sunday                November 22-24, 2019  Holiday Folk Fair at State Fair Park _________________________________________________________________________________________
Celebrate cultures from around the world with food, music, folk dances, and cultural exhibits at the Holiday Folk 
Fair in Milwaukee. We need volunteers for our display booth. Call Jean Klug at 262-675-6354 if you can help. 

Saturday, December 14, 2019  1:00 pm            					        Weihnachtsfest_________________________________________________________________________________________
This special celebration of Pomeranian Christmas traditions is always a highlight of the year. Bring a dessert to 
share and the children and grandchildren if desired. Please call the Vaitls at 262-781-7155 or e-mail wvaitl@wi.rr.
com to make a reservation by Wednesday, December 11.

Monday, May 25 - June 6, 2020                     Pomeranian Heritage Tour to Germany and Poland_________________________________________________________________________________________
Look for details elsewhere in this newsletter!

COMING EVENTS

Email: information@pommerscher.org					                                                                             www.pommerscher.org

MEETING NOTES
Unless otherwise indicated, all meetings 
start at 1:00 pm on the 2nd Saturday of 
the month at the Lindenwood School, 

12351 N. Granville Road 111W, 
Mequon, WI 53097. 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Non-Voting Associate/Organization ... $12.00

Voting Individual ................................. $15.00

Voting Family ....................................... $20.00

Add $5 to receive newsletter by US Mail

POMMERSCHER
VEREIN FREISTADT

Post Office Box 204
Germantown, WI 53022



President’s Message

The calendar says that each season is the same length of time, 
but it always seems that summer is shorter! In June, I spoke of 
summer events, and it’s already time to think about the harvest 
season and Christmas. Before we move on, however, a wrap up 
of Pommerntag and German Fest. 

Unfortunately, the rain that was so problematic for crops and 
events this spring affected Pommerntag as well. A thunderstorm 
began about 12:45 and the rain continued until 3:00. Several 
hundred loyal people waited out the rain, but attendance was 
affected severely. If you ever had any thought of becoming a 
“Friend of Pommerntag” with a donation, now would be a 
good time! Donations are tax deductible.

On the other hand, German Fest had good weather and 
attendance. Both our genealogy and our cultural booths created 
a lot of interest. Thanks to Rose and Ernest Boggs for their 
donation of lovely “real” tablecloths for the genealogy booth 
for years to come, to Jean and Elroy Klug for their usual great 
culture booth design (as shown above), and to all the volunteers 
who helped.

We were invited to share our Pomeranian culture at the first 
Oak Creek Cultural Festival on August 3. Thanks to Terry 
Schoessow for making the cherry soup, and to Bill and Barb 
Vaitl for spending the day at the festival promoting our 
organization and handing out samples.

I’m looking forward to seeing many of you at Erntedankfest, 
the Pomeranian harvest festival, and at Weihnachtsfest, the 
Christmas celebration. They are not nearly as large as the 
summer festivals, but are always meaningful.

Because all the seasons go so quickly, Memorial Day will soon 
roll around again. This one will be different, however, because 
that is the day the travelers will depart on the Pomeranian 
Heritage Tour that our group sponsors! See elsewhere in this 
newsletter for details.

Enjoy the fall!

Tim Schoessow, President
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Welcome New Members

Leif Backus - Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Laura Block - Butte, Montana

