
MARCH 2020

MEETING NOTES

Unless otherwise indicated, all meetings start 
at 1:00 pm at the Lindenwood School, 

12351 N. Granville Road 111W, 
Mequon, WI 53097. 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Non-Voting Associate/Organization ... $12.00

Voting Individual ............................... $15.00

Voting Family .................................... $20.00

Add $5 to receive newsletter by US Mail

POMMERSCHER
VEREIN FREISTADT

Post Office Box 204
Germantown, WI 53022

Friday, April 3, 2020, 5:30 p.m.	               Freistadt Heritage Foundation Fundraiser _________________________________________________________________________________________  
This annual fundraiser at Circle B Recreation Center in Cedarburg allows our group to have a permanent home 
in the community center. Sponsored by the Freistadt Heritage Foundation, it includes a dinner, silent auction, 
and all-evening entertainment provided by the resident groups. Our group’s version of entertainment is providing 
and serving desserts, and your help is needed.  See details inside.

Sunday, April 26, 2020, 1:00 p.m.					     42nd Anniversary Dinner   _________________________________________________________________________________________  
The annual celebration of our group will be held at Alpine Retreat, 1380 Friess Lake Rd. in Hubertus near 
Holy Hill. Seating is limited to the first 50, and reservations are required by April 21. Cost is $20.00/person. Call 
262-242-0724 or email information@pommerscher.org to reserve a place at the meal. More details inside.

Saturday, May 9, 2020, 1:00 p.m.				           Sheepshead?  Sheepshead! _________________________________________________________________________________________
Sheepshead, or in German, Schafkopf, is a card game many people who grew up in southeastern Wisconsin learned 
to play as a child, or watched as their grandparents and aunts “called a partner” or “played a bare ten.” Other folks 
have no idea what the game is about, but would like an introduction. On this day, those who know the game can 
form groups and play. Those who wish to get an introduction can attend “Sheepshead 101” and get a chance to 
play a few hands. If enough are at the intermediate level, a quick review or support will be provided for them, too.

Saturday, June 13, 2020, 1:00 p.m.	                Milwaukee County Genealogical Society_________________________________________________________________________________________
Our neighbors to the south, the Milwaukee County Genealogical Society, have a robust website, a wealth of 
programs and classes on research, queries, and more. On this day, MCGS President Lisa Christopherson will 
introduce us to what they can offer researchers.  

Sunday, June 28, 2020, 12:00-5:30 p.m.				    45th Annual Pommerntag_________________________________________________________________________________________
See information inside for details to this free event. Help is always needed!

COMING EVENTS

Email: information@pommerscher.org					                                                     www.pommerscher.org
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President’s Message

Greetings Members!
	  
It may or may not look like it where you live, but spring is on the way! With spring comes the “Dinner Season,” 
followed by “Festival Season.” Local members, please try to attend the Freistadt Heritage Foundation fundraiser on 
April 3. Desserts and Silent Auction items are needed for this event. Even if you can’t attend, perhaps you could 
donate an auction item or gift card. Email information@pommerscher.org for details on how to do this. The rent for 
the PVF’s “clubhouse” has NEVER been raised – in 30 years – and this is the event that helps us maintain that.

We have lined up an awesome venue and entertainment for the Pommerscher Verein Freistadt Anniversary Dinner 
on April 26! Unfortunately, the place can only hold 50 people, so get your reservation in early!

As always, we have an interesting slate of programs during the monthly meetings. With the explosion of electronic 
media sharing possibilities, we know that streaming or recording these presentations to put on our website for 
distant members to see is easier than ever, but unfortunately, we don’t have a volunteer to do that. If you are that 
person, please let us know. 

The tour to Pomerania is full and has a waiting list! Forty-three people will leave on Memorial Day for an 
event-filled 12-day trip.

It is not too early to think about the Pommerntag celebration on June 28! 

