
DECEMBER 2019

MEETING NOTES

Unless otherwise indicated, all meetings start 
at 1:00 pm at the Lindenwood School, 

12351 N. Granville Road 111W, 
Mequon, WI 53097. 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Non-Voting Associate/Organization ... $12.00

Voting Individual ............................... $15.00

Voting Family .................................... $20.00

Add $5 to receive newsletter by US Mail

POMMERSCHER
VEREIN FREISTADT

Post Office Box 204
Germantown, WI 53022

January 2020                                                                                                NO Meeting This Month _________________________________________________________________________________________  
Do not come to Lindenwood, because everyone with keys will be staying home to keep warm.

Saturday, February 8, 2020, 1:00 p.m.			                  The Wisconsin German Experience   _________________________________________________________________________________________  
Mark Louden, a member of our group and professor of German studies and Director of the Max Kade Institute at 
University of Wisconsin in Madison, will present the process of the making of “Neighbors Past and Present: The 
Wisconsin German Experience.” This display, which is traveling throughout the Midwest, is a series of fourteen 
panels that draw largely on images and resources from the MKI Library and Archives. The exhibit covers German 
migration and settlement in Wisconsin, questions of ethnicity and identity in newly forged communities, and the 
cohesiveness of these communities over the decades, especially in times of economic crisis or war. Specific topics 
include language; print culture; religion; Amish and Mennonites; traditions and social clubs, education; rural and 
urban life; business; political and civic engagement; times of war; and immigrants and their descendants in the 
global world, past and present. The display will be on exhibit locally at the Trinity-Freistadt Historical Site during 
the summer of 2020.  

Saturday, March 14, 2020, 1:00 p.m.				           Foods of Our Forefathers, Part II  _________________________________________________________________________________________
Dan Boehlke, horticulturalist, will return to present a second installment to the talk begun in the fall of 2018. We 
will explore further the foods and recipes that were popular when our forefathers came to America. While most of 
the food, chemicals, herbs and spices, and flavor additives that we know today were known by the mid 1800s, some 
of the uses may have been quite different based on economics or just prevailing tastes of the time. Historical recipes 
will be explored and techniques will be discussed. 

Friday, April 3, 2020 					        Freistadt Heritage Foundation Fundraiser _________________________________________________________________________________________
Save the date for the annual fundraiser at the Circle B Recreation Center in Cedarburg. Dinner, silent auction, all-
evening entertainment. More details in the next Rundschreiben issue.

COMING EVENTS

Email: information@pommerscher.org					                                                                             www.pommerscher.org
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President’s Message
Dear Fellow Members,

I was excited to learn that the Pomeranian Heritage Tour, sponsored by our group for May 25-June 6, 2020, has 
enough people signed up to ensure that it will go! There is room for more people to join, however. People often ask, 
what if I live in another part of the country, or I will already be in Europe? Could I join the tour? The answer is 
“yes.” You can either make your own arrangements to fly to O’Hare, or meet the group directly in Hamburg. Also, 
this trip allows time and assistance in leaving the tour for a day or an afternoon to travel to your family’s villages, etc. 
InterTrav, the travel agency, is very good at accommodating people in both of these areas. For more information, you 
may download a brochure from our website, email information@pommerscher.org, or write to request a copy.

As you might remember from the last issue of newsletter, Pommerntag, our premier cultural event, was nearly rained 
out last summer. About half of the usual number of people attended because of the storm. As you renew your 
membership this month, please consider adding a donation to help balance the budget to make up for this loss.

In this holiday season, I offer a huge THANK YOU to the small group of people who 
work so hard at keeping this organization alive. So many cultural groups of our type are 
dying because of lack of participation. I appreciate the many contributions of Barbara 
Vaitl, who served faithfully as secretary for 14 years. I also appreciate Marian Held, 
who agreed to step into the secretarial position; Rose Boggs, who agreed to serve on 
the board; and Linda Herrick, who has become librarian in addition to her many 
other duties. 

I also thank Ron and Elaine Kraft for their countless hours of contributions 
throughout the years. They were the first to begin our genealogical database. 
Elaine worked as librarian for years and also helped dozens of folks find their 
roots. The list of their contributions goes on and on. We wish them well. 

Have a great holiday season!