Richard Burgess - Madison, Wisconsin

Margaret Combe - Fox Point, Wisconsin

Ann Diebel - Houston, Texas

Horst Felter - Sheboygan, Wisconsin

Robert Groeling - Hollister, California

Susan Hedrick - Madison, Wisconsin

Kristine Kurtz - Oak Creek, Wisconsin

Thomas Lemke - Denton, Texas

John Loeffler - Modesto, California

Gary Miller - Mequon, Wisconsin

Linda Noll - Waterford, Wisconsin

Lisa Pederson - Brookfield, Wisconsin

Robert Rakow - Odessa, Minnesota

William Rittwage - Glendale, California

Judith Ruf - Las Vegas, Nevada

Jim Selle - West Bend, Wisconsin

Susan Voeks - Amherst Junction, Wisconsin

Chris Von Schoening - Alexandria, Virginia

Kenneth Wirth - Fox Point, Wisconsin

Lynn Miller - Cedarburg, Wisconsin

Walter Perlick - Des Plaines, Illinois
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On fourteen panels that draw largely on images and resources 
from our Library and Archives, the exhibit covers German 
migration and settlement in Wisconsin, questions of 
ethnicity and identity in newly forged communities, and the 
cohesiveness of these communities over the decades, especially 
in times of economic crisis or war. Specific topics include 
language; print culture; religion; Amish and Mennonites; 
traditions and social clubs, education; rural and urban life; 
business; political and civic engagement; times of war; and 
immigrants and their descendants in the global world, past 
and present.

Our long-term goal is to show the exhibit in most Wisconsin 
counties. In each location, local collaborators will augment 
the exhibit with displays or programming of their own. 
Following is the schedule that has been set so far:

July 14, 2019 - Athens 
July 16, 2019-Aug 22, 2019 - Wausau
Sep 3, 2019-Sep 28, 2019 - Spring Valley
Oct 7, 2019-Oct 31, 2019 - Kiel
Nov 4, 2019-Nov 27, 2019 - Milwaukee
Jan 13, 2020-Feb 28, 2020 - Oshkosh
Mar 7, 2020-Apr 25, 2020 - Eau Claire
Summer 2020 - Trinity Freistadt Historical Site

For more information, including programming go to:
https://mki.wisc.edu/events/exhibits 

The Max Kade Institute is 
excited to announce a new 

TRAVELING EXHIBIT
Neighbors Past and Present

The Wisconsin German Experience

Riddle
What includes white chalk cliffs, 
sea breezes, Teutonic knights, 
amber, churches, castles, Hamburg, 
the Isle of Rugen, Danzig, Kolberg, 
Stettin, Berlin, AND ancestors?

Answer: The Pomeranian Heritage Tour! From 
May 25 - June 6, 2020, for $3,365 per person, round 
trip from Milwaukee via coach to O’Hare to Ham-
burg, you can join other people returning to their 
homeland or just sightseeing on an amazing journey. 
This trip includes assistance in planning, and time for 
side trips to visit your ancestor’s villages in what was 
once Pomerania, but is now northeastern Germany 
and northwestern Poland. It also includes a generous 
amount of history and fun! 

Sponsored by this organization, our guide, Lyne, is a 
super English-speaking woman who has led groups 
throughout Europe for many years. 

If we have your email, the brochure was attached 
to the note you received with this newsletter. If not, 
you may email information@pommerscher.org for an 
electronic copy. If you do not have email and wish 
to see the details, it is posted online at pommerscher.
org, or write to: Intertrav Corporation, 203 State 
Avenue, St. Charles, Illinois 60174, or call 1-800-
624-8338.

Holiday Gift Ideas
It sounds early now, but the holidays will be here 
before you know it!  If you are looking for unique 
gifts that promote your Pomeranian culture, 
our personal online store is open 24/7! Shop 
pommerscher.org for books, sweatshirts, maps, 
merchandise and more.
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Since the beginning of time to the present day, mankind 
has been building walls. Maybe they were erected to 
“keep out” undesired visitors or, alternatively, to “keep 
in” dissatisfied inhabitants. Walls have been constructed 
using wood, stone, brick or concrete. The Great Wall of 
China has survived over centuries and has become one 
of that country’s most well-known tourist sites. Many of 
Europe’s old city walls were taken down to be replaced 
by magnificent ring roads, as was the case in Vienna. 
Johann Strauss composed the “Demolition Polka” to 
commemorate the occasion. 