Tim Schoessow, President

45TH ANNUAL POMMERNTAG

 Genealogy Research • Ethnic Food and Drink • Cultural Exhibits • Gift Store
Presented by Pommerscher Verein Freistadt  •  Website: pommerscher.org  •  Facebook: Pommerntag

Pomeranian Day
A festival of Northern German Heritage

Sunday, June 28, 2020

12:00 – 5:30 p.m.
Mequon Rotary Park

4100 W. Highland Rd.
Free Admission!

Alte Kameraden Band
Pommersche Tanzdeel Freistadt

Polka Joel Kieckhaefer

Handicap Accessible



Pommerscher Verein Freistadt Rundschreiben  •  March 2020

MANY of you are not taking advantage of a very 
large part of your membership! Only 15% of our 
membership has logged into our website - 
pommerscher.org - during the last six months. 
Want to look up information from an old 
Rundschreiben? The issues from the last eleven 
years are there. Can’t find the current issue to find 
out about the next meeting? It’s there, listed under 
“Events.” Need to buy a map or book? The online 
store might have it, and logging in will give you a 
discount! Researching your ancestors? Try the links 
under “Pomeranian Genealogy.” 

Perhaps the most useful part for genealogists is the 
“Surname Database” – 173,000 family names at 
your fingertips! You will not even see this 
appear unless you log-in first. Your username is 
the first two letters of your first name, followed 
by your entire last name – all small letters. Unless 
you changed it, your password is your first initial, 
followed by your five-digit zip code, followed by 
your last initial. Try it today! 

Have You Used YOUR
Website Lately?

Lindenwood Community Center Benefit
The Lindenwood Community Center Benefit will be held on Friday, April 3, 
2020 at Circle B Recreation Hall, 6261 Highway 60, Cedarburg. The doors 
open at 5:30 p.m., and dinner will be served from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. Enter-
tainment will be provided by the Pommersche Tanzdeel, Alte Kameraden 
Band, and Lindenwood 4-H from 6:30 - 9:30 p.m.

Dinner includes: Baked Fish, Beef Tips, Baked Chicken, and Oven Roasted 
Pork Roast, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy, Stuffing, Spaetzle, Corn, Green Beans, 
7-layer Salad, Fruit, Pasta Salad, Cucumber Salad, Raw Veggies & Dip, Rolls, 

Butter, Coffee & Milk. Homemade Desserts are extra. Dinner Tickets are $20.00 for adults and $8.00 for chil-
dren ages 4-12. Those wishing to see the entertainment section of the program only will be admitted after 6:30 
p.m. for $5.00.

Tickets are available from sponsors and members, or call 262-292-8200, e-mail: pommerndanz@hotmail.com, 
OR leave a private message on Facebook: Freistadt Heritage Foundation by Monday, March 30, 2020.  
Sponsored by Freistadt Heritage Foundation, a 501 (c) (3). Make checks payable to ‘FHF.’

Forty Autumns
Written by Nina Willner, published by Harper Collins Books

Reviewed by Dorothy Boxhorn

This is the story leading up to why I read and why I 
recommend this book.

I will be a member of this year’s Pomeranian Heritage 
Tour Group. Last fall I made contact with a new German 
third cousin. His ancestors left Pomerania on the “Trek” 
after WWII. His mother and her parents made it to West 
Germany and settled there. Other members of the family 
made it to what became East Germany and settled there. 
I was sharing this story with one of my classes, and one 
of my class members recommended I read this book.

This is a historical story of one family’s history in 
Germany from the end of the Hitler years to the fall of 
the Berlin Wall. The story focuses on Hana who escaped 
from East Germany but was forced to go back. She then 
escaped again for good and this complicated the lives of 
her family left behind.

The story follows the trials and tribulations of life in East 
Germany and Hana’s challenges first in West Germany 
and then in America. This story follows the lives of the 
three generations of the family for over forty years on 
both sides of the Berlin Wall and how they persevered to 
keep their family together even if they were apart.

I found this book to be fascinating and an easy read. 
It is 350 pages with 50 pictures of mostly family.
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History of the Buffalo Synod

The American Lutheran Church in western New York and 
central Wisconsin originated as the Buffalo Synod, which 
was organized in 1845 as the “Synod of the Lutheran Church 
Emigrated from Prussia.” The pastors and congregations that 
formed this synod were the “Old Lutherans” who had left Prussia 
to escape the persecution they had suffered because of their 
faith, and to establish the true Lutheran Church unhindered in 
America. 