Tim Schoessow
President

President:  Tim Schoessow (2020)

Vice President:  Dale Herrick (2021)

Secretary:  Marian Held (2021)

Treasurer:  Shaw Bridges (2020)

Director:  Rose Boggs (2020)

Director:  Anne Bridges (2021)

Director:  Jean Klug (2021)

2020 BOARD MEMBERS All PVF memberships 
expire December 31, 2019. 
Please renew soon to 
keep your membership 

current and to keep our 
bookkeeping simple.
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KILBOURNTOWN
This marker, which stands in downtown 
Milwaukee, is very visible evidence of the 
Pomeranian influence and contributions to 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. It can be seen on North 
Old World Third Street, just south of West 
Juneau Avenue. The marker is included in the 
Wisconsin Historical Society marker series 
which places signs like this at historical sites 
across the State of Wisconsin.

Signage Text:
In this vicinity, Kilbourntown, one of the three 
original Milwaukee settlements, was founded by 
surveyor and land speculator Byron Kilbourn 
in 1835. Kilbourntown’s first residents were 
entrepreneurs from the East. In 1839, a small 
group of German immigrants from Pomerania 
arrived in Kilbourntown, heralding a major 
19th-century immigration of German settlers. 
Concentrated in Kilbourntown, this German 
population helped Milwaukee become known as 
the “most German city” in the United States. 
By the 20th century, Kilbourntown’s German 
population had substantially dispersed, and the 
area became a community of rich ethnic diversity 
in the heart of downtown Milwaukee.

Leroy Boehlke Honored
Leroy Boehlke, a charter member of the Pommerscher Verein 
Freistadt, was honored as “German American of the Year” by the 
German-American Societies of Milwaukee, Inc. on October 6, 
2019. Leroy has written books about Pomeranian and German 
history and culture, led multiple tours to Germany, served as 
president of this group, chaired Pommerntag, and contributed in 
countless other ways to our group. He has also served on the 
German Fest board and in other German groups as well. The 
Wisconsin State Legislature also presented him with a plaque for 
his contributions. Congratulations on this well deserved honor!



The Order of the Brothers of the German Hospice of St Mary 
was founded with the support of the Pope at the end of the 
12th Century to provide care and shelter for Christians on 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land. This was a religious order and 
all that entered had sworn to a life of poverty, chastity, and 
obedience, and to heal and help those in need. During the 
Third Crusade (1189-1192), which was an attempt to free the 
town of Jerusalem from the Muslim Saracens, this German 
order did in fact take care of the sick and wounded. However, 
eventually the brothers also learned the art of wielding a 
sword, and the order turned into a fully fit fighting force of 
knights in shining armor. The head of their order had the title 
of Grand Master. The 
German, or Teutonic 
Knights as they are 
often called, were easily 
identified in battle by 
the white tunics with 
a black cross which 
they wore over their 
chain mail. They were 
not the only religious 
brotherhood that 
fought in the Crusades. 
The Templar Knights 
and the Knights of the 
Order of St. John were 
also in the Holy Land.

The city of Jerusalem 
never fell to the Christian forces and eventually the crusaders 
returned to Europe. The Teutonic Knights were now a 
well equipped army but without a castle or a mission. Not 
for long, as the King of Hungary was having difficulty 
in protecting his border to the east. He now invited the 
Teutonic Order into his land to help. This mission was soon 
successfully completed, but those bold monks in their shining 
armour were now becoming rather arrogant and a little too 
enthusiastic for battle and power. The Hungarians decided 
that they had outstayed their welcome and expelled them.

The monks were jobless and homeless once more, but not 
without means. The order was funded by the Pope and the 
Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire, both of whom wanted 
to ensure that it remained a strong force, able to protect 
Christian lands from the continual pagan and Muslim threats. 
The Prince of the Duchy of Masovia was the next ruler to 
invite the Teutonic Knights into his territory. Masovia was a 
Baltic land inhabited by Poles and whose borders were under 

constant attack from the pagan Prussians. The order, now 
older and wiser, handled out a clever agreement, whereby the 
knights should be allowed to hold any territory that they freed 
of paganism. This was the birth of the large Monastic State of 
the Teutonic Order, which was to stretch on either side of the 
River Weichsel (Vistula), far beyond Gdansk (Danzig) in the 
west and right up the Baltic sea coast in the east, including 
what today is Estonia. The area of New Mark on the River 
Oder just south of Stettin was also included. This means that 
some of the east Pomeranian ancestral towns and villages were 
under Teutonic rule at some period in history and explains 
why some village names have changed three or even four 

times.

