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 COMING EVENTS MARCH 2010 

 

 
Friday, March 12, 2010, 7:30 pm Professor Mark Louden  

When you clean out Grandpa and Grandma’s attic, what do you do with the old German books? You donate them to 
the Trinity Freistadt Historical Society. Dr. Mark Louden, professor of German from the University of Wisconsin, has 
helped to sort and catalogue about 2,000 books in the Society’s possession. On this evening, he will offer a sampling of 
this fascinating collection. 
 
Saturday, March 20, 2010 — Please Note Change in Date  Annual Fund Raiser 

Join us for the annual “rent party” for Lindenwood Community Center, home of the Pommerscher Verein. Circle B, 
6261 Highway 60, Cedarburg, WI. Doors open at 5:00 pm; dinner from 5:30 - 7:00 pm. More information inside. 
 
April  No Business Meeting 

 
Sunday, April 25, 2010 Annual Anniversary Dinner 

At the popular Iron Ridge Inn, Iron Ridge, WI. Includes entertainment and dinner at 12:30 pm. More details inside. 
 
Friday, May 14, 2010, 7:30 pm The Croy Tapestry 

Les Riggle will share the fascinating story of a tapestry commissioned by Duke Philipp I of Pomerania. When the last 
Duke of Pomerania, Duke Ernst Bogislaw von Croy, died in 1684 it was a part of his estate. He bequeathed the tapestry 
to the University of Greifswald. It is now in the Pommersche Landesmuseum.  
 
Friday, June 11, 2010, 7:30 pm  Germany — Castles, Cathedrals, WW II and More! 

Combining historic, political, cultural, and natural beauty of this multi-faceted land, this visual commentary captures 
some of the highlights of former East/West and now unified Germany. Our presenter is retired Pastor Fred Boettcher. 
 
Sunday, June 27, 2010, 12:00 Noon to 6:00 pm Pommerntag 

Pomeranian culture on display! German brass band, Pomeranian folk dances, Pomeranian culture, genealogy, displays, 
maps, books and refreshments. See inside for more details. 
 
 
 

Pomeranian Society of Freistadt Newsletter 

MEETING NOTES 

Unless otherwise indicated, all meetings start at 7:30 pm at the 
Lindenwood School, 12351 N. Granville Road 111W, Mequon, WI 
53097. Note that the building is usually open by 6:30 pm for 
members who would like to attend the German class conducted 
by Irmgard Meyer. 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
 

Voting Individual....................................... $15.00 

Voting Family ............................................. $20.00 

Non-Voting Associate................................ $10.00 
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Message from the President 
Greetings on this February morning! It is snowing outside and we are sitting by the fireplace — all 
warm and cozy and looking forward to spring. Thinking about spring reminded me that we are 
looking forward to planning our Pommern yearly activities. I hope to see many of you at the Freis-
tadt Heritage Foundation fundraiser and the Anniversary Dinner.  
 
Thanks to all who have renewed their membership and included a donation to our “Friends of 
Pommerntag.” Keep warm! 
 — Elmer Meyer 
 
 

Annual Fund Raiser — Saturday, March 20, 2010 
Circle B, 6261 Highway 60, Cedarburg, WI 

 
Please plan on attending the Annual Fund Raiser 
for the Lindenwood Community Center, the 
school that is home to the Pommerscher Verein, 
for a full evening of food, music and entertain-
ment.  
 
Sponsored by the Freistadt Heritage Foundation, 
the evening begins with a beef tips and ham 
dinner, served from 5:30 – 7:00 pm, with con-
tinuous entertainment to follow from 7:00 – 10:00 
pm. All proceeds from the silent auction and raf-
fle directly support the school’s maintenance. 
Members, please bring a dessert to sell. 

The cost of the dinner is $14 for adults, $6 for 
children and $5 for entertainment only. Doors 
open at 5:00 pm, serving begins at 5:30 pm. En-
tertainment by the Alte Kameraden Band, the 
Pommersche Tanzdeel folk dance group and the 
Lindenwood 4-H.  
 
Reservations are needed. Please call (262) 242-
3807 or buy tickets at Boehlke Hardware, 10712 
W. Freistadt Road, Mequon, WI.  
 
A scheduling conflict made it necessary to 
change the date from April to March. 

 
 

Anniversary Dinner — Sunday, April 25, 2010 
 
Our annual Anniversary Dinner will be at the 
popular Iron Ridge Inn, in Iron Ridge, WI this 
year. The bar will be open for socializing and 
drink purchases before the dinner, which will be 
served at 12:30 pm. A full family style meal will 
be served; including baked chicken, barbecued 
pork ribs, salad, potatoes, vegetables and des-
sert. 
 