(But, first, some background …) In 1817, the Prussian King 
Wilhelm III (proclaimed) … a merger of the Lutheran and 
Reformed Churches throughout Prussia ... (Although many 
complied, others refused), so, in 1830, he authorized the use of 
state power to enforce the use of his Union Agenda … especially 
to require compliance with the Reformed communion practices. 
This marked the onset of real persecution, including fines and 
imprisonment of those loyal Lutherans who refused to comply 
with the order.

In 1834, Johannes Grabau was ordained as a pastor of the Union 
State Church. He became involved in open opposition to the 
Union and he refused to continue using the prescribed formula 
for administering the Lord’s Supper, which compromised the real 
presence of the body and blood of Christ. This resulted in his 
imprisonment in 1837.

A captain in the Prussian army, 
Heinrich von Rohr had become 
involved in the “Old Lutheran” 
movement led by Grabau. For this, 
he lost his commission in the army. 
He (and others) arranged Grabau’s 
escape from prison. (Pastor Grabau 
ministered to small groups of Old 
Lutherans in Berlin and Northern 
Germany) while constantly evading 
the police.

Then, in 1828, Grabau and Von 
Rohr were imprisoned separately. Both became convinced the 
only solution for those opposed to the Church Union was 
emigration…. In 1839, Von Rohr and a committee negotiated 
with an English transportation firm for five sailing vessels 
to transport 1000 souls to the USA. The emigration party 
assembled in Hamburg.… They left in coal boats and crossed the 
English Channel to Hull, England. Then they moved overland 
to Liverpool where they boarded the five sailing vessels for 
America and religious freedom. Von Rohr and Dr. Justiniani, an 

interpreter, had left for the USA several weeks before to make 
arrangements for their arrival and settlement.

The first four ships (Georgina, Alfred, Republic, and Britannia) 
arrived in New York the first week in September, where von Rohr 
met them. Except for a small group that stayed in New York 
City, the immigrants began the trip up the Hudson by steamboat 
and along the Erie Canal in barges to Buffalo even before 
Grabau’s ship, the Echo, had arrived on the 18th of September. 
By the time Pastor Grabau’s party arrived in Buffalo, about forty 
families of Pomeranians had already departed for Wisconsin 
led by von Rohr (where) they established the community of 
Freistadt, just north of Milwaukee, the Trinity Lutheran Church 
there, and St. Paul Lutheran Church in Milwaukee.

Meanwhile, in Buffalo, the newly arrived Lutherans established 
the German Lutheran Church with Rev. Grabau as pastor…. In 
1840 they erected (what came to be called) Trinity Old Lutheran 
Church, a Christian Day School and a ministerial training 
school. Rev. Grabau was the head of this seminary, which built 
a permanent structure in 1854. This was the Martin Luther 
Seminary at which all Buffalo Synod pastors were instructed 
until 1929. 

In 1843, the Old Lutherans already in America were 
substantially reinforced by the largest group of Old Lutherans 
ever to leave Prussia because of their faith. One thousand 
six hundred came to the USA that year, because, while open 
persecution in Prussia had eased with the death of King Wilhelm 
III in 1840, the religious freedom was far from complete. Many 
restrictions were imposed. For example, Lutherans were allowed 
to worship only in buildings that had neither steeples nor bells. 
Most unacceptable, however, was the requirement that Lutheran 
children had to attend state schools where the Union Church 
doctrines were taught in order to obtain state confirmation 
certificates, without which they could not obtain employment.… 
This group came to assure religious freedom and economic 
opportunities for their children.