Many small towns, particularly in Germany, have 
succeeded in preserving their old walls. American bombs 
destroyed the town walls of Rothenburg during World 
War II, but American money then helped to rebuild them. 
Rothenburg’s walls, once built to keep out all uninvited 
guests, are now walked along daily by hundreds of visitors 
from far and wide. ln other words, walls come and walls 
go. Some stand for centuries, while others crumble. Some 
are dismantled, while others are preserved for generations 
to come.

Perhaps two of the most famous walls of our time were the 
Iron Curtain and its notorious partner, the Berlin Wall. At 
the end of World War II, the Iron Curtain, stretching from 
the Baltic Sea to the Adriatic, separated the communist 
states from the western democratic lands for the following 
decades. 

One night in 1989, the Hungarians decided to open up 
a crossing into Austria, and suddenly there was a hole in 
the Iron Curtain. The Hungarians themselves were not 
interested in fleeing into the free world on the other side, 
as Hungary was already on its way towards democracy. 
However, the news spread like wildfire, and many East 
Germans decided to take this fantastic opportunity. 
Wasting no time, they simply set off, using whatever 
transport they could find, on the long journey south to this 
open gate. (At this time restrictions had been relaxed and it 
was already possible for East German citizens to cross over 
into other communist countries and so, via Czechoslovakia, 
they could reach Hungary.) 

Within days, they were arriving in crowds on Austria’s 
doorstep. At the small sleepy Austrian border village a Red 

Cross station was set up, and soup and hot drinks were 
handed out. All immigrants were intent on reaching the 
same destination. They wanted to return to Germany but 
to the other side - the free side. Austria provided buses to 
bring them to the nearest railway station in Vienna, and 
West Germany sent trains to collect them. They were all 
absolutely penniless, as their East German marks were 
worthless in the West, but they were all happy, full of 
confidence and looking forward to starting a new life. 

This was the beginning of the end for the German 
Democratic Republic. A small number of little Trabis 
cars managed to literally puff and blow their way over the 
border. Filling stations readily topped off their tanks at 
no cost in the hope that they might just make it the last 
couple of hundred miles before breaking down completely 
and needing to be pushed. Trabis were never intended to 
cover such distances. Although at this point the wall in 
Berlin was still intact, its days were numbered.

The other wall, which surrounded West Berlin, had been 
erected almost overnight in 1961, and they paid for it 
without even having to be asked! It didn’t cost West Berlin 
a penny. The East built it to keep themselves in, and it 
worked for 28 years, until that fateful night in 1989. 

The East German Government realized that they were 
losing their working population fast and furiously via the 
now fully open borders in Hungary. They believed the 
only solution would be to open up a border crossing into 
West Berlin and allow East Berliners to apply for a visitor’s 
pass, but the news leaked. This resulted in confusion and 
absolute chaos, as hundreds of excited citizens immediately 
gathered at the wall. Suddenly, everything was out of 
control, and as soon as it became clear that the border 
guards had orders not to shoot, the crowds stormed 
forward and some, impatient to reach the other side before 
the authorities changed their minds, began to climb over. 

Throughout Europe, the United States, and perhaps the 
world, the evening television programs were interrupted 
to bring these unbelievable scenes of joy and tears, as 
complete strangers from east and west threw their arms 
around each other, while others sat astride that much hated 
wall. 

The Final Curtain for the German Democratic Republic
by Lyne Rantaler
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I was on my way to Denver and visited the bookstore at 
the airport. This book was on the top of a pile of books 
and called to me. I knew in general what the CCC was 
during the Depression, but did not realize how extensive 
the program was in Wisconsin and throughout the 
nation. Between 1933 and 1942 almost one hundred 
thousand young men enrolled in the CCC and lived and 
worked in Wisconsin alone. This program was part of 
the New Deal legislation to combat high unemployment 
during the Great Depression. The time between the 
bill being passed and the first men arriving at the first 
camp was one month. They built the camp when they 
arrived - simple. The program was run in cooperation 

between the Army and the National Park Service with 
the UW Extension Service helping with education. A 
very interesting and informative read.