Over the years, the 
medieval battle dress 
developed from a 
relatively light and 
flexible chainmail 
into a complete plate 
metal suit of armor, 
over which they still 
wore their white tunics 
with the distinguishing 
black cross. Clad from 
head to toe in 35 to 55 
pounds of steel, it was 
surely quite a feat for 
these valiant warriors 
to mount a horse or 

even see where they were going. It must have been quite a 
task for any toppled-over knight to pick himself up and get 
all his bits and pieces of scrap metal back together. His gait 
may have been clumsy but the faith was strong and thus for 
the next couple of decades this army of Christian tin soldiers 
rattled and crashed onward as to war with their banner of 
the black cross going on before. Just the sight and deafening 
crescendo of this advancing tin can army must have been 
enough to scare the living daylights out of any foe. Pagans 
who stayed around long enough to fight, and by some miracle 
survive the battle, were forced to take on the Christian faith. 
If they refused, they were driven out or even slaughtered. So 
in this brutal way, in the 13th century, the Prussians were 
Christianized and the Teutonic Knights created a German 
state in the center of Europe, over which they themselves 
ruled with an iron hand.

Most of the knights were of German origin and from noble 
families that were able to pay the brotherhood a high dowry. 
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The Monks in Shining Armor
by Lyne Ranalter
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They were now prosperous enough to be able to 
employ mercenaries to boost their forces. They 
built about 150 mighty castles to protect their 
borders and many of these still stand today. The 
most impressive was the Marienburg, which was 
appropriately named after their patron St. Mary. 
The Marienburg, the world’s largest red brick 
castle complex, was the seat of the Grand Master 
and the administration centre of their monastic 
state. During this time, many German settlers 
wandered into the region to farm the land which had become 
very sparsely populated due to the knights’ rather bloodthirsty 
method of dealing with the original local pagan population.

The Teutonic Order ensured that law and order reigned, but 
they had now become too ambitious for power and wanted 
even more land. They began to encroach upon both Polish 
and Lithuanian territory. As these regions were already 
Christian, there was no justification for this and it resulted in 
almost two centuries of bloody conflict between the Teutonic 
and Polish forces. The armor of those bold knights was now 
tarnished and they were becoming just a little too big for 
their tin boots. In 1410 at the disastrous Battle of Grünwald 
a combined Polish and Lithuanian army was able to defeat 
the Teutonic army. This was the beginning of the end of the 
Teutonic State.

Now history was never straight forward and borders have 
never remained in one place for long. It would take pages 
to go into any detail about the downfall of the illustrious 
Teutonic Knights, so we shall just cut this long and extremely 
complicated story short. Over the following years they 
continually lost parts of their territory. Due to his alliance 

with Poland, the Emperor stopped funding 
them and even the Pope had probably disowned 
them by now. They could no longer pay their 
mercenaries or all their bills. Nobody loves a 
poor man and the Grand Master abdicated, 
and converted to the Lutheran faith to accept 
the title of Duke of Prussia. Prussia now had 
a Lutheran ruler but at this time was part of 
Poland which was, and still is, Catholic. As this 
is supposed to be an abridged version, let’s just 

simply say that the order now had to concede all parts of its 
territory that had converted to Lutheranism but was allowed 
to keep the Catholic bits.

By simply skipping over a couple of hundred years and 
landing in the early 19th century, we now find that Napoleon 
Bonapart has played havoc with the map of Europe, dissolved 
the Teutonic Order and completely stripped it of all its 
property. Napoleon may have been a clever soldier, but 
eventually he, too, became far too big for his little French 
boots. After his big fall, the Heads of Europe put back the 
borders to where they thought they should be. The Teutonic 
Order was again revived but only as a small charitable 
organization without property, just as it had been on its 
foundation 600 years earlier. 

The order was forbidden by Hitler, but the word Teutonic 
was often featured in Nazi propaganda material. In 1945, the 
order was once again brought to life and still exists in small 
numbers in Germany, Austria, the Czech Republic, Slovakia 
and Slovenia. The motto is “to help those in need”. There is 
still a Grand Master whose seat is the Deutschordenskirche in 
the city centre of Vienna.

Visit the Library
Library hours are flexible by contacting librarian, Linda 
Herrick, at herrick47@wi.rr.com for an appointment. 
The fees per individual for on-site use of the PVF Li-
brary are: PVF full membership - FREE; PVF associate 
membership - $5.00/day; Non-members - $10.00/day.