Two emigration groups were formed. The Pomeranian 
congregation, led by Rev. Adolf Kindermann, chose the “all 
sea” route, boarding sailing vessels at Stettin bound directly for 
America. The other group consisted of three congregations under 
Rev. Karl Wilhelm Ehrenstrom: Bergholz-Bruessow, Wallmow, 
and Nipperwiese. This group followed Prussia’s inland waterway 
to Hamburg, then boarded canal boats at Kurow, traveled up 
the Oder River, across the Finnow canals to the Elbe River to 
Hamburg. There they embarked on ocean-going sail ships for 

(Editor’s note: These are excerpts of a paper that was researched by Eugene Camann, then Chairman of the Historical Society 
of North German Settlements in Western New York, for a presentation to the American Lutheran Convention in Niagara Falls, 
NY, in 1982. It was printed in the Winter 2020 issue of Der Brief, and reprinted here with permission. It explains parts of the 
history of many Pommerscher Verein families.)

Heinrich von Rohr
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America. However, Ehrenstorm was arrested and imprisoned by 
the Prussian authorities just before the ships left Hamburg, but 
he joined his congregations in America a year later.

Twelve sailing ships 
were required to 
transport the 1600. 
They arrived in New 
York from August 
to October 1843. 
From New York, 
they traveled up the 
Hudson in steamship-
towed barges to 
Albany, then by 
mule-driven canal 
boats to Buffalo. 
Pastor Grabau 

baptized the children who had been born en route. Heinrich 
von Rohr settled problems that had arisen with the canal boat 
captains and arranged temporary lodging for the travel-weary 
immigrants. 

Since Pastor Ehrenstrom’s congregations were without a spiritual 
leader … they stayed in Buffalo so they could be served by 
Pastor Grabau. Pastor Kindermann’s Pomeranian congregation 
continued to Wisconsin and founded David Star Lutheran 
Church in Kirchhayn and St. Peter Lutheran Church in 
Lebanon.

Von Rohr, who had returned to Buffalo from Wisconsin at 
Pastor Grabau’s request, taught school until 4:00, attended 
the seminary from 4:00 to 6:00, tutored in the evenings, and 
studied at night. In addition, he arranged for the immigrants to 
visit and select suitable settlement sites and purchase property. 
The Bergholz-Bruessow group established New Bergholz and 
Holy Ghost Lutheran Church. The Wallmow group founded 
New Wallmow and St. Peter Lutheran Church. The Nipperwiese 
group named their community Martinsville and their church, 
St. Martini. Von Rohr completed his theological training 
in 1844 and became pastor of St. John Lutheran Church in 
Humberstone, Ontario.

In 1845 (now that these congregations were established, and 
plans were made to organize into a synod), Pastor Grabau 
called a meeting of all the Old Lutheran pastors and lay 
delegates in America. This convention, which began at Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Freistadt, Wisconsin and concluded at St. 
Paul Church in Milwaukee, officially organized what became 
known as the Buffalo Synod, and Grabau was chosen president. 
They formally adopted all the historical Lutheran Confessions 
and followed generally the Old Lutheran Church Order of 
Pomerania and Saxony. 

The Buffalo Synod experienced healthy growth from 1845 to 
1866. This growth generally occurred both in size and number 

of congregations, especially from additional immigrants from 
northern Germany and also from central and southern German 
states. Pastor Grabau’s Trinity Old Lutheran Church in Buffalo 
was the ranking “city” church in the synod, with 1400 members 
in 1852. Pastor von Rohr’s Holy Ghost “country” church in 
Bergholz was close behind with 1300 in 1852. Each of these 
churches had more than twice as many members as any others 
in the Buffalo Synod at that time.

Even before the formation of the Buffalo Synod, a continued 
controversy smoldered with the Missouri Synod, which was 
organized in 1847, and whose founding fathers had also come 
from Germany in 1839. The controversy was conducted 
principally through the pages of Pastor Grabau’s Kirchliches 
Informatorium, and Pastor Walther’s Missouri Synod’s church 
paper, Der Lutheraner. This became increasingly bitter as 
Missouri Synod pastors accepted members that had been 
excommunicated by the Buffalo Synod, and then started small 
Missouri Synod worship groups in villages that had been 
exclusively Buffalo Synod congregations.