As a genealogist, I would have loved to have seen a roster 
of the men who were enrollees. If you can’t find a young 
man where you expect him in the 1940 census, he may 
be at one of these camps, so be open to that possibility. 
If you know of someone who was in the camp, do a 
Google search “Civilian Conservation Corp enrollees.” It 
will take you to The National Archives in St Louis, and 
you can follow the procedure for requesting information 
for a specific person. Happy hunting!

The Berlin Wall was demolished almost faster than it was 
erected. Citizens of both East and West Berlin hammered 
and hacked at it. The feeling was that it had claimed over 
a hundred lives, and should be destroyed as quickly as 
possible. 

However, suddenly there were requests from all around 
the world for pieces. Everyone seemed to want a bit, cost 
what it may! Overnight, the wall had become a gold mine. 
Segments of the Berlin Wall are now spread around the 
globe, from South Africa to Australia and from Canada to 
Mexico. A nice chunk even went to Vatican City. By far the 
greatest number of chunks of the second-hand wall crossed 
the Atlantic, and are in fact to be found all over your land, 
from California to the New York Island. According to 
Wikipedia, one piece is to be found in the gents’ restroom 
of the New Station Street Casino, Las Vegas.

Soon there was very little wall left in the city of Berlin, 
but luckily it was decided to preserve a short stretch, 
the famous Eastside Gallery, as a reminder of that dark 
part of Germany’s history. This is now one of the most 
photographed sites of modern Berlin. The hundreds and 

thousands of bits and pieces of rubble produced during the 
dismantling have also not gone to waste. Berlin is now one 
of Germany’s most popular tourist centres, and for a couple 
of paper dollars you can pick up a piece of that Berlin 
Wall to take home as a nice souvenir. Now, if that’s not a 
bargain! It fits into the suitcase and won’t get squashed! 
Even thirty years later, the tourists continue to buy, and 
the souvenir stands thrive. Supplies never seem to run out. 
Who knows, maybe those small pieces of “Genuine Berlin 
Wall” are now made in Hong Kong!
 
So looking through the pages of history, we can conclude 
that sooner or later, all walls seem to fall into the hands of 
the tourist industry, with day trips to see the wall and take 
selfies and a few stands selling local products, postcards, 
T-Shirts, fridge-magnets, bottles of water, and coffee-to-go. 
Complete with expensive, but clean restrooms, what more 
could a tourist wish for? Berlin has proved it, a wall can be 
big business.

Note: The author of this article is the tour guide of our 
Pomeranian trip scheduled for spring 2020. She currently 
lives in Austria and has led tours throughout Europe.

The Civilian Conservation Corps in Wisconsin: 
Nature’s Army at Work

By Jerry Apps
Published by Wisconsin Historical Society Press

Review by Dorothy Demaske Boxhorn
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Pastor Gustav Lenz, who served as pastor from July 
4, 1835 to June 28, 1846, related in his memoirs, Ein 
Frühlingleben, that the name Gützlaffshagen most likely 
originated from the family name Gützlaff (Gudslaff, 
Gudslaus), a Wendish knight who lived on the so-called 
neighboring Schloßberg. The ending 
“hagen” is of Germanic origin, and 
Pastor Lenz felt that the original 
German settlers may have been 
from Westphalen, resettled there 
by the monks from the bishopric at 
Cammin or by the monks at Belbuck 
(founded 1170) sometime after the 
Christianization of Pomerania in 1124. 
As further evidence of Westphalian 
origins, Lenz compared the nearly 
identical style of farmsteads in the 
Gützlaffshagen area to those found in 
Westphalen.