The library is also open for one hour for browsing or 
researching prior to regularly scheduled meeting times 
on the second Saturday of the month. Open library 
times are 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. for researchers on the 
second Saturday of the months of February, March, 
May, June, September, and November. There are no fees 
for browsing before the 1:00 meetings

Genealogy Help
Genealogy helping sessions are held on an individual 
basis by appointment. Contact Linda Herrick at 
genealogy@pommerscher.org for assistance with 
research. 

If you are going on the 2020 Pomeranian Heritage Tour 
and hope to see where your ancestors came from but 
are not sure of the location, contact Linda to arrange a 
time to meet to work on the solution to your problem. 
But don’t wait until the week before the trip to seek this 
information! It takes time to solve problems like this, 
and InterTrav needs time to arrange a way for you to 
see your ancestors’ place of origin.
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Connecting the Past With the Present Through mypomerania.com

Share Your Pomeranian Ancestry
After extensive testing, My Pomerania is proud to 
announce open public registration for the Family Tree 
Search: Ortsfamilienbuch. This enables you to share 
what you know about your Pomeranian lineage.

About the Project
In 1982, Myron Gruenwald published the first issue 
of Die Pommerschen Leute with the expressed goals to 
connect researchers through their immigrant ancestors 
and share with each other the accumulated information 
of the life of our ancestors in Europe and their new life 
in the US.

At the time, Myron’s work was the first of its kind, 
generating a tremendous amount of interest in such a 
relatively short period of time. His work was turned 
over to the IGS in 1999, at which point his database 
contained over 122,000 names.

In the last twenty years since, the resources for 
discovering one’s family history have become more 
widely available, but typically at a price as companies 
have rushed to the scene to monetize peoples’ interests 
and gobble up contracts for exclusive rights to records. 
Smaller publications have ceased printing but copyright 
laws have kept that data safeguarded despite a number 
of them going defunct with few circulating copies 
available. Other surviving groups have only just started 
making their research available to the public with 
some opting to continue closed-door “members only” 
policies. And most recently, the EU enacted stricter 
privacy laws which they deemed appropriate. Simply 
put, despite technological advances that should make 
connecting researchers easier, the last twenty years have 
turned a two-edged sword on sharing genealogical 
research.

So why go through the trouble to creating yet 
another database for research?

The goal is simple. Through shared work and 
collaboration, together we can rebuild a more 
complete picture of our Pomeranian ancestry. Trees 
can be connected, and along with them, the lives 
of descendants through a shared cultural heritage, 
one seemingly lost in time to the ravages of war and 
division.
One part of the effort with the Family Tree Search 
is to allow users to submit their contact information 
along with their trees, much like what Myron aimed to 
accomplish through his printed newsletter over 35 years 
ago. Brick walls and difficult points in research can be 
identified. Those sharing their genealogy also have the 
option of writing an editorial about their family and 
whom they are interested in finding; these can then 
be published on the web for others searching the same 
families to find and make connections. By posting 
what they are looking for so others can find them, 
researchers around the world can meet each other and 
their interests.

This effort aims to accomplish a number of goals:
	 •	 sharing Pomeranian lineages as Myron Gruenwald 	
		  did, but in the age of technology
	 •	 staying in compliance with EU laws
	 •	 connecting Pomeranian researchers
	 •	 making research accessible, open-source, and free 		
		  to the public

As Myron stated best in his first newsletter, “The 
success of this venture is dependent on YOU... 
We want to share what YOU know with all of our 
readers.” Genealogy is a team sport. We are stronger 
together. We are more informed when sharing our 
knowledge with each other. My Pomerania’s mission is 
to connect researchers with each other, help them find 
their ancestry, and preserve Pomeranian history for 
generations to come--all for free without charging you 
a nickel. 



Pommerscher Verein Freistadt Rundschreiben  •  December 2019

Pomeranian Genealogy Section Has Been Updated 
Are you…
•	 a genealogical researcher doing work in Pomerania? 
•	 looking for specific church and civil records for an ancestor?
•	 learning about Pomeranian culture and recipes? 
•	 seeking a map for a specific Pomeranian Kreis or Stadt? 
•	 interested in learning more about the area where your ancestors came from in Pommern? 
•	 looking for a database that might contain your ancestor’s name?
•	 curious about what an “Old Lutheran” is?
•	 sure your ancestor is not from Pommern, Cochem-Zell as you cousin’s web page says?
•	 looking for vendors who sell books and other materials about Pomerania?
•	 interested in joining a society focusing on the Pomeranian area?
•	 looking for literature about the expulsion of Pomeranians after World War II?
•	 thinking about joining a mailing list which focuses on Pommern?
•	 hoping to find a family history already in existence which contains your family name?
•	 seeking a translation for a German word found in a church or civil record?
•	 trying to learn about Pomeranian history?
•	 confused about Pomeranian governmental districts?
•	 searching for a German or Polish library or archive for 
	 more information on Pomerania?