The cost is $14.50 for Individual or Family Ver-
ein members, $17.00 for guests or Associate 
members, and $9.00 for children. Reservations 
are needed by April 19, 2010. Send your reserva-
tion and check to Bill and Barb Vaitl, 4180 
Cherokee Drive, Brookfield, WI 53045. For more 

information, call them at (262) 781-7155 or e-
mail at wvaitl@wi.rr.com. 
 
Entertainment during dinner and following will 
be provided by zither artist Kurt Eckroth. Pins 
will be awarded to 10 years members. Hope to 
see you there! 
 
 
Directions to Iron Ridge 
If you are traveling Highway 60, go north on 
Highway 67 until you see the sign for Iron 
Ridge. If you are traveling Highway 33, go south 
on Highway 67 to Iron Ridge. The Iron Ridge Inn 
is on Main Street. 
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Volunteer Help Wanted 
 
Telephone Answering Machine 
We need someone to check the messages on our answering machine 
every few days. This can be done from your phone in your house. Call 
Elmer Meyer at (262) 673-3981 if interested. 
 
German Fest Pomeranian Genealogy & Computer Database Tables 
We need to be at the tables and pass out information at German Fest on 
July 22 – 25, 2010. Shifts are usually 6 hours. Help is also needed to set up 
and take down our information displays. Volunteers get free parking, 
free entry, and food and beverage. If interested, write Pommerscher Ver-
ein Freistadt, P. O. Box 204, Germantown, WI, 53022 or email 
information@pommerschervereinfreistadt.org. 

Rundschreiben 
Available by 

Email 
 

Would you prefer to re-
ceive your Rundschreiben by 
email instead of by regular 
mail? We are now able to 
send our newsletter by 
email.  
 

If interested, please email 
terryschoessow@me.com.

 
 
 
 
 

35th Annual Festival 
Sunday, June 27, 2010 ─ Noon to 6:00 pm 
 

Mequon City Park 
11333 North Cedarburg Road ─ Mequon, Wisconsin 
 
• Free Admission 
• Continuous Entertainment 
• Pommersche Tanzdeel 
• Cultural Exhibits 
• Alte Kameraden Band 
• Genealogy Displays 
• Ethnic Food 
• Free Parking 
 

Sponsored By 
Pommerscher Verein Freistadt 
PO Box 204, Germantown, WI 53022 
http://pommerschervereinfreistadt.org 
For more information call (262) 376-7641 or (262) 242-0653 

Pommerntag! 



 
 

 

 

The Croy Tapestry 
We continue with parts of the booklet about the Croy Tapestry (Der Croy Teppich), which was 
woven from 1553 to 1556. The story involves a lot of the history of Pomerania during the 1500’s. 
Since 1684 the tapestry was at Greifswald University. A few years ago it was moved to the splen-
did new Pomeranian Museum in Greifswald, the Pommersches Landes Museum, under the 
direction of Dr. Uwe Schroeder. We thank Les and Martha Riggle for this translation. 
 
 

 he social unrest and the spread of the 
ideas of the Reformation in the Pomera-

nian cities in the first third of the 16th century 
forced the Dukes of Pomerania to take a posi-
tion. In the time after 1517 it was Bogislaw X, 
his sons Georg I. and Barnim IX, as well as 
Georg’s son Philipp I, who ruled in the duchy 
or in parts of the duchy. With all their differ-
ences it was through their upbringing and 
training that, although they all saw certain 
problems with the annexation of church prop-
erty, must have influenced their decisions. It 
was the political problems that decided the 
future so it was the political ideas that took 
precedence in all decisions. 
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The first and most important question was the 
relationship to the Emperor and the Holy Ro-
man Empire and to nearby Brandenburg. 
Emperor Charles V. had made it clear that he 
opposed the Reformation, that he considered 
the old order to be permanent and he de-
manded loyalty from the nobility. But as time 
went on more and more of the nobility chose 
the Reformation and there was little he could 
do about it, but in the case of Pomerania there 
was the dispute with Brandenburg over the 
matter of fealty which was decided in the year 
1500. Bogislaw had in the year 1493 been re-
leased from his obligation to Brandenburg and 
in 1521 the release was confirmed by Emperor 
Charles V. in Worms. In the Treaty of Grimnitz 
in 1529 Brandenburg was finally forced to re-
nounce the claim to Pomerania that dated back 
to the 13th century, but retained the right of 
inheritance in case the Duke of Pomerania 

died leaving no heirs. With this treaty Pom-
erania was finally an independent duchy in 
the Holy Roman Empire. Since Brandenburg 
was still weakened, the Dukes of Pomerania 
were obliged to maintain good relations with 
the emperor. This was an argument for main-
taining the old order. 
 