As early as 1287 the von Bevenhusen 
family owned the village and 
surrounding area. In 1315, Heinrich 
von Bevenhusen bequeathed his estate to the diocese of 
Cammin. Pastor Lenz noted that Daniel Cramer, in his 
book Pommerscher Kirchengeschichte of 1603, wrote that the 
village and surrounding countryside were sold to the abbot 
of Belbuck by the Bishop of Cammin on January 7, 1407 
for 2,200 marks. That sale was apparently much disputed 
to the point that it came before Pope Martin V in 1420, 
the fourth year of his reign as pope. The pope sent a letter 
to the deaconate in Kolberg questioning for whose benefit 
this sale had occurred, the bishop’s or the abbot’s. He 
further questioned whether the sale had taken place under 
the authority of Rome, since no record of the sale existed 
during the time of the Western Schism within the Catholic 
Church when three contenders each claimed to be pope. In 
his book Cramer commented, “One couldn’t so much as 
stick one’s fingers in the ashes or do anything else without 
the pope sticking his nose into the situation!” About the 
year 1530, the von Kleist family took possession of the 
village after the dissolution of the abbey at Belbuck.
The village church served Gützlaffshagen, Glansee, 
and Zimdarse. Between the years 1709 and 1843 the 
congregation had grown from about 500 to 1,400 souls. 

No mention is made of the saint in whose honor the 
church was named.

The chancel (altar area) is the oldest portion of the church 
and dates back as far as the third quarter of the thirteenth 
century, making it among the oldest church buildings 

in Pomerania. This rectangular chancel 
was constructed of regularly coursed 
granite blocks and has a distinctively 
carved granite door arch on its south side 
that now leads into the sacristy (added 
in the nineteenth century). A niche in 
the east wall for the reserved sacrament 
still exists. The gothic vaulted brick 
ceiling of the chancel dates to the early 
1400s. Originally, a windowless side 
chapel called “De Godeskammer” (God’s 
Chamber), built of granite blocks with 
an arched ceiling, was attached to the 
north side of the chancel. Pastor Lenz 
felt it probably was used in connection 
with “Frühmessen” (Early masses) and 
commemorative masses for the dead in 

pre-Reformation times. In the mid-nineteenth century it 
was torn down and replaced with a brick addition.

The nave of the church was the second stage of the 
building’s construction. The lower walls were built of 
randomly placed field stone. The upper nave walls are of 
brick construction. Evidence of more extensive foundation 
walls exists and suggests the original plan for the church 
would have had a nave wider than the chancel. This plan 
was never carried out. Originally the nave had narrow 
arched windows, later replaced with larger arc-topped 
window openings. The nave has a flat wooden beamed 
ceiling.

The tower was the final stage of the church’s construction. 
The lower stories of the tower are also constructed of 
randomly laid granite field stone. The upper portion 
of the tower is constructed of brick and decorated with 
inset gothic arches. The original steeple of the church 
likely disappeared sometime during the 30 Years War in 
the 17th century. The present tower roof dates to 1757 
and originally was topped with an open-work cupola. 
The cupola was removed sometime after WWII. The two 

Die Gützlaffshagener Kirche
by Leon Raether
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remaining tower bells date to 1594 (recast in 1868) and 
1737 (recast in 1806). A third bell, undated, was removed 
during World War II.

Until the end of the Second World War, the large east 
chancel window was stained glass divided into 36 panels, 
the center-piece of which was a crucifixion scene. Under 
the center panel, in Plattdeutsch was the inscription “Also 
het God de Welt gelewt, dat he sienen ienigen Sohn gaw!” 
(God so loved the world, that he gave his one and only 
son.) It dated to 1598 and contained the names of the 
twelve Glansee families who had sponsored the window. 
It has since been replaced with a modern stained glass 
depiction of the Holy Family.