If so, check out the numerous Pomeranian Genealogy links on the 
web site of the Pommerscher Verein Freistadt. You can find the link 
to “Pomeranian Genealogy” in the red bar on the left of most 
Pommerscher Verein Freistadt web pages. Or here is the direct link 
to the section: https://pommerscher.org/cpage.php?pt=30

The existing links have been checked and updated, plus many new 
links were added in October 2019. If a researcher is doing genealogy 
work in Pomerania, there is a lot of great information available here. 
Hopefully you can find the answers to some of your questions about 
Pomerania in these links.

Our goal is the same as yours: to find our ancestors. 

I created this site knowing that if I shared my research, 
it might benefit someone else somewhere in the world. 
Research does no good sitting on shelves or in forgotten 
notebooks. Freeing our knowledge with the world, no 
matter how large or small, can make a difference for 
others desperately seeking their ancestry. I encourage you 
to be a part of our community. Join our efforts and share 
what you know about your Pomeranian heritage.

So what can you do to help?
•	 Build your family tree.
•	 Be a guest author for our website.
•	 Paid for archival records? So have we. Share them so 
others can access them for free.

Together, we can piece together the fragments of our 
histories and build a larger picture of our ancestors.

Chris DeWuske
Editor and Administrator, mypomerania.com

New Members

Anna Beyersdorf - Elmhurst, Illinois

Richard Eddy - Lynden, Washington

Terry Kaiser - Oshkosh, Wisconsin

Barbara Pappe - Sussex, Wisconsin

Lois Ristow - Chetek, Wisconsin

Jeffrey Schiffman - Carlos, Minnesota

Harlie Zahr - Green Bay, Wisconsin

Linda Reed - New Berlin, Wisconsin



Unsere Bibliothek – Our Library

RECENT ACQUISITIONS 
Minert, Roger P. German Census Records 1816-1916: The when, where, and how of a valuable genealogical 
resource. Orting, WA: Family Roots Pub. Co., 2016.
Researchers can now learn where and when German census records were compiled, as well as why and how. 
The author also describes German state by state the content of census records and explains how surviving census 
documents can be located. Includes bibliographical references and index.
Donated by Vera Sweeney, September 2019.

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church Records, Cedar Creek, Jackson, Washington, WI
Records 1866 - 1883. Photocopies of original church records.

Howitt, William and William Harbutt Dawson. Life in Germany: Selected Portions of Three Works on German 
Life in 1842, 1844 and 1901. Janesville, WI: Origins, 2003.
A reprint of three articles: The Rural and Domestic Life of Germany, pub. 1842; German Experiences: Addressed to 
the English; both Stayers at Home, and Goers Abroad, pub. 1844; German Life in Town and Country, pub. 1901. 
Indexed.

Uncapher, Wendy Zastrow and Linda Zastrow Herrick. Zastrow Family from Naugard, Pommern to Wisconsin, 
1846-2019, Saukville, WI, 2019.
Includes ancestors from Pflugrade and Hohen Schönau, Kreis Naugard, Pomerania. The family includes Zastrow, 
Brummund, Spielman, and Mack surnames. Included are family group sheets, photos, and family memories. 
Donated by the author November 2019.
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Art & Architecture
Atlases
Churches
Cookbooks
Dictionaries
English Literature
Family Histories
German Literature - Germany
German Literature - Pommern

Kreis
Learning German
Maps
Military
Old Lutherans
Periodicals
Plattdeutsch
Pommern Culture
Pommern Guides

Pommern Photos
Religion
Research Guides
Ships & Passengers
Special Reference
Surnames
Travel
Wisconsin 

PVF LIBRARY HOLDINGS
The PVF library at Lindenwood has a full wall of bookcases filled with great material for researchers. Here are some 
of the categories that the materials are shelved under: 

Some of the collection is in English and some is written in German. But there are German/English dictionaries 
available on the shelf in the library or online on the PVF computer. Some categories hold quite a lot of material 
and others are more sparse. Come and browse the shelves for great finds!