It was inevitable that these matters must come to a head, 
but Pastor Grabau seemed unwilling to discuss the points of 
difference in person with Pastor Walther. He also became so 
strict in his conduct of the synod that in 1866 he was forced to 
resign as president, and Pastor Hochstetter became president. 
However, Grabau retained the loyalty of three pastors and their 
congregations. This group later merged into the American 
Lutheran Church. 

Now Pastors von Rohr and Hochstetter (met with leaders) of 
the Missouri Synod to discuss their differences. Held in Buffalo 
from November 20 to December 6, 1866, they discussed 
the church, the ministry, ordination, excommunication, and 
congregational obedience in all matters not contrary to the 
Word of God during the meeting. While the doctrines of 
both synods were solidly based on the Bible and Lutheran 
Confessions, Buffalo Synod beliefs and practices were more 
strict and authoritarian, more “Prussian”, than those of the 
Missouri Synod, which were considered more moderate and 
democratic, more “American.” 

(After the summit,) Pastor Hochstetter and 11 other Buffalo 
Synod congregations joined the Missouri Synod. Pastor von 
Rohr, however, could not accept the Missouri Synod’s position 
on the Office of the Keys on excommunication, so he joined 
with six other congregations to form the von Rohr faction of 
the Buffalo Synod. Von Rohr now took over editorship of the 
Kirchliches Informatorium. After his death in 1877, some of 
those congregations rejoined the “Grabau” Buffalo Synod and 
the others joined the Wisconsin Synod.

As a result, two Lutheran churches replaced one in many small 
villages, and many families were sharply divided over which 
pastor to follow. The heartache and bitterness that were caused 
by those divisions continued into the third generations of many 
families.

Lockport, Erie Canal, New York Public 
Library, Public Domain Image
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The region south of the Baltic Sea was still very sparsely 
populated one thousand five hundred years ago, but then, 
in the fifth century, groups of Slavic people began to wander 
in. One such group settled in the region just to the west of 
where today’s city of Gdansk is situated. They caught fish, 
farmed the land, and were extremely talented craftsmen. Over 
the next few centuries, they spread and inhabited a region of 
about 3500 square miles, which became known as the land 
of the Kashubians (this was the Slavic word for the fur jackets 
which they wore). This was a scenic land with many pretty 
lakes and hills. However, there was little flat arable land, and 
they would certainly have needed those warm fur jackets 
during the long hard winters. 

As more German people began to migrate eastwards in the 
search of land, many religious orders began the foundation of 
monasteries and convents in the newly populated areas. The 
Carthusian monks wandered into the heart of Kashubia and 
built a monastery, around which the small town of Karthaus 
eventually developed. Kashubia, as the whole of Pomerania, 
was Christianized. 

However, as it was not easy to make an existence due to the 
absence of arable land, few German families ever settled there. 
Although situated in the heart of Pomerania, it remained 
predominantly the land of the Kashubians. 

Over the years, Swedes, Poles, the Teutonic Knights, and 
Prussians have all fought to possess this region, but somehow, 
in spite of always being under one foreign rule or another, the 
Kashubians continued to speak their own mother tongue. The 
Kashubian language is related to that of the Baltic Slavs but is 
grammatically different and has its own alphabet. 

The Kashubians had a very rich culture that they also 
managed to keep alive. Traditions and crafts were passed on 
from generation to generation. Their land may have been very 
scenic, those furs may have kept out the winter frost, and 
their culture may have been rich, but the short cool summers 
and hilly ground meant a continual struggle to provide 
enough to fill empty stomachs. 

Strong young men could be taken from their family and 
forced to fight in someone else’s battle. So it is no wonder that 
when they heard stories of another land far away where there 
were wide open spaces and no wars, some began to dream of a 
new life. In the 1830s, several hundred Kashubians emigrated 
to Ontario, Canada. They founded a settlement, which they 

named Wilno and which still exists to this present day. Later 
in the 1870s, another group of German and Kashubian 
immigrants founded a fishing village on Jones Island in 
Milwaukee. Unfortunately, in the 1940s they were evicted, as 
they had no deeds for the land they had made home. Building 
a new life in America or Canada must surely have been no 
easy task, but back home in Kashubia enormous big back 
clouds were gathering over Europe. 