Another important question for Pomerania 
was the relationship to the church and espe-
cially to the Bishop of Cammin. Most of 
Pomerania was in his Diocese, whose jurisdic-
tion included part of Brandenburg and whose 
responsibility was directly to the Pope and not 
to an Archbishop. Also the Bishop of Cammin 
was the landlord to a part of Pomerania that 
later became the Counties of Köslin and Kör-
lin. The right of the Bishop as landlord was 
never questioned, but his efforts to maintain 
his authority through the Empire affected all 
of Pomeranian history. So it was that his incli-
nation to support Brandenburg was 
completely understandable. Each Duke of 
Pomerania had to struggle against this rela-
tionship. No less important was the 
relationship of the Dukes to the cities of Pom-
erania, especially the larger seaports, first 
among them Stralsund and Stettin. Efforts to 
bring the cities under stricter ducal control had 
already begun under Duke Bogislaw X. With 
this reign there began for Pomerania a time 
when efforts were made to weaken the abso-
lute power of the state. This goal was for self-
ruling, almost independent cities. The greater 
ones among them were strong enough to be 
successful in their efforts. On the other hand, 

T 
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the dukes in many cases needed the support of 
the cities and were therefore forced to consider 
their interests. 
 
Finally, the Pomeranian nobility was still a 
force to be reckoned with. It is true that Bo-
gislaw X had been able to reduce the power of 
the nobles, to bring them into his administra-
tion and to render them more or less harmless. 
But in the last years of his life the nobles 
showed themselves to be a threat and his suc-
cessor, who was somewhat weaker, had 
problems with them. All of these factors had to 
be taken into consideration by the Dukes of 
Pomerania when the decision was made con-
cerning the Reformation. 
 
By various methods Bogislaw X had increased 
his influence over the church and begun a 
process that had already taken place in other 
lands and had achieved results. But, even 
though much had been achieved in the ten-
dency toward a state church, there remained 
members of the nobility who remained true to 
the Roman Catholic Church. During the 15th 
century the popes had supported these nobles 
and they were able to cause problems for the 
Reformation. 
 
The tendency toward the Reformation was not 
entirely a religious question. The weakening of 
the church within the clergy did not occur 
equally everywhere, especially with the op-
pression by the spiritual courts of legal 
profession and the financial costs to ordinary 
people which often made no political sense 
had all provided the explosives for the coming 
detonation that only waited for a spark. The 
spark was provided when on the 31st of Octo-
ber 1517 Martin Luther posted his 95 Thesis on 
the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg 
and the Reformation began in Pomerania sev-
enteen years later. Until this time it was only 
the residents of one city who would decide 
whether they would listen to an evangelical 

preacher or not, whether the magistrates 
would have the authority to install the new 
order or at least to allow the preacher to con-
tinue. There were sharp disputes in the 
Pomeranian cities of Stralsund, Stettin, Stolp 
and in other places. Bogislaw X was by this 
time of man of more than sixty years. During 
the first decades of his reign (1474-1523, after 
1479 over all of Pomerania) he had shown 
himself to be an energetic lord, but later in life 
his strength was reduced. It happened that he 
was often out of Pomerania, at the empirical 
courts pursuing his dispute with Branden-
burg. It was then a time of lawlessness and 
attacks against vassals of the nobility. 
 
But Bogislaw X had only addressed the new 
problems that finally reached Pomerania in a 
superficial manner. It is known, however, that 
he was sympathetic to the Augustine monks 
who dared to contradict the Emperor and the 
Pope. On his way to Worms he stopped off in 
Wittenberg and heard Luther preach in the 
city church on the 10th of February 1521. He 
then invited the reformer to dinner. Whether 
the Duke had met Luther before he stood be-
fore the Diet in Worms is unknown, but it is 
unlikely because Bogislaw was in Worms from 
the 22nd of February until the end of May in 
1519. A different Evangelical preacher had al-
most won him over; on the 4th of June 1523 he 
listened to Pastor von Rode in Stettin. This 
sermon influenced the Duke to abandon the 
old ways. Rode must have impressed the Duke 
favorably because he declined to take any ac-
tion against him. But one should not accept the 
concept that this meeting influenced the Duke 
to abandon the old order. By the time of the 
Edict of Worms in 1521, after Luther was con-
demned and forbidden to preach, the Duke 
again was in Pomerania. This Edict was never 
strictly enforced, but it could always be used 
when it was needed.  