The altar dated to the first decade 1600s and featured 
three paintings. The predella immediately above the altar 
table depicted the Lord’s Supper; above it, the center-
piece was the Crucifixion; and above that the Burial of 
Christ. The altar piece was surmounted by a carved statue 
of Christ Victorious over Satan depicted as a dragon. The 
center painting was flanked by statues depicting Faith and 
Charity. Statues of Moses and David flanked the burial 
painting. After 1945, the altar was removed from the 
church. However, several of its decorative elements still 
remain in the building.

Over the church entrance doors was the inscription, “Die 
Thür ist Jesus selbst, wer gehet ein und aus Durch ihn, hat 
Weide satt and kommt ins Himmelshaus.” (The door is 
Jesus himself, whoever goes in and out through him is fed 
from his pastures and comes into the house of heaven.)

The pulpit, still in place, dates to 1725. Richly carved 
and decorated, it is supported by a carved female figure. 
The sounding board roof above it was carved to resemble 
clouds of heaven and had two carved “putti” heads peering 
from it. The entrance to the “Beichtstuhl” (confessional) 
attached to the pulpit originally had the script 
“Lehr-, Wehr-, Straf-, Zucht-, und Trost-Stuhl.” 
(Teaching, Fighting, Chastising, Training, and 
Comfort Seat) and also the words “Da, Christe, gratiam 
laboribus meis!” (Grant, Christ, grace to my work.)

The 1721 carved baroque baptismal angel suspended from 
the chancel arch is said to have been given to a church in 
the former Kolberger Kreis in 1948.

During Pastor Lenz’s tenure at Gützlaffshagen, the organ 
loft was adorned with ten painted panels depicting the 
creation of the world. The paintings had the following 
inscriptions: 

1.  Das ganze Rund hat Gott gemacht, Aus einem Nichts 
herfürgebracht. (The whole sphere God made, brought it 
forth out of nothing.)
2.  Am ersten Schöpfungstag, Sprach Gott, “Es werde 
Licht!” (On the first day of creation, God said, “Let there 
be light!”)
	3.  Am anderen ward der Bau Des Himmels zugericht. 
(On another the creation of the heavens were finished.)
	4.  Der dritte gab der Welt Gras, Blumen, Laub und 
Kraut. (The third gave the world grass, flowers, foliage, and 
herbs.)
	5.  Am vierten ward darauf Das Firmament gebaut. (On 
the fourth the firmaments were made.)
	6.  Der fünfte hat den Fisch- Und Vogelsang gebracht. 
(The fifth brought fish and bird song.)
	7.  Am sechsten ward das Vieh Und auch der Mensch 
gemacht. (On the sixth cattle and man were made.)
	8.  Aus Adams Rip’ hat Gott gebaut Ein Weib und sie 
ihm angetraut. (From Adam’s rib God made a woman and 
united her to him.)
	9.  Adam, bist du so vermessen, Wie kannst du Gott so 
bald vergessen? (Adam, are you so rash, how could you 
forget God so quickly?)
	10.  Adam, wärst du treu geblieben, So würdest du nicht 
ins Elend getrieben. (Adam, if you had remained faithful, 
you wouldn’t have been driven out in misery.)

During Pastor Lenz’s tenure, the congregation purchased a 
new pipe organ for 500 Thaler in 1838.

After World War II Gützlaffshagen was renamed Gosław 
and the church became Roman Catholic. The parish was 
named Chrystusa Króla (Christ the King). The cemetery 
which once occupied the church yard is no longer in use, 
but fragments of tombstones and some iron crosses have 
been preserved. The interior decorative elements of the 
church were significantly altered and the room now reflects 
changes effected by the Vatican II movement. Inscriptions 
in German were either painted over or removed. A fifteenth 
century 3-meter-long crucifix, originally in the church at 
Robe, now hangs from the chancel arch. In the church 
yard, the obelisk memorial to those soldiers of the village 
who died in World War I is now surmounted with a statue 
of Christ. The parish, which still serves the former villages 
of Gützlaffshagen (Gosław), Glansee (Gołańcz Pomorska), 
and Zimdarse (Siemidarżno), has had its own resident 
priest since 1973.