In the twentieth century, the inhabitants of the region to 
the south of the Baltic Sea suffered decades of disaster. The 
front lines pushed east and then back to the West, leaving 
complete destruction. Borders between Germany and Poland 
and between Poland and Russia were moved to and fro. After 
World War ll, Kashubia was part of the new Poland, but 
this meant that it spent the next forty years under the strict 
communist system. The new Polish government ordered 
the expulsion of all the German-speaking inhabitants from 
former Pomerania, but as Kashubians did not speak German, 
they were not amongst the ones who had to leave their homes 
behind. 

So Kashubia has entered the new millennium. Until just 
a few years ago, it was still an area of fishers and farmers 
struggling to make a living, but then the first tourists began to 
arrive. They were mainly western Europeans, curious to peep 
behind the former “Iron Curtain”. They discovered a scenic 
land, a little off the beaten path, but where they received a 
friendly welcome. They enthusiastically bought the Kashubian 
ceramics, the embroidered tablecloths and doilies, snuff boxes 
crafted from amber or antler and painted glass. They enjoyed 
the local traditions and dishes. Farmers enlarged their houses 
to be able to accommodate paying guests. In a very short 
time, Kashubia has developed into a thriving tourist center for 
young and old and well worth a visit. 

Kashubia - A few facts and figures: Probably around 300,000 
Kashubians live in Poland today. The last Polish census 
was unclear, as only one nationality was allowed, and most 
Kashubians preferred to claim the Polish. The Kashubian 
language is kept alive and is taught in the schools in 
Kashubia.  It can also be taken as one of the elective subjects 
at the senior high level. 

One of Europe’s most well-known politicians is a direct 
descendant of Kashubia!! Donald Tusk was born in Gdansk, 
but his mother was Kashubian. He was Prime Minister of 
Poland, but was called to Brussels in 2014 and became the 
President of the European Council until the end of 2019. 

The Kashubian Pomeranians
by Lyne Ranalter



Pommerscher Verein Freistadt Rundschreiben  •  March 2020

Using the Meyers Orts- Gazetteer
Many researchers have used the Meyers Orts- und Verkehrs-
Lexikon des Deutschen Reichs in book form found in good 
genealogical libraries. This work, usually called Meyers Orts- 
for short, is considered the most comprehensive historical 
gazetteer of the former German Empire. First published 
in Germany in 1912, it was reprinted by the Genealogical 
Publishing Company in 2000. With over 210,000 towns, 
small villages, and hamlets listed, using the set poses many 
challenges. The typeface is in a Gothic German script, and it 
uses many abbreviations that make it difficult to translate.

Fortunately researchers now have a new online resource, www.
meyersgaz.org, for using Meyers Orts-. This link takes you to a 
website containing an annotated version of Meyers Orts- that 
helps locate all of the information contained about towns in 
the German Empire. The online version makes it much easier 
to search than ever.

At the “Search” screen, there is a brief “help paragraph” 
explaining how to do a search in the gazetteer. It is possible to 
use multiple wildcards in a search, which can be helpful when 
a particular place name is misspelled in a record. After typing 
a placename in the search, the results can produce either one 
name or a multitude of choices. Selecting one of those results 
will give the entry page with information on the placename. 

Just below this is a map showing the location of the place. 
To view it in its historical setting select the map on the 
entry page. In the top right corner of the historical map is a 
box saying “Toggle Historical Map”. Selecting this box will 
bring up a current Google map of the area. In the case of 
placenames in Eastern Pommern, the placename will now 
appear as a Polish name.

Below the map is the translation of the original German entry 
and other details of governmental, administrative, and church 
entities. Following the translation is the “Detail” explaining 
each segment of the entry.

Select “Ecclesiastical” from the top of the entry page and it 
will show a list of places of worship. This step is crucial for 
genealogists, since the parish records needed to find ancestors 
may be located in a nearby town and not the village in which 
he or she was born or lived. The resulting list includes both 
Catholic, Lutheran, and Reformed parishes, as well as Jewish 
synagogues for each village in the area. 