 
To Be Continued … 



 
 

 

 

Zirkwitz, Kreis Greifenberg 
 
1321 ................ The property was owned by Teslaw von 

Zirkwitz, and later the von Woedtke fam-
ily was the owner.  

Kirche Zirkwitz 

1655 ................ The families Zimdarse, Ohm, Kasten, 
Niemoth, and Ganske are listed as living 
in Zirkwitz.  

1717 ................ Swartz, Weber, Labes, Gödeke, Hanne-
man, Kopke, and Streich were listed. In 
1770, Wangerin, Zimdars, Labs, and Zie-
mer were recorded.  

1827 ................ Erdman, Witt, Nitz, Groth, Pankow, Re-
semann, Riek, Weber, Müller, Post, 
Wegner, Ollman, Zirbel, Dreier, Zimdars, 
Hemmerling, and Brand were listed.  

1862 ................ Volkmann is mentioned. 
 
The present church was built about 1400 AD, and it is the third building on the site. In the church are paint-
ings of the pastors Wendland, Mueller, Birkholz, Stenger, and Schoenberg. Zirkwitz was originally a 
settlement of the Slavic Pomerani people. It is recorded that Bishop Otto from Bamberg, Germany stopped 
here in 1124 on his trip to bring Christianity to Pomerania. He baptized people at the well near the church. 
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German Records at the Stettin Archives — Continued 
Edna Cherney located a list of German church and civil records still in the Stettin Archives and other Polish 
Archives. Usually both the German and Polish names for the towns are given, as well as the dates covered 
by the records. 

Email: information@pommerschervereinfreistadt.org — 7 — http://www. pommerschervereinfreistadt.org 



 
 

 

 
Email: information@pommerschervereinfreistadt.org — 8 — http://www. pommerschervereinfreistadt.org 

Unsere Bibliothek 
Our Library 

Recent Acquisitions 
 
Book 
Bulgrin-Bloedorn-Paetz Family History - by Karen B. Epple; June 2009. Narration and Family Group Records. 
Family ties to Kr. Koeslin and Kr. Bublitz. No surname index. Donated by the author. 

 
Pamphlets 
“Descendants of Johann (John) Masch and Sophia 
Rickhoff” - October, 1994 (author not given). Do-
nated 2009 by Eileen Masch Vaitl, Kansas City, 
MD. Village of origin not given. No surname index; 
no narration; no photos. 

“Immanuel Lutheran Lebanon, 1844-2009” - com-
piled by Marilyn Koepsell. Church history 
extracted fom previous anniversary booklets. Nar-
ration, no photos; nine pages. Donated by Marilyn 
Koepsell, Watertown, WI. 

“Germanic Surnames: Derivation, Meaning, Loca-
tions Were Found” - Lecture Series on Researching 
Germanic Ancestors by Edward R. Brandt, c. 1990. 
Donated by Rebel Kreklow, Fair Oaks, CA. 

“The Settlement of the Town of Lebanon, Dodge Co.” 
– by W. F. White, written ca. 1905-1910; published 
by the Wisconsin Historical Society; this photocopy 
provided by Marilyn Koepsell, 2009 

“St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Lebanon, WI” - photo-
copy of Centennial Anniversary booklet, 1881-1981, 
provided by Dale R. Bartel, Green Bay, WI, 2009. 

“Deutschland Kloehn” - by Elmer Hogy, Fargo, ND. 
Earliest ancestor: Wilhelm Kloehn b. 16 Oct 1824 in 
Pommern (village not given); emigrated 1847 to 
Ashippun, WI. Pedigree chart, family group sheets, 
some photos, some narrative, no surname index. 
Donated by the author in 2009. 

“One Hundred Years of Blessings, 1884-1994” - St. 
John’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Town Cold Spring, Ft. 
Atkinson, WI; photocopy provided by Rebel Krek-
low, 2009; includes history of Cold Spring, church 
history, chronological marriages and funerals. Pho-
tos of pastors. 

“The Castle in Bytow” - published by the Western-
Kashubian Museum in Bytow 2001; ISBN 83-
912636-3-0; 32 page booklet in English with excel-
lent color photos. Donated by Rebel Kreklow, 2009. 
Can be found in the Verein pamphlet locale file 
under Kreis Bütow. Rebel also donated large qual-
ity maps by Kümmerly+Frey of Poland and of 
Lorraine-Alsace-Vosges. 