Editor’s note: This town was Gützlaffshagen, Kreis Greifenberg, 
Pommern, Preussen and now is Goslaw, Zachodnio-Pomorskie, Poland.



Unsere Bibliothek – Our Library

New Acquisitions
Thiel, William G. The Family of Carl Friedrich Wilhelm Achterberg and Emelie Zielke 
Achterberg. Self-published, Eau Claire, Wisconsin, 2018.
Donated by the author in 2019. Traces the lives of the Achterberg and Zielke family starting in Kreis Dramburg, Pommern to Wisconsin in 
1891 and through the 1930s. Has a brief history of Pomerania as well as a brief history of living conditions for the people in Pomerania and 
Wisconsin. Includes maps, photos and transcriptions of documents found in Wisconsin for the Achterberg family.

Mueller, Robert I, My German Ancestors (Meine Deutschen Vorfahren). Self-published, Punta 
Gorda, FL, 2019. Donated by the author July 2019. Families of Bathke, Bergmann, Bruckmueller, Grueschow, Lemke, Mueller, Rusch, 
Simon. Includes descriptions, photos and maps of many trips taken by the author in search of the ancestor’s roots in Germany, Poland and 
the US. Has family group sheets, many photos and biographical material on each line. 

Christrose Von Schoening traveled from Alexandria, VA to attend Pommerntag at the end of June. With her she brought two historic 
pictures of Barth which are now hanging in the PVF library. Barth was previously in Kreis Stralsund, Pommern, Prussia but is now in 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, Germany. Thank you for thinking of PVF, Christrose.

Several nearby church records have 
been added to the PVF library:

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Fort Atkinson, Jefferson Co., WI.
photocopies of marriages from 1868-1935 and burials from
1868-1936.

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Kirchhayn, Washington Co., WI.
photocopies of baptisms 1847-1967, marriages 1847-1974, burials 
1850-1972, confirmation 1859-1930.

Emmanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church, Hartford, 
Washington Co., WI. records from 1850-1970.

Immanual Lutheran Church, Theresa, Dodge Co., WI
transciptions of German records including baptisms 1848-1899, 
confirmations 1854-1863, burials 1864-1899.

Immanual Lutheran Church of Lebanon, Watertown, WI.
transcriptions of German records including baptisms 1844-1860, 
confirmation 1845-1860, marriages 1844-1860, burials 1845-1914.

Trinity Lutheran Church, Huilsburg, Herman, Dodge Co., WI
records beginning 1863.

Zion Ev. Lutheran Church, Theresa, Dodge Co., WI
records 1867-2000.
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Library Update
Due to health reasons, PVF Librarian Elaine Kraft, has moved to 
be closer to her family. We will miss her knowledge of the local 
area as it relates to Pomerania. In her absence Linda Herrick has 
taken over the librarian duties. 
 
Library hours are flexible by giving the librarian prior notice. 
The library is open for one hour for browsing or researching prior 
to regularly scheduled meeting times on the second Saturday of 
the month.  Open library times are 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. for 
researchers; 1:00 p.m. for the meeting on the second Saturday of 
the month. Please note that there are no Verein meetings in April 
or August, and no research time is scheduled for October (Ernte-
dankfest) or December (Weihnachtsfest) 
 
Genealogy helping sessions are held on an individual basis 
by appointment. Contact Linda Herrick at 
genealogy@pommerscher.org
 
Pommerscher Verein Freistadt Library Fees:
 Following are the fees per individual for on-site use of the PVF 
Library:
	 PVF full membership…………........FREE
	 PVF associate membership...........$5.00/day
	 Non-members................................$10.00/day
 
Contact Linda Herrick at dherrick1947@gmail.com in order to 
gain entrance to the PVF library at Lindenwood. There are no 
fees for browsing or researching at regular meetings.