The next heading, “Related,” lists any associated references, 
though this space is usually blank.

To help in research, there is also an “Email” section, where 
a researcher can add an email to a list of others researching a 
particular place. By contacting others, it might be possible to 
find other researchers who can assist in doing research in that 
area. (Note: at the time of publication, this feature was not 
working.)

This web site is a great way to learn more about the areas 
where German ancestors lived, and it provides valuable links 
to help with research.

A source to learn more about Meyers Orts- and how to read 
the abbreviations is: Uncapher, Wendy K. How to read & 
understand Meyers Orts- und Verkehrs-Lexikon des Deutschen 
Reichs. Janesville, Wisconsin: Origins, 2003.

New Members
Karen Bublitz-Poage	 Cordillera, Colorado
William Palenske	 Toledo, Ohio
James Sponholz	 Whitefish Bay, Wisconsin
Tim and Erin Held 	 Mequon, Wisconsin
Gayl Manthei	 Raleigh, North Carolina
Nancy Jones	 De Pere, Wisconsin
Stan Brodhagen	 Wichita, Kansas
Carole Miller	 Milton, Wisconsin
Sandra Ristow	 Eloy, Arizona
Willi Zahn	 Plainfield, Pennsylvania
Richard Baumann	 Allentown, Pennsylvania
Rebecca Bell	 Waterford, Wisconsin
Thomas Ferguson	 Chelsea, Michigan
Jacqueline Lathrop	 McFarland, Wisconsin
Ken Wolske	 Algoma, Wisconsin
Lenanon Historical Society
	 Lebanon, Wisconsin
Lyndsey Wollenberg	 Brookfield, Illinois
Ann Wright	 Lynnwood, Washington

Welcome



Unsere Bibliothek – Our Library

NEW ACQUISITION 

Massow, Kreis Naugard Church Records: Death 1810-1819
Photocopies from the church book.

Langenhagen, Kreis Saatzig Church Records: Baptisms 1798-1837, Burials 1798-1837, Marriages 
1798-1837, Confirmations 1804-1837, Burials & Baptims 1840, 1847, 1850-1852.
Photocopies from the church book.

St Peters Lutheran Church, Granville, Milwaukee, WI. 
Records: Family Register, Baptisms 1841-1912, Confirmations 1867-1871, Marriages 1866-1875, Burials 1867-1874.
Photocopies from the church book.
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All organizations need back ups - back ups 
for its computers and for its volunteers. The 
PVF library is now “run” by one person, 
Linda Herrick, and I need a back up. At 
this point I am the only person available to 
help researchers use the library. No one else 
currently knows how to access the digital 
library catalog. And someone else should 
know how the library is organized and how 
to accession new materials. I am not asking 
for a replacement for me, just someone who 
is willing to be the “understudy” librarian. 
Let me know at herrick47@wi.rr.com if you 
are interested.

Thank you if you have already 
renewed your membership for 2020.

PVF membership year runs Jan. 1 through Dec. 31. 
If you have not renewed for 2020, please do it now!

Help Needed

Pommerscher Verein Freistadt
42nd Anniversary Dinner
Come and celebrate our PVF Anniversary with a 
dinner at Alpine Retreat, 1380 Friess Lake Rd., 
Hubertus near Holy Hill. The cash bar will open at 
12:15, with dinner at 1:00. The program, which will 
feature Polka Joel Kieckhaefer, will follow.

Reservations are required by April 21. Pick from: 
three choices of meat; a choice must be made when 
registering: 

1. Baked Haddock Amandine (Broiled haddock fillet 
with toasted almonds)

2. Chicken Divan with Broccoli (breaded boneless 
breast of chicken stuffed with broccoli and cheese and 
topped with bacon and onion)

3. Jaeger Schnitzel (breaded pork cutlet sautéed to a 
golden brown, topped with mushrooms)
All entrees include salad, vegetable, baked potato, rolls 
and butter, and coffee.

Seating is limited to the first 50, and reservations 
are required by April 21. Cost is $20.00/person. Call 
262-242-0724 or email information@pommerscher.org 
to reserve a place at the meal. 