 
 

Wanted … 
Person or persons with a long record of rifling through historical docu-
ments with intent to learn more about Pomerania. Must be willing to do 
time casing our Verein library to accumulate a wealth of information to 
share with other desperate researchers. Occasional hard labor and isola-
tion involved, with time off for good behavior. It would be a crime to let 
all of our library treasures languish in oblivion. There is no good defense 
for not making excellent use of our unique resources. 
 
If you would like to turn yourself in for a limited sentence at our carefully-
guarded facility, please contact our librarian and make a huge contribu-
tion to our society (262-376-7641; erkraft376@att.net) Elaine Kraft. 
 



 
 

 

 

Open Library Sessions 
Researchers are invited to come for individual help with their Pomeranian research on Sunday afternoon 
April 18th and May 16th from 1:00 to 4:00 pm. The library will also be open on Saturday, June 26th, and on 
Monday, June 25, with both sessions beginning at 10:00 am. This is a special opportunity for Pommerntag 
visitors to spend time in our library. 
 
As always, advance reservations are required. Please contact our librarian, Elaine Kraft, by phone (262-376-
7641) or by email (erkraft376@attnet) and let her know that you are planning to attend. If announced dates 
are not convenient, especially for out-of-towners, we will try to accommodate your schedule. 
 
 
Frauengruppe 
After a winter break, our ladies’ auxiliary will swing back into action to catch up on 
various helpful library activities, such as filing and record-keeping, and to help prepare 
for Pommerntag. Meetings will be held on the following Thursdays from 11:00 am to 
2:00 pm: April 8th, May 13th and June 10th. 
 
As usual, dessert and beverage will be provided. Bring a bag lunch. New members will 
be warmly welcomed. Call Elaine Kraft (262-376-7641) if you have questions. 
 
 
Query 
Interested in collecting Pomeranian stamps and postal history. Collecting for the period from 1815, before 
postage stamps, till 1949, the end of Allied military government. Write William Ellis, 6012 Snowdens Run 
Road, Eldersburg, MD 21784. 
 
 

Pomeranian Names Found in Berlin Records 
1776 April 8 Marriage in St. Georgen parish of 

Michael Friedrich Hartwig, son of 
George Hartwig, worker in Fiddi-
cho[w] in Pomerania and Christina 
Charlotta Sophia Köhler of Ziegeser 
[FHL 070185]. 
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1815 May 28 Marriage in St Georgen parish; Jo-
hann  Lichtel, age 39, (father of 
Elbing) to Wilhelmine Gottschu, age 
21, daughter of the deceased Shoe-
maker in Stettin [FHL 070185]. 

1833 June 15 Death of Peter Sielaff, soldier from 
Beblin Kr. Schlawe in Pomerania, 
unmarried [FHL 070702]. 

 June 14 Death of Carl Kross, age 28, from 
Massow Kr: Saatzig, unmarried; 
survivors: parents, 3 brothers, 1 sis-
ter of Massow [FHL 070702]. 

1842 Feb. 24 Death of Joharin Griebenow, born in 
Gruppenhagen Kr. Schlawe, age 23 
[FHL 070703]. 

 March 11 Death of Johann Boede, born in 
Eichhoff Kr. Uckermünde R.B. Stet-
tin, age 21 [FHL 070703]. 

 March 31 Death of Carl Gottlieb Christian 
Gutknecht, born in Sager Kr. Bel-
gard, age 22 [FHL 070703]. 

 April 19 Death of ]ohann Gottlieb Stresow, 
born Groessin Kr. Schiefelbein, age 
46 [FHL 070703]. 

 April 30 Death of Carl von Neander, born 
Labes in Pomerania, age 80 [FHL 
070703]. 

 Nov. 29 Death of Sophia Mattis, born in Star-
gard, wife of soldier Wilhelm Giese 
[FHL 070703]. 
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 Welcome 
 

New Members 
 

 
 
 
 

 

William Ellis ..................................................Eldersburg, MD 

Sandra Pankow ..........................................New London, WI 

Julie Peotter ...................................................... Seymour, WI 

Ed Raether .....................................................Waukesha, WI 

Patricia Rosso.......................................North Mankato, MN 
 

 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
Pommerscher Verein Freistadt 
Editor: LeRoy Boehlke 
Post Office Box 204 
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